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Foreword

It is with pleasure that I present the Annual Report on the Judiciary of Belize

for the period 2005 – 2006.

The Report for this period recounts some of the difficulties and challenges

the Judiciary encountered.  Above all however, the Report is a snap-shot of

the administration of justice in Belize, in particular, the numbers and types of

cases the various courts dealt with over the period.

A number of persons made the Report possible, especially the Editorial

Committee, to whom I express special appreciation.

                                                                                    Dr. Abdulai Conteh

 Chief Justice
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ADDRESS DELIVERED
AT THE FORMAL OPENING OF THE

COURT COMMENCING THE 2006
LEGAL YEAR

OF THE SUPREME COURT

ON

MONDAY 16TH JANUARY, 2006

BY THE HON. CHIEF JUSTICE ABDULAI CONTEH

Introduction

My Lords Gonzalez J., Awich J., Lucas J.

and Madam Justice Arana, Mr. Attorney General,

Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic

Corps, Solicitor General, D.P.P., President of the

Bar Association of Belize, Your Worships, learned

Senior Counsel and Attorneys, Commissioners of

the Supreme Court, Ladies and Gentlemen:

We have just witnessed two important aspects of the administration of justice.

The first is the elevation of two attorneys, members

of the legal profession in Belize, to the rank of Senior

Counsel.  This is in keeping with the tradition of the

profession and it is statutorily provided for in Belize by

the Legal Profession Act - Chapter 320 of the Laws of

Belize.  This provides in section 12 that the Chief Justice


