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2 Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of thissectionthe Na-
tional Assembly, unlesssooner dissolved, shall continuefor fiveyearsfromthedate of the
first Sitting of the House of Representatives after any dissolution and shal then stand
dissolved.

(3)  Atanytimewhen Bédlizeisat war, the National Assembly may by law ex-
tend the period of fiveyearsspecifiedin subsection (2) of thissection for not morethan
twelvemonthsat atime:

Provided that thelife of the National Assembly shall not be extended under this
subsection for morethan two years.

4 Intheexerciseof hispowersto dissolvetheNational Assembly, the Gover-
nor-Genera shall act in accordancewith the advice of the Prime Minister:

Provided that-

@ if the PrimeMinister advisesadissolution and the Governor-Generd, acting
inhisown ddliberatejudgment, considersthat the Government of Belizecan
be carried onwithout adissol ution and that adissolution would not beinthe
interestsof Belize, hemay, acting in hisown deliberatejudgment, refuseto
dissolvetheNationa Assembly;

(b) if aresolution of no confidenceinthe Government ispassed by the House of
Representatives and the Prime Minister does not within seven dayseither
resign or advise adissolution, the Governor-General, actinginhisown
deliberatejudgment, may dissolvetheNational Assembly; and

(© if the office of the Prime Minister isvacant and the Governor-General, act-
ingin hisown deliberatejudgment, considersthat thereisno prospect of his
being able within areasonabl e timeto make an appointment to that office,
the Governor-Generd shal dissolvethe Nationa
Ass=mbly.

(5 If, between adissolution of theNational Assembly andthenext  ensuing
genera election of membersof the House of Representatives, an emergency arisesof sucha
naturethat, in theopinion of the PrimeMinister, it isnecessary for thetwo Housesor either
of them to be summoned beforethat general election can be held, the Governor-General
may, by proclamation published in the Gazette, summon thetwo Housesof the preceding
Nationa Assembly and that National Assembly shall thereupon be deemed (except for the
purposes of section 85 of this Constitution) not to have been dissolved but shal be deemed
(except as aforesaid) to be dissolved on the date on which the pollsare held in the next
ensuing generd dection.

(6) During the period between the dissol ution of the Nationa Assembly andthe
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appointment of aPrime Minister after ageneral e ection, the government of Belize shall
continueto beadministered by the PrimeMinister andtheother  Ministersand Deputy
Ministersof the Government.

85.-(1) A genera dection of membersof the House of Representativesshall beheld at such
timewithin three monthsafter every dissolution of the National Assembly asthe Governor-
General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister, shal appoint.

2 Assoon as practicable after every general election, the Governor- Gen-
era shall proceed under section 61 of this Constitution to the appoi ntment of Senators.

3 Wherethe seat of amember of the House of Representativesor a
Senator fallsvacant otherwise than by reason of adissolution of the
Nationa Assembly-

@ if thevacant seat isthat of amember of the House, aby-€election shall be
held; or

(b) if thevacant seat isthat of aSenator, an appointment shall be made,

tofill thevacancy withinthreemonthsof the occurrence of thevacancy unlessthe National
Assembly issooner dissolved.

86.-(1) Any question whether-

@ any person hasbeen validly el ected asamember of theHouseof Repre-
sentativesor validly appointed asa Senator;

(b) any member of the House of Representativesor Senator hasvacated his
seat or isrequired, under the provisionsof section 59 (3) or section 64 (3)
of thisCongtitution, to ceaseto exerciseany of hisfunctionsasamember of
the House of Representatives or asa Senator; or

(© any person hasbeenvalidly el ected as Speaker of theHouseof  Repre-
sentatives or President of the Senate from among persons who are not
membersof the House of Representativesor Senators, or, having been so
elected, hasvacated the office of Speaker or of  President,

shall be determined by the Supreme Court in accordancewith the provisionsof any law.
(2 Proceedingsfor the determination of any questionreferredtointhe pre-

ceding subsection shall not beinstituted except with the leave of ajustice of the Supreme
Court.

General
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3 No apped shdl liefrom thedecison of ajustice of the Supreme Court grant-
ing or refusing leavetoingtitute proceedingsin accordance with the preceding subsection.

87.(1) Any personwhostsor votesin either House knowing or having reasonable causefor
knowing that heis not entitled to do so shall beliableto apenaty not  exceedingfive
hundred dollarsor such other sum as may hereafter be prescribed by the Speaker and the
President, for every day he so sitsor votesinthat House.

2 The pendty referred to in subsection (1) shall berecoverableby actioninthe
Supreme Court at the suit of the Attorney-General.

88.-(1) Thereshall be an Elections and Boundaries Commission which shall consist of a
Chairman and four other memberswho shall be personsof integrity and high nationa stand-

ing.

2 The chairman and two other membersof the El ectionsand Boundaries Com-
mission shall beappointed by the Governor-Generd, acting in accordancewith the advice of
the Prime Minister given after consultation with the Leader of the  Opposition, and the
remaining two membersshall be appointed by the Governor- Generd, acting in accordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister given with the concurrence of the L eader of the Oppo-
gtion:

Provided that in the process of consultation with the Leader of the Oppositionfor the
appointment of the Chairman, the PrimeMinister shall use hisbest endeavoursto securethe
agreement of the Leader of the Opposition.

3 No person shall be qualified to be appointed asamember of the  Com-
missionif heisamember of the National Assembly or if heholdsor isactinginany public
office

4 If any member of the Commissiondiesor resigns, theGovernor-  General
shall appoint another personin his placein the same manner in which such member was

appointed.

(5) Subjecttotheprovisonsof thissection, the office of amember of the Commis-
sion shall become vacant-

@ at theexpiration of five yearsfrom the date of hisappointment;
or

(b) if any circumstancesarisethat, if hewere not amember of the
Commission, would causehimto bedisqudlified for
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appointment assuch.

(6) A member of the Commission may beremoved from officeonly for inability
to performthefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arising frominfirmity of mind or body or from
any other cause) or for misbehavior, and shall not be so removed except in accordancewith
theprovisonsof thissection.

(7) A member of the Commission shall beremoved from office by the Gover-
nor-Genera if the question of theremoval of that member from office hasbeen referred to
the Belize Advisory Council in accordancewith the next following subsection and the
Belize Advisory Council hasadvised the Governor-General that the member ought to be
removed from officefor inability asaforesaid or for misbehavior.

8 If thePrimeMinister representsto the Governor-Genera thatthe question
of removing amember of the Commission under this section ought to beinvestigated, then-

@ the Governor-Generd shall refer the matter to the Belize Advisory Council
which shall sit asatribunal in the manner provided in section 54 of this
Condtitution; and

(b) the Bdlize Advisory Council shal enquireinto the matter and report onthe
factsthereof to the Governor-General and advisethe ~ Governor-
Genera whether that member of the Commission should beremoved
under thissection.

9 If the question of removing amember of the Commission from office has
been referred to the Belize Advisory Council under the preceding subsection, the Governor-
Generd may suspend themember from performing thefunctionsof his office, and any such
suspension may at any time berevoked by the Governor-General and shal inany casecease
to haveeffect if the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-General that the member
should not beremoved from office.

(10)  Iftheofficeof amember of the Commissionisvacant or amember isfor any
reason unableto perform the functions of hisoffice, the Governor-General may appoint
another person in the same manner in which such member was appointed, to act asamem-
ber of the Commission, and any person so appointed shall, subject to the provisions of
subsections(6), (7), (8) and (9) of this section, continueto act until heisnotified by the
Governor-General that the circumstancesgivingrisetothe  appointment have ceased to
exig.

(11) A member of the Commission shall not enter upon the dutiesof hisoffice
unless he hastaken and subscribed the oath of alegiance and office.

(12) The Commission may regulateitsown procedure and, withthe approval of
the Governor-General given in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister, confer
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powers or impose duties on any public officer or authority of the Government for the
purpose of thedischarge of itsfunctions.

(13) TheCommission shal beresponsiblefor thedirectionand
supervision of theregistration of voters and the conduct of elections, referendaand all
matters connected therewith.

(14) Intheexerciseof itsfunctions, the Commission shall not be subject to the
direction or control of any other person or authority and shal, subjecttothe provisonsof
this Congtitution, act in accordance with the Representation of the People Act or any other
law, ruleor regulationrelating to eections.

89.-(1) For the purposes of the election of members of the House of Representatives,
Belize shall bedivided into twenty-nine electoral divisions, the namesand boundaries of
which are set out in Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People Act.

2 Each electoral division shall berepresented inthe House of Repre-

CAP 9. sentatives by one e ected member.

90.-(1) The Electionsand BoundariesCommission shdll, after consderingthe  distribu-
Electoral tion of the popul ation throughout Belize, make proposalsfromtimeto timefor dividing
divisions. Belizeintoelectora divisionsinsuch away that-
2 of 1978.
(F:i'?; % @ each eectord division shall have asnearly asmay bean equa number
Schedule. of personseligibletovote;

(b) thetotal number of electord divisonsshall be not lessthan twenty-

Increase of eght.
electora
g'g"osf' igség (2)  Infixingtheboundariesof electora divisionsthe Commission shal have

regard to thetransport and other facilities of thedivision, andtoitsphysical features.

3 The proposal s of the Commission made pursuant to this section shall be
laid beforethe National Assembly by the Chairman of the Commission, and the electoral
divisonsspecifiedinthose proposalsshal betheelectora divisionsof Belizefor the pur-
posesof any law for thetime being inforcere ating to the e ection of membersof theHouse
of Representativeswhen, and shall not be such el ectora divisonsuntil, enacted aslaw by
theNationa Assembly.

4 When the El ections and Boundaries Commission considersit necessary to
increasethe number of eectora divisonsasspecifiedin subsection (1), it shall make pro-
posalstothe Nationa Assembly, and the Nationa Assembly may enact alaw to giveeffect
to such proposals, with such amendments and modifications as may seem appropriateto
theNationa Assembly.
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91.  Anyredivisonof electora divisionseffected in accordance with section 90 of this
Congtitution shall, in respect of the el ection of membersof the House of Representa-
tives, comeinto operation at the next general election held after such redivision and not
ealier.
92.  Atanygenerd eection-
@ every citizen of Belizeor acitizen of any Commonweal th Country who

has attained the age of eighteen yearsand who satisfiestherequire-

ments of the Representation of the People Act shall havetheright to Redivision

vote of electora

(b) no person shall be entitled to more than onevote; and divisions

(c) votesshall becastinasecret ballot.

93.  Subjecttotheprovisionsof sections88to 92 inclusive of this Congtitution, the S;?:; ct of
provisionsof the Representation of the People Act shall apply tothefranchise, registration ¢’ gag
of voters, theadministration of the e ectora system, offencesrelating to the electora '
system, the conduct of eections, and all matters connected therewith. f
2 of 1978.
CAP 9.
PART VII
Conduct of
TheJudiciary elections,
etc.
94.  Thereshal befor BelizeaSupreme Court of Judicatureand Court of ~ Appedl. (Z:Xfp_lg?&
95.-(1) TheSupreme Court shall haveunlimited origina jurisdictiontohear and determine
any civil or crimina proceedings under any law and such jurisdiction and powersasmay be
conferred onit by this Constitution or any other law:

Provided that the Supreme Court shall not havejurisdictiontohearand  deter- ,
mineany application madeby aperson sentenced to death under any law after theexpiration ~ ESedlisment
of oneyear fromthe passing of the sentence. goi‘:tp;g‘e

(2)  Thejusticesof the Supreme Court shall bethe Chief Justiceand suchnum- ~ Court of
ber of other justicesasmay from timeto time be prescribed by the National Assembly: Appesl.

Provided that the office of ajustice shal not beabolished whilethereisasubstantive
holder thereof. The Supreme

Court.

(3) The Supreme Court shall be asuperior court of record and, save as other-
wise provided by any law, shall haveall the powersof suchacourt.

2 of 2001.
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4 The Supreme Court shall sit in such places asthe Chief Justice may ap-
point.

96.-(1) Subject tothe provisionsof sections 33 (2), 34 (4), 54 (15), 69 (6), 80 (4) and 123
(3) of thisCondtitution, where any question asto theinterpretation of thisCongtitution arises
inany court of law established for Belize (other than the Court of Appeal, the Supreme
Court or acourt martial) and the court isof the opinion that the question involvesasubstan-
tial question of law, the court shall refer the question to the Supreme Court.

(20  Whereany questionisreferred to the Supreme Court in pursuance of this
section, the Supreme Court shall giveitsdecision upon the question and the court inwhich
the question arose shall dispose of the case in accordance with that decision or, if the
decisionisthe subject of an appeal to the Court of Appeal or Her Mg esty in Council, in
accordancewith the decision of the Court of Appeal or, asthe case may be, Her Mgjesty
inCouncil.

97.-(1) TheChief Justice shall be appointed by the Governor-Genera, actingin  accor-
dancewith the adviceof the PrimeMinister given after consultation with the Leader of the

Opposition.

(20  Justicesof the Supreme Court other than the Chief Justice shall be ap-
pointed by the Governor-Generd, acting in accordancewith the adviceof the Judicial and
Lega Services Commissionand withthe concurrenceof the Prime Minigter givenaf-
ter consultation with the L eader of the Opposition.

(3) A personshdl not bequalified to beappointed asajustice of the Supreme
Court unless-

(@ heisqualified to practise asan attorney-at-law inacourt in Belizeor as
anadvocateinacourt in any other part of the Commonwealth having
unlimitedjurisdiction either incivil or criminal causesor matters; and

(b) he hasbeen qualified for not lessthan fiveyearssoto practisein such a
court.

4 If theofficeof Chief Justiceisvacant or the Chief Justiceisfor any reason
including hisabsencefrom Belizeunableto exercisethefunctionsof his  office, then, until
aperson has been appointed to and has assumed the functions of

that office or until the person holding that office has resumed thosefunctions, asthe case
may be, they shall be exercised by thejustice other than the Chief Justice, or if there be
more than onethen by such one of thejusticesas may for thetime being bedesignated in
that behalf by the Governor-General, acting inthe manner prescribed in subsection (1) of
thissection.

(5) If the office of any justice other than the Chief Justiceisvacant or if any
suchjusticeisappointed to act as Chief Justice or isfor any reason unableto performthe
functionsof hisofficeor if the Chief JusticeadvisestheGovernor-  Generd that the state
of businessin the Supreme Court so requires, the Governor-Generd, actingin the manner
prescribed in subsection (2) of this section, may appoint apersonwhoisqualifiedto be
appointed asajustice of the Supreme Court to act asajustice of that court:

Provided that aperson may act asajustice notwithstanding that he has attained the
ageof sixty-fiveyears.
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(6)  Any person appointed under subsection (5) of thissectionto act asajustice
shall, subject to the provisions of subsections(4) and (6) of section 98 of this Congtitution,
continueto act for the period of hisappointment or, if no such periodisspecified, until his
appointment isrevoked by the Governor-Generd:

Provided that, notwithstanding the expiration of the period of hisappointment or the
revocation of hisappointment, he may thereafter continueto act asajusticefor solong as
may be necessary to enable himto deliver judgment or to do any other thinginrelationto
proceedingsthat were commenced before him previoudy thereto.

98.-(1) Subject to thefollowing provisions of this section, ajustice of the Supreme Court
shall hold officeuntil heattainstheageof sixty-fiveyears.

Provided that-
(@ hemay at any timeresignhisoffice; and
(b) the Governor-General-

0] inthecaseof the Chief Justice, acting in accordancewiththeadvice
of thePrimeMinister given after consultation with the L eader of the
Opposition; and

(i) inthe case of aJustice of the Supreme Court other than the Chief
Justice, acting in accordancewiththeadvice of the  Judicial and
Lega Services Commissionand with the concurrence of the Prime
Minister given after consultation with the L eader of the Opposition,

may appoint aperson over theage of sixty-fiveyearsas Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
or may permit aJusticewho attainsthe age of sixty-fiveyearsto continuein office, until, in
either case, such person hasattained any later agenot exceeding  seventy-fiveyears.

2 Notwithstanding that he has attained the age at which heisrequired by or
under thissectionto vacate his office, aperson holding the office of ajustice of the Supreme
Court may continuein officefor solong after attaining that ageasmay be necessary to enable
him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedingsthat were com-
menced before him before he attained that age.

(3)  Ajudiceof the SupremeCourt may beremoved from officeonly for inablility
to performthefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arisng frominfirmity of body or mind or from
any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall notbeso  removed except in accordance
withtheprovisionsof thissection.

(4  Ajudticeof the Supreme Court may beremoved from officeif the question
of hisremova from officefor inability to perform thefunctionsof hisofficeor for misbehavior
hasbeenreferredtothe Judicia and Legal ServicesCommissioninwritingandthe Judicia
and Legal ServicesCommission, after considering the matter, recommendsinwriting tothe
Belize Advisory Council that the question of removal ought to beinvestigated.

(5) For the purpose of investigating the question of theremovd of a  Justice of
the Supreme Court referred to it under subsection (4), the Belize Advisory Council shdll: -

(@ st asatribuna inthe manner provided in section 54 of this
Condtitution; and

2 of 2001.

Tenure of
office of
Justices of
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Court.

26 of 1988.
2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.
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39 of 2001.

39 of 2001.

39 of 2001.
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(b) enquireinto the matter and report on thefactsthereof to the Governor-
General and advisethe Governor-Genera whether the Justice of the
Supreme Court should beremoved from officein accordancewith
thissection.

(6) If thequestion of removing ajustice of the Supreme Court from office has
been referred to the Belize Advisory Council under the preceding subsection, the Gover-
nor-General may suspend thejusticefrom performing thefunctionsof his  office, and any
such suspension may at any time berevoked by the Governor-Genera and shal inany case
ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-General that the
justice should not beremoved from office.

(7 If the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-General that the Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court ought to be or not to be removed from office, the  Governor-
Genera shall not notify the Justiceinwriting accordingly.

(8) Thepower toremoveadusticeof the Supreme Court from officefor ingblility
to performthefunctionsof hisofficeor for misbehaviour vestinthe  Governor-General,
acting inaccordance with thissection.

99.  Ajudticeof the Supreme Court shall not enter upon the dutiesof hisofficeunlesshe
hastaken and subscribed the oath of alegianceand office.

100.-(1) The Court of Appeal shall have such jurisdiction and powersto hear and deter-
mineappealsin civil and crimina mattersasmay be conferred on it by this Constitution or
any other law.

2 The Judges of the Court of Appeal (hereinafter referredto as
“Justicesof Apped”) shall beaPresident and such number of other
Justicesas may be prescribed by the National Assembly:

Provided that the office of Justice of Appeal shall not beabolished whilethereisa
substantive holder of that office.

(3 The Court of Appeal shall beasuperior court of record and, save asoth-
erwise provided by any law, shall haveall the powersof such acourt.

4 The Court of Appeal shall sitinsuch placesasthePresidentmay  ap-
point.

101.-(1) The Justicesof Appeal shall be appointed by the Governor-General, actingin
accordancewiththeadviceof the PrimeMinister given after consultation with the L eader of
the Opposition, for such period asmay be specified intheinstrument of appointment.

(20 A personshal not be qualified to be appointed as a Justice of Appeal
unlesseither-

(@ heholdsor hasheld office asjudge of acourt having unlimited
juridictionincivil and crimina mattersin somepart of the Common-
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wealth or acourt havingjurisdictionin appealsfromany such court; or

(b) heisqualifiedto practise asan attorney-at-law inacourt in Belizeor as
anadvocateinacourt inany other part of the Commonwealth having
unlimitedjurisdictionineither civil or crimina causesor mattersand
hasbeen so qualified for not lessthan fifteen years.

(3)  Any power exercisable by asingle Justice of Appeal may, at any timewhen
thereisno such Justice present in Belize and ableto perform the functions of hisoffice, be
exercised by ajustice of the Supreme Court asif that justicewere a Justice of Appeal.

4 If the office of the President isvacant or heisfor any reason unableto per-
form thefunctionsof hisoffice, then until some other person has been appointed to or has
been appointed to act in, and has assumed the functions of that office, or until the President
hasresumed those functions, asthe case may be, those functionsshall be performed by such
one of the other Justices of Appeal asthe Governor-General, acting in accordancewith the
adviceof the PrimeMinister given after consultation with the L eader of the Opposition, may
appoint for that purpose.

(5) If the office of aJustice of Appeal other than the President isvacant, or if any
such Justiceis appointed to act asthe President, or isfor any reason unableto performthe
functionsof hisoffice, the Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the
PrimeMinister given after consultationwith the Leader of the  Opposition, may appoint a
person possessi ng such legal qualificationsand experience ashe, after consultation with the
President, may deem appropriate to betemporarily aJustice of Apped.

(6)  Any person appointed under subsection (5) of thissectiontobe  tempo-
rarily aJustice of Appeal shdl hold officeuntil hisappointment isrevoked by the Governor-
Generd.

102.-(1) Subject to thefollowing provisionsof thissection, the office of aJustice of Appeal
ghall becomevacant upontheexpiration of theperiod of hisappointment tothat officeor if he
resgnshisoffice.

(2 A Justice of Appea may beremoved from office only for inability to dis-
chargethefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arising frominfirmity of body or mind or any other
cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall not be so removed exceptin  accordancewiththe
provisonsof thissection.

3 A Justice of the Court of Appeal may beremoved from officeif thequestion
of hisremovd from officefor inablility to perform thefunctionsof hisofficeor for misbehaviour
hasbeen referred to the Judicia and Lega Services Commissioninwriting and the Judicia
and Legal Services Commission, after considering the mattter, recommendsinwriting tothe
Belize Advisory Council that the question of removal ought to beinvestigated.

4 For the purpose of investigating thequestion of theremoval of a  Justiceof
the Court of Appeal referred to it under subsection (3), the Belize Advisory Council shdll:-

@ sit asatribuna inthe manner provided in section 54 of this
Condtitution; and
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(b) enquireinto the matter and report on the factsthereof to the Governor-
Genera and advisethe Governor-Genera whether the Justice of the
Court of Apped should beremoved from officein accordance with
thissection.
(5) If the question of removing a Justice of Appeal from office hasbeen re-
ferredtothe Belize Advisory Council under the preceding subsection,the  Governor-
39 of 2001. General may suspend the Justicefrom performing thefunctionsof his  office, and any such
suspension may at any time be revoked by the Governor-General and shall in any case
ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-General that the
Justice should not beremoved from office.
(6) If the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-Generd that thejus-
tice of the Court of Appeal ought to be or not to be removed from office, the Governor-
390f 2001.  Generd shdl natify the Justiceinwriting accordingly.
(7 The power to remove a Justice of the Court of Appeal from office for
inability to perform thefunctionsof hisofficeor for misbehaviour vestinthe  Governor-
Generd, actingin accordance with thissection.
103. A Justiceof Appeal shal not enter upon the duties of hisoffice unlesshehastaken
and subscribed the oath of alegiance and office.
104.-(1) An appeal shall lie from decisions of the Court of Appeal to Her Mgjesty in
Council asof right inthefollowing cases-
@ fina decisionsinany civil, crimind, or other proceedingswhich
involveaquestion asto theinterpretation of thisConstitution;
and
(b) such other casesasmay be prescribed by the National
Ass=mbly.
39 of 2001.
2 Anapped shdl liefrom decisonsof theCourt of Appedl toHer Majesty
in Council with theleave of the Court of Apped inthefollowing cases-
39 of 2001. (@ decisonsinany civil proceedingswherein the opinion of the Court of
Apped thequestioninvolved in the appeal isonewhich by reason of
itsgenera or publicimportanceor otherwise ought to be submitted to
Her Mgesty in Council; and
Oath to be
Eiksﬁfégof (b)  suchother casesasmay be prescribed by the National Assembly.

Appeal.
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3 Anapped shall lietoHer Mg esty in Council with the specia leave of Her
Magjesty from any decision of the Court of Appeal inany civil, criminal or other matter.

PART VIII
SUB-PART |
The Public Services Commission

105.-(1) There shall be established for Belize aPublic Services Commission which shall
consst of aChairman and fiveother members.

(20  TheChairman and other membersof the Commission shall be appointed
by the Governor-General, acting in accordancewith the advice of the PrimeMinigter given
after consultation with the L eader of the Opposition.

3 No person shall be quaified to be appointed asamember of the
Commissionif heisamember of the National Assembly or, saveinrespect of theex
officiomembers, if heholdsor isacting in any public office.

(4 A personshdl not, whileheholdsor isactinginthe office of amember of
the Commission or within aperiod of two yearscommencing from the dateon which he
last held or acted inthat office, be digiblefor appointment to any public office.

(5) Subject to the provisions of thissection, the office of amember of the
Commission shall becomevacant-

@ at theexpiration of threeyearsfrom the date of hisappointment or
such earlier time, being not lessthan two years, asmay be specifiedin
theinstrument by which hewas appointed; or

(b) if any circumstancesarisethat, if hewere not amember of the
Commission, would causehimto bedisqudified for gppointment as
such.

(6) A member of the Commission may beremoved from officeonly for
inability to perform thefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arisng frominfirmity of mindor
body or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall not be so removed except in
accordancewith the provisionsof thissection.

7) A member of the Commission shall beremoved from office by the
Governor-Generd if the question of theremoval of that member from office hasbeen
referred to the Belize Advisory Council in accordancewith the next following subsection

Appeasto
Her Majesty
in Council.

Public
Services
Commission.
26 of 1988

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.



102

CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

andthe Belize Advisory Council has advised the Governor-Generd that that member
ought to beremoved from officefor inability asaforesaid or for misbehaviour.

8 If thePrimeMinister representsto the Governor-Generd that the
guestion of removing amember of the Commission under thissection ought to be
investigated, then-

(@ the Governor-General shall refer the matter to the Belize Advisory
Council whichshall sit asatribuna inthemanner provided in section
54 of thisCongtitution; and

(b) the Bdlize Advisory Council shall enquireinto the matter and report
onthefactsthereof to the Governor-General and advisethe Governor-
Generd whether that member of the Commission should beremoved
under thissection.

9 If the question of removing amember of the Commissionfrom officehas
been referred to the Belize Advisory Council under the preceding subsection, the
Governor-Generd may suspend themember from performing thefunctionsof hisoffice,
and any such suspension may at any time berevoked by the Governor-General and shall
Inany case ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-
Generd that themember should not beremoved from office.

(10)If the office of amember of the Commissionisvacant or amember isfor any
reason unableto perform thefunctionsof hisoffice, the Governor-Genera may appoint a
personwho isqudified for appointment asamember of the Commissionto act asa
member of the Commission, and any person so appointed shall, subject to theprovisions
of subsections(6), (7), (8) and (9) of thissection, continueto act until heisnotified by
the Governor-Genera that the circumstances giving riseto the appoi ntment have ceased
toexist.

(11) A member of the Commission shall not enter upon the dutiesof hisoffice
unless he hastaken and subscribed the oath of alegiance and office.

(12) TheCommissonshall, intheexercise of itsfunctioinsunder thisConstitution,
not be subject to thedirection or control of any other person or authority.

(13) The Commission may by regulation make provisonfor regulating and
facilitating the performance of itsfunctionsunder thisCongtitution.

(14) Subject to the provisionsof thissection, the Commission may regulateits
own procedure.

(15) Any decision of the Commission shal requirethe concurrence of amajority
of al themembersthereof and, subject toitsrulesof procedure, the Commission may act
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not withstanding the absence of any member other than the Chairman:

Provided that in any matter before the Commission, wherethe votesare equally
divided, the Chairman shall haveacasting votein additionto hisoriginal vote.

106.-(1) The power to appoint personsto hold or act in officesin the public service, other
thantheofficesinthejudicial and legal servicesand the security services, includingthe
power to transfer or confirm appointments, and, subject to the provisionsof section 111 of
this Congtitution, the power to exercisedisciplinary control over such personsand the power
to remove such personsfrom office, shall vest in the Public Services Commisson established
in accordance with section 105(1) of this Constitution. 2 of 2001.

2 Repeal ed.
2 of 2001.
3 Subject to the provisionsof this Constitution, the Governor-General,
actingin accordancewith the advice of the Minister or Ministersresponsiblefor the public
servicegiven after consultation with the recogni sed representatives of the employeesor
other personsor groupswithinthe public service asmay be considered appropriate, may 2 of 2001.
makeregulationson any matter relating to-

@ theformulation of schemesfor recruitment tothe public 2 of 2001
savice
(b) the determination of acode of conduct for public officers; 2 of 2001.

(© thefixing of salariesand privileges,

(d) the principlesgoverning the promotion and transfer of public
officers; 2 of 2001.

(e measuresto ensure discipline, and to governthedismissal and
retirement of public officers, including the proceduresto be

followed, Appointment,
etc., of
() the procedurefor delegation of authority by and to public officers; public
ad officers.
26 of 1988.
(9) generally for the management and control of the public service. 2 of 2001.
(4  ThePublic ServicesCommission shdl, intheexerciseof itsfunctions
under this section, be governed by regul ations made under subsection (3) of thissection. 2 of 2001
O .

(5)  ThePublic Services Commission may, by directionsinwriting and subject
to such conditionsasit thinksfit, del egate any of itspowers under subsection (1) of this
section to any oneor more membersof the Commission or, with the consent of the Prime
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2 of 2001.

Minister, to any public officer.

(6)  Theprovisonsof subsection (1) of thissection shall not apply inrelation
to thefollowing offices, that isto say-

(@ any officetowhich section 107 of this Constitution applies;

(b) the officesof justice of the Supreme Court and Justice of Appedl;
(© theofficeof Auditor-Generd;

(d) theofficeof Director of Public Prosecutions; or

(e any officetowhich section 110B of thisConstitution gpplies.

(7 No person shall be appointed under thissection to or to act inany office
onthe Governor-General’spersonal staff except with the concurrence of the Governor-
Generd, acting inhisown deliberatejudgment.

(8) Repealed.

107.-(2) Thissection appliesto theofficesof Solicitor Generd, Secretary tothe Cabinet,
Financid Secretary, Chief Execfutive Officer, Commissioner of Police, Commandant, Bdlize
Defence Force, Superintendent of Prisons, Ambassador, High Commissioner or principa
representative of Belizeinany other country or accredited to any internationa organisation,
and, subject to the provisionsof this Constitution, any other office designated by the Gov-
ernor-General, acting in accordancewith the advice of the Prime Minister given after con-
sultation with the Public ServicesCommission.

2 The power to appoint personsto hold or to act in officestowhich this
section applies(including the power to transfer or to confirm appoi ntments) and, subject
tothe provisionsof section 111 of thisCongtitution, the power to exercisedisciplinary
control over personsholding or acting in such officesand the power to remove such
personsfrom office shall vest inthe Governor-General, acting in accordancewiththe
adviceof thePrimeMiniger.

(3  Repealed.

108.-(1) TheDirector of Public Prosecutionsshal be appointed by the Governor-Generd,
acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial and Legal ServicesCommissionand
with the concurrence of the PrimeMinister given after consultation with the Leader of the

Oppostion.

(2 A personshal not bequalified for appointment to hold or act in the office of
Director of Public Prosecutionsunlessheisquaified to be appointed asajustice of the
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Supreme Court.

(3) Iftheofficeof Director of Public Prosecutionsisvacant or if the holder of that

officeisfor any reason unableto exercisethefunctionsof hisoffice, the Governor-
Generd, actingin accordancewith the advice of the Judicial and Legal Services
Commission and with the concurrence of the Prime Minister given after consultation with
the Leader of the Opposition, may appoint aperson to act as Director.

(4) A personappointedto act intheoffice of Director of Public Prosecutions
shall, subject to the provisions of subsections(5), (7), (8) and (9) of thissection, cease so
to act-

@ when aperson isappointed to hold that office and has assumed the
functionsthereof or, asthe case may be, when the personinwhose
place heisacting resumesthefunctionsof that office; or

(b) at such earlier timeasmay be prescribed by thetermsof his
gppoi ntment.

(5) Subject to the provisions of subsection (6) of thissection, the Director of
Public Prosecutions shall vacate hisoffice when he attainsthe age of sixty yearsor such
other age asmay be prescribed by the National Assembly:

Provided that any law enacted by the National Assembly, to the extent towhichit
atersthe prescribed age after aperson has been appointed to be or to act as Director of
Public Prosecutions, shall not haveeffect in relation to that person unless he consentsthat
it should haveeffect.

(6)  TheDirector of Public Prosecutions may beremoved from office only for
inability to perform thefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arisng frominfirmity of mindor
body or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall not be so removed except in
accordancewith the provisionsof thissection.

(7)  TheDirector of Public Prosecutionsshal beremoved from office by the

Governor-Generd if thequestion of hisremova from officehasbeenreferred tothe Belize

Advisory Council in accordance with the next following subsection and the Belize
Advisory Council has advised the Governor-Generd that he ought to beremoved from
officefor inability asaforesaid or for misbehaviour.

(8) If the Prime Minister representsto the Governor-Genera that the question

of removing the Director of Public Prosecutionsunder this section ought to be
investigated, then-

@ the Governor-Generd shall refer the matter to the Belize Advisory
Council which shdl st asatribunal inthe manner providedin

2 of 2001.

Appointment,
etc., of Chief
Executive
Officersand
certain other
officers.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

Director of
Public
Prosecutions.
2 of 2001.
26 of 1988.

2 of 2001.
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section 54 of thisCondtitution; and

(b) the Belize Advisory Council shal enquireinto the matter and report
on thefactsthereof to the Governor-General and advisethe
Governor-Generd whether he should beremoved under this section.

9 If the question of removing the Director of Public Prosecutionsfrom office
hasbeenreferred to the Belize Advisory Council under thepreceding  subsection, the
Governor-Generd may suspend him from performing thefunctionsof hisoffice, and any
such suspension may at any time berevoked by the Governor-Genera and shall inany
case ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-General
that he should not be removed from office.

109.-(1) With effect from the 15th day of January, 2002, the Auditor-Genera shall be
appointed by the Governor-General, acting on the recommendations of both Houses of
theNational Assembly contained inresolutionspassed in that behalf.

2 If, after the 15th day of January, 2002, the office of Auditor-Generd is
vacant or if theholder of that officeisfor any reason unableto exercisethefunctionsof his
office, the Governor-Generd, acting on the recommendations of both Houses of National
Assembly contained in resol utions passed in that behalf, may appoint apersonto act as
Auditor-Generd.

3 A person appointed to act in the office of Auditor-Genera shal, subject
to the provisions of subsections(4), (6), (7) and (8) of thissection, cease soto act-

@ after apersonisappointed to hold that office and hasassumed the
functionsthereof or, asthe case may be, when the personinwhose
place heisacting resumesthefunctionsof that office; or

(b) at such earlier timeasmay be prescribed by thetermsof his
gppoi ntment.

4 Subject to the provisionsof subsection (5) of thissection, the Auditor-
Genera shall vacate hisofficewhen heattainsthe age of sixty yearsor such other ageas
mayy be prescribed by the National Assembly:

Provided that any law enacted by the National Assembly, totheextent towhichit
atersthe prescribed age after a person has been appointed to be or to act as Auditor-
Generd, shdl not haveeffect inrelation to that person unlesshe consentsthat it should have
effect.

(5) TheAuditor-Generd may beremoved from officeonly for inability to
performthefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arising frominfirmity of mind or body or from
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any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall not beso removed exceptinaccordance  Auditor-

. .. . . Genera
withtheprovisionsof thissection. 39 of 2001.
S.I. No. 1 of
(6) TheAuditor-Genera shal beremoved from office by the Governor- 2002.

Generd if thequestion of hisremoval from officehasbeenreferredtotheBelize Advisory 39 of 2001.
Council inaccordancewith thenext following subsection and the Belize Advisory Council ~ S.I. No. 1 of
has advised the Governor-General that he ought to beremoved from officefor inabilityas ~ 2002-
aforesaid or for misbehaviour.

(7 If the Prime Minister representsto the Governor-General that the question
of removing the Auditor-Genera under thissection ought to beinvestigated, then-

@ the Governor-Generd shall refer the matter to the Belize Advisory
Council which shall it asatribuna inthemanner providedin section
54 of thisCongtitution; and

(b) the Belize Advisory Council shal enquireinto the matter and report
on thefactsthereof to the Governor-General and advisethe
Governor-Generd whether he should beremoved under this section.

8 If the question of removing the Auditor-Genera from office hasbeen
referred to the Belize Advisory Council under the preceding subsection, the Governor-
Generd may suspend him from performing thefunctionsof hisoffice, and any such
suspension may at any time berevoked by the Governor-General and shall inany case
ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor-Genera that he
should not beremoved from office.

110. Repedled.
110A. Repealed.

110B.-(1) The Power to appoint personsto hold or act in any officeinthe Prison Sevice
(including power to confirm appointments) below therank of Principal  Officer, and to
transfer or exercisedisciplinary control over personsholding or acting insuch officesand to
remove such personsfrom office, shal vest inthe Superintendent of Prisons.

(2)  TheSuperintendent of Prisonsmay, subject to such conditionsas hethinksfit,
delegate any of hispowersunder thissection, by directionsinwriting, to any other senior
officer of the Prison Service.

SUB-PART I
26 of 1988.
The Security Services Commission

110.C. (1) Thereshall be established for Belizea Security Services Commission.
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2 Themembersof the Security Services Commissioin shall beappointed
by the Governor-General, on therecommendation of the PrimeMinister given after
consultation with the L eader of the Opposition, and shall consist of -
@ the Chairman of the Public ServicesCommission, who shall
be amember and Chairman;
(b) aformer senior officer of the Belize Police Department;
(© aformer senior officer of the Belize Defence Force;
(d) one person nominated by the Leader of the Opposition;
2 of 2001. (e one person from the private sector.
2 of 2001. 110.D. (1) Subject tothe provisionsof thissection, the power to appoint personsto
hold or act in officesin the security services, including the power to make appoi ntments,
Appointment,  andtodea with all mattersrelating to the conditions of serviceof such officersand,
etc., of junior  subject to the provisionsof section 111 of this Constitution, the power to exercise
gfrf_' cers of disciplinary control over personsholding or acting in such officesand the power to
orvice remove such personsshall vest in the Security Services Commission established under
2 of 2001. section 110C of thisConsitution.
2 Inthissection “security services’ meansserviceintheBelizePolice
Department and in themilitary service asdefined in subsection (3) of thissection:
Provided that the provisions of thisPart shall not apply to the Commissioner of
2 of 2001. Police or the Commandant, Belize Defence Force.
3 For the purposes of thissection, “ military service” meansserviceinthe
Belize Defence Forceor inany other military, nava or air force established for Belize.
Security
girr‘r’]';ei; o (4  SubjecttothisSub-Part, any officer holding or actingin an officeinthe
oof 2001 Security servicesimmediately beforethe commencement of thissection shall continueto
hold or act inthat office and to be subject to the sametermsand conditions of services
2 of 2001. asobtained immediately prior to the commencement of thissection.

5 The Security ServicesCommissioin may, by directionsinwriting and
subject to such conditionsasit thinksfit, delegate any of itspowersunder subsection (1)
of thissection to any one or more membersof the Security ServicesCommission or, with
the consent of the Prime Minister, to the Commissioner of Police or the Commandant,
Belize DefenceForce.
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(6) The Security Services Commission may, inaccordance with subsection
(5), authorisethe Commissioner of Policeto subdel egate the powersdelegated to him
under that subsection to amember of the Belize Police Department of therank of
I ngpector and above, in respect of mattersaffecting membersof the Belize Police
Department of therank of Assistant Inspector and below.

(7)  TheSecurity ServicesCommission may, in accordancewith subsection

(5), authorisethe Commandant, Belize Defence Force, to subdel egate the powers Appointment
delegated to him under that subsection to amember of the Belize Defence Force of the of police
rank of Captain and above, in respect of mattersaffecting membersof the Belize Defence s:gr;irjrs of
Forceof therank of Liutenant and below. the Belize
Defence
(8) Subsection (3) to (15) of section 110E of this Constitution shall apply, Forceetc.
with such modificationsasmay be necessary, to membersof the Security Services 2 of 2001.
Commisson.
2 of 2001.
SUB-PART |11

The Judicial and Legal Services Commission

110.E (1) Thereshall beestablished for BelizeaJudicial and Legal Services Commis-
gon. 2 of 2001.

2 Themembersof the Judicia and Legal Services Commission shall beap-
pointed by the Governor-General and shall consist of :- 2 of 2001.

@ the Chairman of the Public Services Commission, who shall bea
member and Chairman;

(b) theChief Justice;
2 of 2001.
(© theSalicitor Generd;

(d) the President of the Bar Association of Belize.

3 Subject to subsection (2), no person shall be qualified to be appointed asa
member of the Judicial and Lega ServicesCommissionif heisamember of theNational 39 of 2001.
Assembly, or if heholdsor isactinginany publicoffice.

4 Subject to subsection (2), aperson shal not, whileheholdsor isacting in
the office of amember of the Judicia and Legal Services Commission or withinaperiod of
two yearscommencing from thedate on which helast held or acted inthat office, bedigible
for gppointment to any public office. 39 of 2001.
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39 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

Judicial and
Legal Services
Commissioin.
2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

5) Subject to the provisions of this section, the office of amember of the
Judicid and Legal ServicesCommission shal becomevacant:-

@ at theexpiration of threeyearsfrom the date of hisappointment or
such earlier time, being not lessthan oneyear, asmay be specified
intheinstrument by which hewas appointed; or

(b) if any circumstances arisethat, if he were not amember of the
Judicia and Lega Services Commission, would causehimto be
disqualified for gppointment assuch.

(6) A member of the Judicia and Lega ServicesCommissionmay be
removed from officeonly for inability to perform thefunctionsof hisoffice (whether arisng
frominfirmity of mind or body or fromany other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall not
be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of thissection.

(7) A member of the Judicial and Legal Services Commissionshall be re-
moved from office by the Governor-Generd if the question of theremoval of that member
from office hasbeen referred to the Belize Advisory Council in accordance with the next
following subsection and the Belize Advisory Council hasadvised the Governor- Genera
that that member ought to be removed from office for inability as aforesaid or for
misbehaviour.

(8) If the Prime Minister representsto the Governor-General that the ques-
tion of removing amember of the Judicial and Legal Services Commission under thissec-
tion ought to beinvestigated, then-

@ the Governor-General shall refer the matter totheBelize  Advi-
sory Council which shdl st asatribuna inthemanner providedin
section 54 of thisConstitution; and

(b) the Belize Advisory Council shall enquireinto thematter and re-
port on the factsthereof to the Governor-General whether that
member of the Judicial and Lega ServicesCommission shouldbe
removed under thissection.

9 If the question of removing amember of theJudicial andLega  Ser-
vicesCommission from office hasbeen referred to the Belize Advisory Council under the
preceding subsection, the Governor-Genera may suspend the member from performing
thefunctions of hisoffice, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by the
Governor-General and shall inany case ceaseto haveeffect if the Belize Advisory Council
advisesthe Governor-Genera that the member should not beremoved from office.

(20)  If theoffice of amember of the Judicial and Legal Services Com-
mission isvacant or amember isfor any reason unableto perform thefunctionsof his
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office, the Governor-General may appoint aperson who isqualified for appointment asa
member of that Commission to act asamember of the Commission, and any person so
appointed shall, subject to the provisions of subsections(6), (7), (8) and (9) of thissection,
continueto act until heisnotified by the Governor-Generad that the circumstancesgivingrise
to the appointment have ceased to exist.

(11) A member of theJudicial and Legal Services Commission shall not enter
upon the duties of hisoffice unless he hastaken and subscribed the oath of allegianceand
office

(12) Thedudicia andLegd ServicesCommissonshdl, intheexerciseof itsfunc-
tionsunder this Constitution, not be subject to thedirection or control of any other personor
authority.

(13) TheJdudicid and Legd ServicesCommission may by regulationsmake pro-
visonfor regulating and facilitating the performance of itsfuctionsunder thisCongtitution.

(14) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thissection, theJudicial andLegal  Services
Commission may regulateitsown procedure.

(15) Anydecisonof theJudicia and Legal ServicesCommission shall require
the concurrence of amajority of all themembersthereof and, subject toitsrulesof proce-
dure, the Judicia and Legal Services Commission may act notwithstanding the absence of
any member other than the Chairman:

Provided that in any matter beforethe Judicial and Legal Services Commis-
sion, wherethevotesare equaly divided, the Chairman shall haveacasting votein addition
tohisorigina vote.

110F.(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the power to review the suitability of
applicants, and to appoint personsto hold or act in officesinthejudicia andlegal services,
including the power to make appointments, promotions, transfers, to  confirm appoint-
ments, and to deal with dl mattersrelatingtotheconditionsof  serviceof suchjudicia and
legd officersand, subject to the provisionsof section 111 of this Constitution, the power to
exercisedisciplinary control over personsholding or acting in such officesand the power to
remove such personsfrom office shall vestinthe Judicial and Lega ServicesCommission
established under section 110E of thisCongtitution.

2 Inthissection, “judicial and legal services’ meansserviceinthe Depart-
mentsor Officesof the General Registry of the Supreme Court and Court of Apped, Mag-
istracy, Chief Parliamentary Counsdl, Law Revision, Family Courts, Director of Public Pros-
ecutionsand Solicitor Generd:

Provided that the provisonsof this Sub-Part shal not apply to the Director of Public

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.
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2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

Appointment
of judicia
and lega
officers, etc.
2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

Prosecutionsand the Solicitor General.

(3) Any officer holding or acting inan officeinthejudicia and legal services
immediately before the commencement of thissection shall continueto hold or act in that
office and to be subject to the same terms and conditions of service asobtained immedi-
ately prior to the commencement of thissection.

4 TheJudicid and Legal ServicesCommissionmay, by directionsinwriting
and subject to such conditions asit thinksfit, del egate any of its powersunder subsection
(1) of thissectionto any oneor moremembersof theJudicia and Legd ServicesCommis-
sonor, withtheconsent of the PrimeMinister, to any public officer whoisajudicid or lega
officer.

SUB-PART IV
Appealsin Discipline Cases

111 -(1) Thissection appliesto-

(@ any decision of the Governor-Generd, acting in accordancewith

the adviceof the PrimeMinister or the Public Services
Commission or the Judicia and Lega ServicesCommissionor
the Security Services Commission, asthe casemay be, in
relationtothepublic service, judicia andlegal serviceor
security service, or any decision of the Public Services
Commission or the Judicia and Lega ServicesCommissionor
the Security Services Commissionto removeapublic officer
from office or to exercisedisciplinary control over apublic
officer (including adecision made on appeal from or confirm-
ing adecision of any person to whom powersare delegated
under section 110F(4) or section 106(5) or section 110D(5) of
thisCondtitution);

(b) any decision of any person to whom powers are del egated
under section 110F(4) or section 106(5) or section 110D(5) of

this Congtitution to removeapublic officer fromofficeor to

exercisedisciplinary control over apublic officer (notbeinga

decisionwhichissubject to appeal to or confirmation by the

Judicia and Legd ServicesCommissioin or the Public Services

Commission or the Security ServicesCommission).

2 Subject to the provisions of thissection, an appeal shall lietothe Belize
Advisory Council from any decision to which this section applies at the instance of the
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public officer in respect of whomthedecisionismade.

3 Upon an appeal under thissectionthe Belize Advisory Council may affirm
or set aside the decision apped ed against or may make any other decisionwhichthe author-
ity or person fromwhom the appeal lies could have made.

4 Subject tothe provisonsof section 54 of thisCongtitution, the Belize Advi-
sory Council may by regulation make provisonfor-

@ the procedurein appea sunder this section; or

(b) excepting fromthe provisionsof subsection (2) of this
section decisionsinrespect of public officersholding offices
whaose emoluments do not exceed such sum asmay be
prescribed by theregulationsor such decisonsto exercise
disciplinary control, other than decisionsto removefrom
office, asmay be prescribed.

5) Regulationsmade under thissection may, with the consent of the PrimeMin-
ister, confer powersor impose dutieson any public officer or any authority of the Govern-
ment for the purpose of the exercise of thefunctionsof the Belize Advisory Council.

(6) Inthissection, “public officer” includesany person holding or actinginan
officeinthemilitary service asdefined in section 110D(3) of this Constitution.

SUB-PARTV
Pension Laws and Pension Rights of Public Officers

112.-(1) Thelaw to be applied with respect to any pensions benefitsthat were granted to
any person before Independence Day shall bethelaw that wasin forceat the date on which
those benefitswere granted or any law inforceat alater datethat isnot lessfavourableto
that person.

2 Thelaw to be applied with respect to any pensions benefits (not being ben-
efitstowhich subsection (1) of thissection applies) shall-

@ insofar asthose benefitsarewholly in respect of aperiod of

serviceasapublic officer that commenced before

I ndependence Day, bethelaw that wasinforceimmediately
beforethat date; and

(b) insofar asthose benefitsarewholly or partly inrespect of a
period of serviceasapublic officer that commenced after

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

Appealsin
discipline
Cases.

26 of 1988.
2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.
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2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

Pension laws
and protection
of pension
rights.

33 of 1923.

Independence Day, bethelaw inforce on thedate on which
that period of service commenced, or any law inforceat alater
date not lessfavourableto that person.

3 Where aperson isentitled to exercise an option asto which of two or
morelawsshall apply inhiscase, thelaw for which he optsshal, for the purposes of this
section, be deemed to be more favourableto him than the other law or laws.

4 All pensions benefitsshall (except to the extent to which, in the case of
benefitsunder the Widows' and Orphans’ Pensions Act or under any law amending or
replacing that Act, they areacharge on afund established by that Act or by any such law
and have been duly paid out of that fund to the person or authority to whom payment isdue)
beachargeonthegenera revenuesof Belize.

5) Inthissection, “ pensonsbenefits’ meansany pensons, compensation, gra-
tuitiesor other likealowancesfor personsin respect of their serviceaspublic officersor for
thewidows, children, dependentsor persona representatives of such personsin respect of
suchservice.

(6) Referencesin this section to the law with respect to pensions benefitsin-
clude (without prejudiceto their generality) referencesto thelaw regulating the circum-
stancesin which such benefitsmay be granted or in which the grant of such benefitsmay be
refused, thelaw regulating the circumstancesinwhich any such - benefitsthat have been
granted may bewithheld, reduced in amount or suspended and thelaw regul ating theamount
of any such benefits.

113.-(1) The power to grant any award under any pensionslaw for thetimebeinginforce
in Belize (other than an award to which, under that law, the persontowhomitispayableis
entitled asof right) and, in accordancewith any provisionsin that behalf contained inany
such law, to withhold, reducein amount or suspend any award payable under any suchlaw,
shdll vestinthe Governor-Generd.

2 The power vested in the Governor-General by the preceding subsection
shdll beexercised by him-

@ inthe case of officersto whom section 107 of thisConstitution
applies, acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime
Miniger;

(b) inthecaseof public officersinthejudicia andlegal servicesto
whom section 110F(1) of thisCongitution applies, actingin
accordancewiththeadvice of the Judicia and Lega Services
Commisson;

(© inthecaseof public officersinthe security servicestowhom
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section 110D of thisCongtitution applies, acting in accordance
withthe adviceof the Security ServicesCommission;

(d) inthe caseof al other officers, actingin accordancewiththe
adviceof the Public ServicesCommission.

3 Inthissection, “ pensionslaw” meansany law relating to the grant to any
person, or to thewidow, children, dependentsor personal representatives of that person, of
anaward in respect of the servicesof that personinapublic office, and includesany instru-
ment made under any such law.

PART IX
Finance

114.-(1) All revenuesor other moneysraised or received by Belize (not being revenuesor
other moneys payableunder this Constitution or any other law into some other publicfund
established for aspecific purpose) shall be paid into and form one Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

2 No moneysshall bewithdrawn fromthe Consolidated
Revenue Fund except to meet expenditurethat ischarged upon the Fund by thisCongtitution
or any other law enacted by the National Assembly or wheretheissue of those moneyshas
been authorised by an appropriationlaw or by alaw madein  pursuance of section 116 of
thisCondtitution.

3 No moneysshall bewithdrawn fromany public fund other than the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund unlesstheissue of those moneys has been authorised by alaw enacted
by the National Assembly.

4 No moneysshall bewithdrawn from the Consolidated Revenue Fund or any
other public fund except inthe manner prescribed by law.

115.-(1) The Minister responsiblefor finance shall prepare and lay before the House of
Representativesin each financia year estimates of the revenuesand expendituresof Belize
for thenext followingfinancid year.

(2) Theheadsof expenditure contained in the estimates (other than expenditure
charged upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund by this Congtitution or any other law) shal be
included inaBill, to beknown asan Appropriation Bill, providing for theissuefromthe
Consolidated Revenue Fund of the sums necessary to meet that expenditure and the appro-
priation of those sumsfor the purposes specified therein.

3 If inrespect of any financial year itisfound-

CAP. 32.

Grant and
withholding
of pensions,
etc.

26 of 1988.

2 of 2001.
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@ that the amount appropriated by the appropriation law for

any purposeisinsufficient or that aneed hasarisenfor
expenditurefor apurposefor which no amount hasbeen
appropriated by that law; or

(b) that any moneys have been expended for any purposein
excess of theamount appropriated for the purpose by the
appropriation law or for apurposefor which no amount has
been appropriated by that |aw,

asupplementary estimate showing the sumsrequired or spent shal belaid beforethe House
of Representativesand the heads of any such expenditure shall beincluded inaSupple-
mentary Appropriation Bill.

116.  Any law enacted by the National Assembly may make provision under which, if
the appropriation law in respect of any financial year hasnot comeinto operation by the
beginning of that financia year, theMinister responsiblefor financemay authorisethewith-
drawal of moneysfrom the Consolidated Revenue Fund for the purpose of meeting expen-
diture necessary to carry onthe servicesof the Government until the expiration of four
monthsfrom the beginning of that financial year or the coming into operation of the appro-
priationlaw, whichever istheearlier.

117.-(1) Any law enacted by the National Assembly may providefor the establishment of
aContingencies Fund and for authorising the Minister responsiblefor finance, if satisfied
that there has arisen an urgent and unforeseen need for expenditure for which no other
provision exists, to make advancesfrom the Fund to meet that need.

2 Where any advance is made in accordance with subsection (1) of this
section, asupplementary estimate shall be presented and a Supplementary Appropriation
Bill shall beintroduced as soon as possible for the purpose of replacing the amount so
advanced.

118.-(1) Thereshall be paid to the holdersof the officesto which this section appliessuch
salaries and such allowances as may be prescribed by or under alaw enacted by the
Nationd Assembly.

()] Thesalariesand allowances prescribed in pursuance of thissectioninre-
spect of the holders of the officesto which this section applies shall beachargeonthe
Consolidated Revenue Fund.

3 Thesalary prescribed in pursuance of thissection in respect of the holder
of any officetowhich thissection gppliesand hisother termsof service (other than allow-
ancesthat are not taken into account in computing, under any law inthat behalf, any pen-
sion payableinrespect of hisservicein that office) shall not bedtered to hisdisadvantage
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after hisappointment.

4 When aperson’ssalary or other termsof servicedepend uponhis option,
thesaary or termsfor which he optsshall, for the purposes of subsection (3) of thissection,
be deemed to be more advantageousto him than any othersfor which he might have opted.

5) Thissection appliesto the offices of the Governor-Genera, the Chief Jus-
tice, Justice of the Court of Appeal, Justice of the Supreme Court, member of the Belize
Advisory Council, member of the Judicial and Lega ServicesCommission or the Security
Services Commission or the Public Services Commission, member of the Electionsand

Boundaries Commission, the Director of Public Prosecutionsand the Auditor-Generdl . Aduthorisation
of expen-
(6)  Nothinginthissection shal beconstrued asprejudicing the provisons gg\‘j;(':g o
of section 112 of thisConstitution. appropriation.

119.-(1) There shall be charged on the Consolidated Revenue Fund all debt chargesfor
whichBélizeisligble.

()] For the purposes of thissection debt chargesincludeinterest, sinkingfund  Contingencies
charges, the repayment or amortization of debt, and all expenditurein connectionwiththe ~ Fund.
raising of loans on the security of the Consolidated Revenue Fund and the service and
redemption of debt created thereby.

120.-(1) Thereshall bean Auditor-General whose office shal beapublic office.
()] TheAuditor-Generd shall-

@ satisfy himself that all moneysthat have been appropriated by
theNational Assembly and disbursed have been applied to

the purposesto which they were so appropriated and that the Remuneration
expenditure conformsto the authority that governsit; and of certain
officers.

(b) at least oncein every year audit and report on the public ac-
countsof Belize, theaccountsof al officersand authorities
of the Government, the accountsof al courtsof law in Belize,
the accountsof the Belize Advisory Council and every
Commission established by this Constitution and the accounts
of the Clerk tothe National Assembly.

3 TheAuditor-Genera and any officer authorised by himshall have access
toall books, records, returns, reportsand other documentswhichinhis  opinionrelateto
any of theaccountsreferred toin subsection (2) of thissection.

4 The Auditor-General shall submit every report madeby himin  pursu-
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ance of subsection (2) of thissection to the Minister responsiblefor financewho shall, not
later than seven daysafter theHouse of Representativesfirst meetsafter he hasreceived
thereport, lay it beforethe House.

5) If theMinister failstolay areport beforethe Housein accordancewiththe
provisionsof subsection (4) of thissection the Auditor-Genera shall transmit copiesof that
report to the Speaker who shall, as soon as practicabl e, present them to the House.

(6) The Auditor-Genera shall exercisesuch other functionsinreationtothe
accounts of the Government or the accounts of other authoritiesor bodies established by

law for public purposesasmay be prescribed by or under any law enacted by the Nationa
Ass=mbly.

) Intheexerciseof hisfunctionsunder subsections(2), (3), (4) and (5) of

thissection, the Auditor-Genera shall not be subject to thedirection or control of any
other person or authority.

PART X
Miscellaneous

121 .-(1) The personsto whom this section appliesshall conduct themselvesinsucha
way asnot-

@ to placethemselvesin positionsinwhich they haveor could
haveaconflict of interest;

(b) to compromisethefair exerciseof their public or officia
functionsand duties,

(© tousethelr officefor privategain;
(d) to demeanther officeor pogtion;
(e toallow their integrity to be called into question; or

() to endanger or diminishrespect for, or confidencein, the
integrity of the Government.

2 This section appliesto the Governor-General, membersof the Na-
tional Assembly, membersof the Belize Advisory Council, membersof the Judicia and
Lega ServicesCommission, the Security Services Commission or the Public Services
Commission, members of the Electionsand Boundaries Commission, public
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officersof statutory corporationsand government agencies, and such other officersasmay
be prescribed by law enacted by the National Assembly.

122.  Thenationa symbolsof Belizeshal bethose prescribed by theNational  Assembly.

123.-(1) Any referencein this Constitution to power to make appointmentsto any public
office shall be construed asincluding areference to the power to make appointmentson
promotion and transfer to that office and to the power to gppoint apersonto act in that office
during any period during which it isvacant or the holder thereof isunableto perform the
functionsof that office.

2 Inthis Congtitution, unlessthe context otherwiserequires, a reference
tothe holder of an office by theterm designating hisoffice shall be construed asincluding a
referenceto any personwhoisfor thetimebeinglawfully actingin or performing thefunctions
of that office.

3 Where by this Congtitution any personisdirected, or power isconferred on
any person or authority to appoint a person, to act in or otherwise to perform the
functionsof an officeif theholder thereof isunableto perform thefunctionsof that office, the
validity of any performance of those functionsby the person so directed or of any appoint-
ment madein exerciseof that power shall not becalledin questioninany court of law onthe
ground that the holder of the officeisnot unableto perform thefunctions of the office.

4 Where by this Constitution the Governor-Genera isrequiredto  appoint
apesonto act in, or otherwiseto perform thefunctionsof, an office established by this
Condtitution or apublic office, either actingin hisown deliberatejudgment or onthe advice of
any person, such power of gppointment shall not be exercised after the National Assembly
has been dissolved in accordance with section 84 of this Constitution prior to ageneral
election of membersof theHouseof  Representatives.

124.-(1) Whereany person hasvacated any office established by this Congtitution, he may,
if qualified, again be appointed or el ected to hold that officein accordance with the provi-
sonsof thisCongtitution.

2 Whenever the holder of any office constituted by or under this  Congtitu-
tion, or any public office otherwise condtituted, isonleave of absence  pending relinquish-
ment of hisoffice-

@ another person may be appointed to that office; and

(b) that person shall, for the purpose of any function of that office, be deemedto
bethe soleholder of that office.

125.-(1) Referencesin this Constitution to the power to remove apublic officer from his
office shall be construed asincluding referencesto any power conferred by any law tore-

Code of
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quireor permit that officer to retire from the public service and to any power or right to
terminate acontract on which apersonisemployed asapublic officer and to determine
whether any such contract shall or shall not berenewed:

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall be construed as conferring on any
person or authority power to require any Justice of the Supreme Court or Justice of Ap-
pedl, the Director of Public Prosecutions, or the Auditor-General to retirefrom thepublic
savice,

2 Any provision of this Constitution that vestsin any person or authority
power to removeany public officer from hisoffice shall bewithout prejudiceto the power
of any person or authority to abolish any office or to any law providing for the compul sory
retirement of public officersgenerally or any class of public officer on attaining an age
specifiedtherein.

126.-(1) A Senator or amember of the House of Representatives may resign hisseat by
writing under hishand addressed to the President or the Speaker, asthe case may be, and
theresignation shall take effect, and the seat shall accordingly become vacant, whenthe
writingisrecelved, asthe case may be, by-

@ the President or Speaker;

(b) if theofficeof President or Speaker isvacant or the Presi-

dent or Speaker isfor any reason unableto perform thefunc-
tionsof hisofficeand no other personisperforming them, the
Vice-President or Deputy Speaker; or

(© if theofficeof Vice-President or Deputy Speaker isvacant or
theVice-President or Deputy Speaker isfor any reason unable

to performthefunctionsof hisofficeand no other personis
performing them, the Clerk to the National Assembly.

()] ThePresident or the Vice-President or the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker
may resign hisofficeby writing under hishand addressed to the Senate or the House, asthe
casemay be, and theresignation shall take effect, and the office shal accordingly become
vacant, whenthewritingisreceived by the Clerk tothe National Assembly.

(3 Any person who has been appointed to an office established by thisCon-
stitution (other than an office to which subsection (1) or (2) of thissection applies) or any
officeof Minister established under thisCongtitution may resign that officeby writing under
hishand addressed to the person or authority by whom hewas appointed and theresigna-
tion shall take effect, and the office shall accordingly become vacant-

@ at suchtimeor onsuch date (if any) asmay be specifiedinthe
writing; or
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(b) when thewriting isreceived by the person or authority to whom
itisaddressed or by such other person asmay be authorised
torecaveit,

whicheveristhelater:

Provided that theresignation may bewithdrawn beforeit takeseffect if theperson or
authority to whom theresignationisaddressed consentsto itswithdrawal.

127.  Noprovisonof thisCongtitution that any person or authority shall not be subject to
thedirectionor control of any other person or authority in the exercise of any functionsunder
this Congtitution shall be construed as precluding acourt of law fromexercisingjurisdiction
inrelationto any question whether that personor  authority has performed thosefunctions
inaccordance with this Congtitution or any other law or should not perform thosefunctions.

128. Whereany power isconferred by this Constitution to makeany proclamation, regu-
lation, order or rule, or to giveany direction or instructions, the power shall be construed as
including the power, exercisablein like manner, to amend or revoke any such proclamation,
regulation, order, rule, direction or instructions.

129.-(1) Where any person or authority isdirected by this Constitution to exercise any
function after consultation with any other person or authority, that person or authority shall
not be obliged to exercisethat function in accordance with the advice of that other person or
authority.

2 Whereany person or authority isdirected by this Constitution or any other
law to consult any other person or authority beforetaking any decision or action, that other
person or authority must be given agenuine opportunity to present hisor itsviewsbeforethe
decision or action, asthe case may be, istaken.

130. Thereshall beanationa seal bearing onit such deviceastheNationa Assembly
shall approveby resolution.

131.-(1) InthisConstitution, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-

“Belize” meanstheland and seaareasdefined in Schedule 1 to this Constitution;
“Commonwedlth citizen” hassuch meaning asthe National Assembly may prescribe;
“Court of Appeal” meansthe Court of Appeal established by thisCongtitution;
“Crown” meansthe Crowninright of Belize;

“financia year” meansthetwe ve monthsending on 31st Marchinany year or on such other

Removad
from office.

Resignations.
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dateasmay fromtimeto timebe prescribed by any law enacted by the Nationa Assembly;
“the Gazette” meansthe Belize Government Gazette and includes any supplement
thereto;
“the Government” meansthe Government of Bdlize;
“theHouse” meansthe House of Representativesor the Senate asthe context may
require;
“theHouseof Representatives’ meansthe House of Representatives established by this
Condtitution;
“Independence Day” means 21st September, 1981,
“lav” meansany law inforcein Belizeor any part thereof, including any instrument
Saving of having theforceof law and any unwrittenruleof law, and“lawful” and“lawfully” shall be
jurisdiction  congtrued accordingly;
of courts.
“Minister” meansaMinister of Government;
“theNational Assembly” meanstheNational Assembly established by thisCongtitution;
Power to “oath” includesaffirmation;
amend and
{r?s’tcr’l'j;ems “ oath of alegiance and office” meansthe oath prescribed in Schedule 3to this Constitu-
etc. tion,
Consultation.  “Police Department” meansthe Belize Police Department;
“President” and “Vice-President” mean therespective personsholding officeasPresi-
dent and Vice-President of the Senate;
“public office’” meansany officeof emolumentinthepublic service,
“public officer” meansaperson holding or actingin any public office;
“the public service” means, subject to the provisionsof thissection, the service of the
National Crowninacivil capacity in respect of the Government;
Sedl.
“Senate’” meansthe Senate established by this Congtitution;
Interpretation.
“sesson” means, inrelaionto aHouse of the Nationd Assembly, thesittingsof that House
Schedule 1. commencing whenit first meets after the prorogation or dissolution of the National Assem-

bly at any timeand terminating whentheNational Assembly is  prorogued or isdissolved
without having been prorogued,;
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“ditting” means, inrelation to aHouse of the National Assembly, aperiod duringwhichthat
Houseissitting continuoudy without adjournment and includesany  period duringwhich
theHouseisin committee;

“Speaker” and “ Deputy Speaker” mean the respective persons holding office as Speaker
and Deputy Speaker of theHouseof Representatives;

“Supreme Court” meansthe Supreme Court of Judicatureestablished by this  Congtitu-
tion.

2 Exceptin sections63 (1) and 71 of this Congtitution, referencesin thisCon-
stitution to amember or membersof theHouse of Representativesortoa  Senator or
Senatorsdo not include referencesto apersonwho, under section 56(2), isamember of the
Houseby virtue of holding the office of Speaker, or who, under section 61 (2), isa Senator
by virtueof holding the officeof President.

3 InthisConstitution, unlessthe context otherwiserequires, referencesto an
officeinthepublic serviceshall be construed asincluding referencesto the officesof Justice
of the Supreme Court and Justice of Appedl, offices of members of the Police Department,
and officeson the Governor-Generd’spersonal staff.

4 InthisConstitution, unlessthe context otherwiserequires, referencesto an
officein the public service shall not be construed asincluding referencesto the office of
PrimeMinister or other Minister of State, Speaker or Deputy Speaker or member of the
House of Representatives, President or Vice-President or Senator, member of the Belize
Advisory Council, or member of any Commission established by this Constitution or the
Clerk, Deputy Clerk or staff of the National Assembly.

(4a) InthisCongdtutionorinany other Act, Ordinance, rule, regulation, order or
other instrument having effect aspart of thelawsof Belize, areference-

@ to“thePoliceForce” or to “the Force’ shall be substituted by
thewords* the Police Departement” or “the Department”, as
the case may be;

(b) to“the Permanent Secretary” shall be substituted by thewords
“the Chief Executive Officer”;

(© tothe“Judicia and Lega Services Section of the Public Ser-
vicesCommission” shall be substituted by thewords*“the
Judicia and Legd ServicesCommission”.

5) For the purposes of this Constitution, aperson shall not be regarded as
holding apublic officeby reason only of thefact that heisinreceipt of apensonor other like

Schedule 3.

42 of 1999.



124

CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

26 of 1988.

2 of 2001.

allowancein respect of serviceunder the Crown.

(6) Saveasotherwiseprovidedinthis Congtitution, the Interpretation Act 1980
asinforceimmediately before Independence Day shall apply, with the necessary adapta-
tions, for the purpose of interpreting this Congtitution.

PART XI
Transitional Provisions
132. InthisPart-
“the Congtitution Ordinance” meansthe British Honduras Congtitution Ordinance 1963;
“the Letters Patent” meansthe Belize L etters Patent 1964 to 1979.

133. TheGovernor (asdefined for the purposes of the L etters Patent) acting after con-
sultation with the Premier (as so defined) may at any time after this section comesinto
operation exercise any of the powersconferred onthe Governor-General by  section 134
of thisCongtitution to such extent asmay benecessary or expedient to enablethe Congtitu-
tion to function asfrom Independence Day.

134.-(1) Subject to the provisionsof thisPart, the existing laws shall notwithstanding the
revocation of the L etters Patent and the Constitution Ordinance continuein force on and
after Independence Day and shall then have effect asif they had been madein pursuance of
thisCondtitution but they shall be construed with such modifications, adaptations, quaifica:
tionsand exceptionsasmay be necessary to bringtheminto conformity with this Consti-
tution.

2 Where any matter that fallsto be prescribed or otherwise provided for
under this Constitution by the National Assembly or by any other authority or personis
prescribed or provided for by or under an existing law (including any amendment to any
suchlaw made under thissection) that prescription or provision shal asfrom Independence
Day haveeffect (with such modifications, adaptations, qudificationsand exceptionsasmay
be necessary to bring it into conformity with this Congtitution) asif it had been made under
thisCongtitution by the National Assembly or asthe case may require by the other authority
Or person.

3 The Governor-Generd may by Order published inthe Gazettewithintwelve
monthsafter | ndependence Day make such amendmentsto any existing law (other thanthis
Congtitution) asmay be necessary or expedient for bringing that |aw into conformity with
the provisonsof thisCondtitution or otherwisefor giving effect or enabling effect to begiven
tothoseprovisions.
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4 An Order made under this section may be amended or revoked by the
National Assembly or inrelationto any existing law affected thereby, by any other authority
having power to amend, repeal or revokethat existing law.

5) Theprovisionsof thissection shal bewithout prejudiceto any powerscon-
ferred by this Constitution or by any other law upon any person or authority to make provi-
sonfor any matter, including theamendment or repeal of any existing law.

(6) Inthissection, theexpression “existing law” meansany Act of the Parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom, Order of Her Mg esty in Council, Ordinance, rule, regulation,
order or other instrument having effect as part of thelaw of Belizeimmediately before Inde-
pendence Day (including any such law made beforethat day and cominginto operation onor
after that day).

135.-(1) Her Mgesty may before I ndependence Day appoint thefirst Governor-  General
from among personswho qualify by virtue of section 23 of this Constitution to become
citizensof Belizeon Independence Day.

2 Any such appointment shall take effect asfrom Independence Day, and the
person so appointed shal hold officein accordance with section 30 of this Congtitution.

136.-(1) The person who, immediately before Independence Day, holdsthe office of Pre-
mier under the L ettersPatent shall, asfrom that day, hold officeasPrime Minigter asif hehad
been appointed thereto under section 37 of this Congtitution.

2 The personswho, immediately before Independence Day, hold officeas
Ministers (other than the Premier) under the L etters Patent shall, asfrom that day, hold the
likeofficesasif they had been appointed thereto under section 40 of this Congtitution.

3 Any person holding theofficeof PrimeMinister or other Minister by virtue
of subsections (1) and (2) of this section who, immediately before Inde-
pendence Day, was under the L etters Patent assigned responsibility for any  businessor
department of government shall, asfromthat day, be deemed to have been assigned respon-
sibility for that businessor department under section41 of this  Congtitution.

4 Any person holding theofficeof PrimeMinister or other Minister by virtue
of subsections (1) and (2) of thissection shall be deemed to have satisfied the requirements
of section 46 of thisCongtitution.

137.-(1) The personswho, immediately before |ndependence Day, are members of the
former Houseof Representativesshall, asfromthat day, be deemedto havebeeneectedin
pursuance of section 56 (1) of thisConstitution in the respectiveelectora divisonscorre-
sponding to the electoral divisionsby which they were returned to the former House of
Representatives, and shall hold their seatsinthe House of Representativesin accordance
withtheprovisionsof thisCongtitution.
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2 Thepersonswho, immediately before IndependenceDay, are mem-
bersof theformer Senate, having been appointed as such under paragraphs(a), (b) and (c)
of section 9 (2) of the Congtitution Ordinance, shdl, asfrom Independence Day, be deemed
to have been appointed to the Senate in pursuance of section 61 of this Constitution, and
shall hold their seatsin the Senatein accordance with the provisonsof this Congtitution.

3 The persons deemed to be €l ected to the House of Representativesor to
be appointed to the Senate by virtue of subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall be
deemed to have satisfied the requirements of section 71 of this Constitution.

4) The personswho, immediately before Independence Day, are the Speaker
and Deputy Speaker of theformer House of Representativesandthe  President and
Vice-President of theformer Senate shall, asfrom Independence Day, be deemed to have
been el ected respectively as Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the House of Representa
tivesand President and Vice-President of the Senatein accordance with the provi-
sionsof thisConstitution and shal hold officein accordance with those provisions.

5) The personwho, immediately before Independence Day, isthe Leader of
the Oppositionintheformer House of Representativesshall, asfrom that day, be deemed
to have been appointed as L eader of the Opposition in pursuance of section 47 of this
Congtitution, and shall hold office as suchin accordancewith the provisonsof this
Condtitution.

(6) The Standing Orders of theformer House of Representativesand of the
former Senateasinforceimmediately beforelndependence Day shdl, until itisotherwise
provided under section 70 of this Constitution, be the Standing Ordersrespectively of the
Houseof Representativesand of the Senate, but they shall be construed with such
modifications, adaptations, qualificationsand exceptionsas may be necessary to bring
theminto conformity with thisConstitution.

(7) Notwithstanding anything in section 84 (2) of the Constitution (but subject
to subsection (3) of that section), the Nationa Assembly shall, unless sooner dissolved,
stand dissolved on 30th November 1984 (that isto say, fiveyearsfrom the date when the
two Houses of the former National Assembly first met after thelast dissolution of that
Assembly under the Constitution Ordinance).

8 Inthissection, theexpressons*former National Assembly”, “former House
of Representatives’, and “former Senate” mean respectively theNational ~ Assembly,
House of Representatives, and Senate established by the Constitution  Ordinance.

138.  Subjecttotheprovisonsof thisCongtitution every person who immediately before
Independence Day holds or isacting in a public office under the L etters Patent or the
Congtitution Ordinance shall, asfrom that day, continueto hold or act in that office or the
corresponding office established by this Congtitution asif he had been appointed theretoin
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accordancewith the provisionsof this Congtitution and asif he had taken any oath required
by thisConstitution or any other law:

Provided that any person who under the L etters Patent, the Congtitution  Ordi-
nance or any other law inforceimmediately before Independence Day would have been
required to vacate hisoffice at the expiration of any period shall, unlessearlier removedin
accordancewith this Congtitution, vacate his office at the expiration of that period.

139.-(1) Subject tothe provisonsof this Congtitution, the Supreme Court shall on and after
I ndependence Day haveadll the powerswhichimmediately beforethat day arevestedinthe
former Supreme Court.

()] All proceedingsthat, immediately before Independence Day, are pending
beforetheformer Supreme Court may be continued and concluded on and after that day
before the Supreme Court.

3 Any decison given before Independence Day by theformer Supreme Court
shall for the purposesof itsenforcement or of any appeal therefrom have effect onand after
that day asif it were adecision of the Supreme Court.

4 Any appealsfrom Bdizethat, immediately before Independence Day, are
pending beforetheformer Court of Appea may be continued and concluded on and after
that day beforethe Court of Apped.

5) Any decision given before Independence Day by theformer Court of Ap-
pedl shdl for the purposesof itsenforcement or of any appeal therefrom have effect onand
after that day asif it wereadecision of the Court of Appedl.

(6) Inthissection-

“theformer Supreme Court” meansthe Supreme Court established by the Constitution
Ordinance;

“theformer Court of Appea” meansthe Court of Appeal established by the Court of Ap-
peal Ordinance 1967.

140.-(1) The National Assembly may alter any of the provisionsof thisPart, other than
thosereferred toin subsection (2) of thissection, inthe manner specified in section 69(4) of
thisCondtitution.

2 TheNationa Assembly may alter thissection, subsections(1), (4) and (7)
of section 137, section 138 and section 139 of this Constitution in the manner specifiedin
subsections(3) and (5) of section 69 of this Constitution.

3 Subsections(7) and (8) of section 69 of this Constitution shall apply for the

National
Assembly.
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purpose of construing referencesin thissection to any provision of thisPart and to the alter-
ation of any such provision asthey apply for the purpose of construing referencesin section
69 of this Constitution and in Schedule 2 hereto to any provision of this Constitution and to
thealteration of any such provision.
PART XII
Repeal and Date of Commencement
141. ThisConstitution shall comeinto operation on Independence Day:
Existing Provided that sections 133 and 135 of this Congtitution shall comeinto operation
publ ic forthwith.
officers.
142. TheOrdinances set out in Schedule 4 are revoked with effect from Inde-
pendence Day.
Supreme
Court and
Court of
Appeal.
Section 1

SCHEDULE1TO THECONSTITUTION

Definition of Belize

1 Theterritory of Belize comprisesthemainland of Belizeand al its associ-
ated islandsand cayeswithin the areabounded by thefrontierswith ~ Guatemalaand
Mexico and theouter limit of theterritorial seaof Belize described asfollows:-

@ thefrontier with Guatemalaistheline prescribed by the Treaty
between the United Kingdom and Guatemalasigned on 30
April 1859;

(b) thefrontier with Mexicoistheline prescribed by the Treaty
between the United Kingdom and Mexico signed on 8 July



Belize Constitution [CAP. 4

129

1893;

(© theouter limit of theterritoriad seaof Belizeisthelimit pro-
vided by law measured from such baselinesasmay have been
prescribed before Independence Day by law or otherwise, or

asmay be so prescribed thereafter,

and also includesthe Turneffe Islands, the Cayesof Lighthouse Reef and Glover Reef,
together with all associated idetsand reefs, and their adjacent watersasfar astheouter limit
of theterritorial seaappertaining to them.

2. Theareareferredtoin paragraph 1 of this Scheduleincludes, but isnot limited to,
AmbergrisCaye, Caye Caulker, Caye Chapel, Long Caye, Frenchman’'sCaye, St. George's
Caye, Sergeant’sCaye, Goff’sCaye, English Caye, Rendezvous Caye, Bluefield Range of
Cayes, Southern Long Caye, Columbus Caye, Fly Range of Cayes, Tobacco Range of
Cayes, Southern Water Caye, Carrie Bow Caye, Gladden Caye, Silk Cayes, Pompion
Caye, RanguanaRange of Cayes, SapodillaRange of Cayes, Snake Cayes, dll idandsand

cayesassociated with the above-mentioned cayes, and all other cayeslying withinand along
theBarrier Reef.

Section 69

SCHEDULE2TOTHE CONSTITUTION
Alteration of Constitution
Provisionsof Constitution referred to in section 69(3)-
@) Part I1;
@i sections55t0 60 (inclusive), 84, 85, 8810 93 (inclusive);
@iy  PartVII;

(V)  sections52(2), 54,108 (7) and (8), 109 (6) and (7), and
11;

Alteration of
this Part.

Schedule 2.

Commence-
ment.

Revocations.
Schedule 4.
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V) sections 105 and 106.

Section 131 (1)
SCHEDULE 3 TO THE CONSTITUTION
Form of Oath and Form of Affirmation
Form of Oath
Oath of Allegianceand Office
[, , do swear that | will bear truefaith and allegianceto
Belize, and will uphold the Congtitution and thelaw, and that | will consientioudy, impar-
tially and to the best of my ability dischargemy dutiesas| ]anddo

right to al manner of peoplewithout fear or favour, affection or ill-will. [So helpme,
God.]
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Form of Affirmation
Affirmation of Allegianceand Office

[, , do solemnly and sincerely affirm and declarethat | will
bear truefaith and allegianceto Belize, and will uphold the Congtitution and thelaw, and
that | will conscientioudy, impartialy and to the best of my abiliity dischargemy dutiesas
[ ] and doright to all manner of peoplewithout fear or favour,
affectionorill-will.

SCHEDULE4TOTHE CONSTITUTION

REVOCATIONS

Ordinance Revoked References

BritishHonduras

Condtitution Ordinance,
1963. No. 33/1963
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2 of 2001.

BritishHonduras
Condtitution
(Amendment)
Ordinance, 1966

BritishHonduras
Condtitution
(Amendment)
Ordinance, 1970

No. 23/1966

No. 9/1970
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