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CHAPTERG

CONTRACTOR-GENERAL

6 0f 1993, [5th January, 1994]
Commencement.
[31. 3. 1999]
S.1. 18 of 1999. PART |
Preliminary
Shorttitle. 1. ThisAct may becited asthe Contractor-General Act.
Interpretation. 2.-(1) InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-
“contractor” includesany person, firm or entity with whom apublic body
entersinto any agreement for the carrying out of any building or other works
or for the supply of any goods or servicesand includesapersonwho
carriesout such worksor supplies such goodsor servicesfor or on behalf
of any public body pursuant to alicence, permit or other concession or
authority issued or granted to that person by apublic body;
“Contractor-Genera” meansthe Contractor-General appointed under
section 3 of thisAct;
“Council” meansthe Belize Advisory Council established under section 54
CAP4 of the Condtitution;
“functions’ includes powersand duties,
“ TheMinister” meansthe Minister responsiblefor Finance;
“prescribed licence” meansany licence, certificate, quota, permit or war-
rant issued or granted pursuant to any enactment by apublic body or an
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officer thereof;
“principd officer” means-

(@ inrdaiontoaMinistry, the Permanent Secretary of that
Minidry;

(b) inrelationtoaDepartment, the Head of that Department;
and

(¢) inrdationtoany other public body - the Chief Executive
Officer, genera manager, or other smilar officer of that body;

“public body” means-
(@  aMinistry, department or agency of Government;
(b)  aCity Council or aTown Council;
()  astatutory body or authority; or

(d)  any company registered under the CompaniesAct, beinga CAP 250,
company inwhich the Government or an agency of Govern-
ment holds not lessthan fifty-one per centumof the ordinary
shares,

“public contract” meansacontract awarded by apublic body and includes
any licence, permit or other concession or authority issued by apublic body
or agreement entered into by apublic body for the carrying out of any
building or other worksor for the supply of any goodsor services,

“publicofficer” or “public service’ hasthemeaning assigned to it under
section 131 of the Belize Condtitution; CAP4
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CAP.4

The Contractor-
Generdl.

Independence
of Contractor-
Generd.

“Public Services Commission” meansthe Public ServicesCommission
constituted under section 105 of the Constitution.

(2) ThereferencesinthisAct toaMinistry, department or agency of
Government includeareferenceto the Minister, Minister of State, members
or officersof that Ministry, department or agency.

PART Il
Establishment of the Office of Contractor-General

3.-(1) For the purposesof thisAct, thereishereby constituted an officeto
be known asthe Contractor-General.

(2) The Contractor-Genera shall be appointed by the Governor-
Generdl, acting on therecommendations of both Houses of the National
Assembly contained inresolutions passed inthat behalf.

(3) Notwithstanding anythingtothecontrary containedinthisAct;
the office of Contractor-General shall not bedeemed to bean officeinthe
public service.

(4) TheContractor-General shall be appointed without regard to
politica affiliation and solely onthebasisof integrity and demonstrated
ability inaccounting, auditing, financid analyss, law, management analysis,
or publicadminigration.

4.-(1) Inthe exercise of the powers conferred upon him by thisAct, the
Contractor-General shall not be subject to thedirection or control of any
other person or authority and no proceedings of the Contractor-Genera
shall becalledin questioninany court of law by way of certiorari or any
other means.

(2) Nothingin subsection (1) of thissection shall be construed as
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preventing the assignment to aMinister of responsi bility for such aspectsof
theadministration of thisAct asare necessary or desirabletofacilitateliaison
between the National Assembly and the Contractor-General.

5.-(1) Subject to the provisionsof thisAct, aperson appointed asContrac-  Tenureof office.
tor-General shall hold officefor aperiod of threeyearsand shal, at the
expiration of such period, bedigiblefor reappointment

(2) A person appointed as Contractor-General may at hisown
request berelieved of office by the Governor-Genera and shall inany case,
subject to the provisions of subsections (3) and (4) of thissection, vacate
officeon attaining theage of sixty-fiveyears.

(3) TheGovernor-General, acting on therecommendations of the
National Assembly asaforesaid, may permit aContractor-General who
attainsthe age of sixty-fiveyearsto continuein office until he has attained
such later age, not exceeding seventy years, asmay be agreed between them.

(4) Notwithstanding that he hasattained the age at which heisre-
quired by or under the provisionsof thissectionto vacate hisoffice, the
Contractor-General may continuein officefor such period after attaining that
age asthe Governor-General, acting on the recommendations of the National
Assembly asaforesaid, may specify, in order to enablethe Contractor-
Generd togivehisdecisonor do any other thinginrelaionto any investiga-
tion hewas conducting before he attained that age.

(5) Nothing doneby the Contractor-General shal beinvalid by
reason only that he has attained the age at which heisrequired by thissection
tovacatehisoffice.

6.-(1) The Contractor-General may beremoved from officeonly for - Removal from
office,

(@ inability todischargethefunctionsof hisoffice (whether
arising frominfirmity of body or mind or any other cause);
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10 CAP. 6] Contractor-General

or
(b)  misbehaviour; or

(¢) tradingwithapublic body without the prior approval, by
resol ution, of each House of the National Assembly,

and shall not be so removed except in accordancewith the provisionsof this
section.

(2) For the purposesof thissection, aContractor-General trades
withapublic body if, while holding office as such, he becomesparty to, or
isapartner inafirmor adirector or manager of acompany whichto his
knowledge becomes aparty to any contract with apublic body.

(3) If eech House of the National Assembly by Resolution decides
that the question of removing the Contractor-General from office ought to
beinvestigated then-

(@ theGovernor-Genera shall refer thematter tothe Belize
Advisory Council which shall sit asatribunal presided over
by the Chairman of the Council; and

(b)  theCouncil shall enquireinto the matter and report onthe
factsto the Governor-General and advisethe Governor-
Genera whether the Contractor-General ought to be
removed under thissection.

(4) Wherethe question of theremoval of the Contractor-General
from office hasbeen referred to the Council, the Governor-General may
suspend the Contractor-Genera from performing thefunctionsof hisoffice
and any such suspension may at any time berevoked by the Governor-
Genera and shall inany case ceaseto haveeffect if the Council advisesthe
Governor-General that the Contractor-General ought not to beremoved
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Contractor-General [CAP.6 1

fromoffice

7.-(1) No person shall bequalified for appointment totheofficeof Contrac-  Disqualifications

tor-Generd if he- ‘;‘t)é appointment,
(@ isamember of the House of Representativesor the Senate;
or
(b) isamember of alocal authority; or
() isanundischarged bankrupt; or
(d) hasat any timebeen convicted of any offenceinvolving
dishonesty or moral turpitude; or
(e) isapartyto, or partner inafirm, or adirector or manager of

acompany which to hisknowledgeisaparty to any contract
withapublic body.

(2) TheContractor-Genera shall vacate officeif any circumstances
arisethat, if hewere not Contractor-General would cause himto be disquali-
fied for appointment as such, by virtue of subsection (1) of thissection.

8. A person appointed as Contractor-Genera shal beafull-timeofficer Restriction on

and-

@

employment.
shdl not be employedin any other capacity during any period
inwhich heholdsoffice as Contractor-Generd ; and

(b) shal not, at any time after he has ceased to hold office as
Contractor-Genera, be digiblefor appointment in the public
service.
9.-(1) Whereavacancy arisesintheoffice of Contractor-Genera, the Filling of vacancy.

Governor-Genera, acting on therecommendations of the National Assembly,
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Remuneration
of Contractor-
Generd.

Pensions and
gratuities.
First Schedule.

Appointment of
officers, etc.

may designate aperson to act in that office during such vacancy, until a
subgtantive gppoi ntment ismade.

(2) Whereby reason of ilIness, absencefrom the country or other
sufficient cause, aperson appointed as Contractor-General isunableto
perform hisfunctionsunder thisAct, he may appoint amember of his staff
to perform those functionsfor aperiod not exceeding two months, but if the
Contractor-Generd isunableor failsto appoint suchapersonor ifitis
necessary that such aperson be appointed for aperiod in excess of two
months, the Governor-Generd, acting on therecommendationsof the
National Assembly, may appoint asuitable person to perform thosefunc-
tions.

10.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Contractor-General shall receive such
emolumentsand be subject to such other termsand conditionsof serviceas
may from timeto time be prescribed by or under any law or by resol ution of
theNationa Assembly, such emolumentsbeing not |essthan the emoluments
which may, fromtimetotime, be payableto ajudge of the Supreme Court.

(2) Theemolumentsand termsand conditionsof serviceof the
Contractor-General, other than allowancesthat are not taken into accountin
computing pension, shall not be dtered to hisdisadvantage during the period
of hisappointment or regppointment, asthe case may be.

(3) Theemolumentsfor thetimebeing payableto the Contractor-
General by virtue of thisAct shall be charged on and paid out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

11. Theprovisionsof theFirst Scheduleto thisAct shall have effect with
respect to the pension and other benefitsto be paid to or in respect of a
personwho has held the office of Contractor-General.

12.-(1) The Contractor-General may appoint and employ for the purposes
of thisAct, on such remuneration and on suchtermsand conditionsas may
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Contractor-General [CAP.6 13

be approved by the National Assembly, such officersand agentsasmay be
considered necessary to assist himinthe proper performance of hisfunctions
under thisAct.

(2) TheGovernor-Genera or the Public ServicesCommission, as
the case may be, may, subject to such conditionsasmay beimposed,
approvethe secondment to the staff of the Contractor-General, of any officer
inthe public service, provided that inrelation to any pension, gratuity, allow-
ancesand other rightsasapublic officer, such officer shall bedeemedto be
inthepublic servicewhile so employed.

13. Every person appointed to the staff of the Contractor-General shall, Oath of secrecy.

before he performsany function assigned to him under or by virtueof this

Act, take and subscribe an oath to be admini stered by the Contractor-

Generd intheform set out in the Second Scheduleto thisAct. Second
Schedule.

PART Il

Functions of Contractor-General

14.-(1) Subject to the provisionsof thisAct, thefunctionsof the Contractor-  Functions

Generd shall beasfollows- of the
Contractor-

(@ tomonitor theaward and theimplementation of Generd.

public contractswith aview to ensuring that-
(i) suchcontractsareawarded impartialy and on merit;

(i) thecircumstancesinwhich each contractisawarded
or, asthe case may be, terminated, do not involveany

impropriety or irregul arity;

(i) without prejudiceto thefunctionsof any public
body inrelationto any contract, theimplementation
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14 CAP. 6]

Contractor-General

()

©

(d)

of each such contract conformsto theterms
thereof;

(iv) thereisnofraud, corruption, mismanagement, waste
or abuseintheawarding of contractsby apublic

body;

toinvestigate any such fraud, mismanagement, wasteor
abuse;

to develop policy guidelines, evaluate programme perfor-
mance and monitor actionstaken by apublic body with
respect to the award, execution and termination of con-
tracts; and

to monitor thegrant, issue, suspension or revocation of
any prescribed licence, with aview to ensuring that the
circumstances of such grant, issue, Suspension or revoca
tion do not involveimpropriety or irregularity and, where
appropriate, to examinewhether suchlicenceisusedin
accordance with thetermsand conditionsthereof.

(2) For the purpose of thedischarge of hisfunctionsunder thisAct,
the Contractor-General shall beentitled -

@)

()

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE
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Contractor-General [CAP.6 15

() tohaveaccesstoany premisesor location wherework ona
public contract hasbeen, isbeing or isto be carried out;

(d) tohaveaccesstoal books, records, documentsor other
property used in connection with the grant, issue, suspension
or revocation of any prescribed licencewhether inthe
possession of any public officer or any other person;

() tohaveaccesstoany premisesor location wherehehas
reason to believethat any such books, records, documents
or other property asarereferred to in paragraph (d) above
or any property whichisthe subject of aprescribed licence,
may befound;

()  toenter any premisesoccupied by any personinorder to
make such enquiriesor to inspect such document, record or
property as he considers necessary to any matter being
investigated by him; and

() without prejudicetothe provisionsof sections18and 19, to
retain any such document, record or other property referred
toin paragraph (f) above.

(3) For the purpose of subsection (2) of this section, the Contractor-
Genera shall have power to requireany public body tofurnishinsuch
manner and at such timesasmay be specified by the Contractor-General,
information with regard to the award of any contract and such other informa-
tioninrelation thereto asthe Contractor-General considersdesirable.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (d) and (€) of subsection (2), the
Contractor-General shall have power to requireany public officer or any
other person to furnishin such manner and at such timesasmay be specified
by the Contractor-General, information with regard to the grant, issue,
suspension, or revocation of any prescribed licence and such other informa-
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16 CAP. 6] Contractor-General

tioninrdation thereto asthe Contractor-General considersdesirable.
PART IV
Investigations by Contractor-General

Scope of 15. The Contractor-General shall, whereitisnecessary and desirable,
investigation. conduct aninvestigationinto any or al of thefollowing matters:-

(@ thesdectionof contractors,

(b) tender proceduresrelating to contracts awarded by public
bodies,;

() theawardof any public contract;

(d) anydlegationof fraud, mismanagement, waste or abuse
involving public contracts;

() theimplementation of thetermsof any public contract;

()  thecircumstancesof and the practicesand procedures
relating to thegrant, issue, use, suspension or revocation of
any prescribed licence.

Initiation of 16.-(1) Aninvestigation pursuant to section 15 of thisAct may be under-
investigation. taken by the Contractor-General on hisown initiative or asaresult of
representationsmadeto him, if inhisopinion such investigation iswarranted.

(2) TheContractor-General may receive and investigate complaints
or information from an employee of apublic body concerningthe possible
exisgtenceof an activity congdtituting aviolation of law, rules, or regulations; or
mismanagement, grosswaste of funds, fraud, corruption or other impropri-
ety relating to the award or termination of any contract; or thegrant, issue
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suspension or revocation of any prescribed licence.

(3) TheContractor-General shall not, after receipt of acomplaint or
information from an employee under subsection (2) of thissection, disclose
theidentity of the employeewithout the consent of theemployee, unlessthe
Contractor-General determinesthat such disclosureisunavoidable during the
courseof theinvestigation.

17.-(1) The Contractor-General may adopt whatever procedure he consid-

ersappropriateto the circumstances of aparticular case and, subject tothe

provisionsof thisAct, may obtaininformation from such personsandin such
manner and make such enquiries ashethinksfit.

(2) Nothing inthis Act shall be construed asrequiring the Contrac-
tor-General to hold any hearing and no person shall beentitled asof right to
comment on any allegationsor to be heard by the Contractor-General.

(3) Regulationsmade under thisAct may prescribethe practice and
procedureto be adopted at any hearing.

(4) Where, for the purpose of an investigation, the Contractor-
Genera requiresaperson to attend before him, that person shall beentitled
to be paid for any expensesincurred by him by reason of such attendance
and by way of compensation for thetroubleand lossof time suffered by him.

18.-(1) Subject to the provisionsof subsection (5) of thissection and section
19 (1) of thisAct, the Contractor-General may at any timerequireany
officer or member of apublic body or any other personwho, in hisopinion,
isableto giveany assistancein relation to theinvestigation of any matter
pursuant to thisAct, to furnish such information and produce any document
or thing in connection with such matter asmay bein the possession or under
the control of that officer, member or other person.

(2) Subject asaforesaid, the Contractor-General may summon

Procedurein
respect of
investigations.

Evidence.
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CAP 101

Restriction on

before him and examineon oath-
(@ any personwho has maderepresentationsto him; or

(b) any officer, member or employeeof apublic body or any
other person who, in the opinion of the Contractor-Generd,
isabletofurnishinformationrelatingtotheinvestigation,

and such examination shal | be deemed to beajudicial proceeding and the
provisonsof TitleXV of the Criminal Code (relating to perjury and ob-
struction of publicjustice) shall apply to all statementsmadein such pro-
ceedings.

(3) For the purposeof aninvestigation under thisAct, the Contrac-
tor-General shall havethe same powersasaJudge of the Supreme Court in
respect of the attendance and examination of witnesses and the production
of documents.

(4) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, any obligationto maintain
secrecy or any restriction on the disclosure of information or the production
of any document or paper or thingimposed on any person by or under any
law shall not apply in relation to thedisclosure of information or the produc-
tion of any document or thing by that person to the Contractor-Genera for
the purpose of aninvestigation; and accordingly, no person shal beliableto
prosecution for an offence under any such law by reason only of hiscompli-
ancewith areguirement of the Contractor-General under thisAct.

(5) No personshal, for the purpose of aninvestigation, be com-
pelled to giveany evidenceor produce any document or thing which he
could not be compelled to give or producein proceedingsin any court of
law.

19.-(1) Wherethe Secretary to the Cabinet at the direction of Cabinet

disclosure of certifiesthat thegiving of any information or theanswering of any question
certain matters.
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Contractor-General [CAP.6 19

or production of any document or thing, would -

() involvethedisclosureof thedeliberationsor proceedings
of the Cabinet, or any committeethereof, relating to
mattersof asecret or confidentia natureandislikely to
beinjuriousto the publicinterest; or

(i) prejudicethereationsof Belizewith the government of
any other country or with any internationa organization;
or

(i) prejudicethe detection of offences; or
(iv) prejudicethesecurity or defence of Belize,

the Contractor-General shdl not further require such information or answer
to be given or such document or thing to be produced.

(2) Except asprovidedinsubsection (1) of thissection, nolaw
which authorizesor requirestherefusal to answer any question or thewith-
holding of any information or document or thing ontheground that the
answering of the question or the disclosure of theinformation, document or
thing would beinjuriousto thepublicinterest, shal apply in respect of any
investigation by or proceedingsbeforethe Contractor-General.

20.-(1) After conducting aninvestigation under thisAct, the Contractor- Procedure after
Generd shdll, inwriting, informthe principal officer of the public body investigation.
concerned and the Minister having responsibility therefor, of theresult of that

investigation and make such recommendations ashe considersnecessary in

respect of the matter which wasinvestigated.

(2) Whereany report of the Contractor-General reflectsadversely
upon any person, the Contractor-General shall, sofar aspracticable, inform
that person of the substance of thereport.
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CAP. 6] Contractor-General

(3) Wherethe Contractor-General has made arecommendation
under subsection (1) of thissection, and within thetime specified or a
reasonabl etimethereafter, heisof the opinion that no adequate action has
been taken in pursuance of hisrecommendation, heshall expeditioudy lay
beforethe National Assembly aspecia report onthe case.

Disciplinary 21.-(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, wherethe Contractor-General

action against finds, during the course of hisinvestigation or on the conclusion thereof, that

officers. thereisevidence of abreach of duty or misconduct, irregularity, impropriety,
breach of trust or criminal offence on the part of an officer or member of a
public body, he shall refer the matter to the person or persons competent to
take such disciplinary or other proceeding asmay be appropriate against
that officer or member andinall such casesshall lay aspecia report before
theNationa Assembly.

(2) Inevery case wherethe Contractor-Generd findsthat thereis
evidenceof thecommission of acrimina offenceheshdll, inadditionto
taking action as prescribed in subsection (1) above, refer the matter tothe
Director of Public Prosecutions.

Power of 22.-(1) Notwithstanding theinvestigative powers conferred upon the

Contractor-General - Ombudsman under the Ombudsman Act, the Contractor-General shall have

to investigate power toinvestigate any alegation of fraud, corruption, mismanagement,

notwithstanding . . . o .

Ombudsman Act.  Waste abuseor other impropriety or irregularity intheaward, execution or

CAPS. termination of any contract; or in the grant, iSsue, suspension or revocation
of any prescribed licence.

(2) Incarryingout hisinvestigations, dutiesand respons bilitiesunder
thisAct, the Contractor-General shall have particular regard to the activities
and functionsof the Ombudsman with respect to investigationsunder the

CAPS. Ombudsman Act, withaview to avoiding duplication of functionsand
ensuring effective coordination and cooperation between hisofficeand that
of the Ombudsman.
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(3) Inthissection, “ Ombudsman” meansthe Ombudsman appointed
under the Ombudsman Act.

23. Theproceedingsof the Contractor-General shall not berendered void
for want of form.

24.-(1) Exceptinthe case of proceedingsfor an offence under section 30
(¢), no proceedingswhatsoever shal lie against the Contractor-Genera or
any person concerned with the administration of thisAct, for anything he may
do or report or say inthe performance of hisfunctionsunder thisAct.

(2) Anything said or information supplied or any document or thing
produced by any personfor the purposeor in the course of any investigation
by or proceedings beforethe Contractor-General under thisAct, shall be
absolutely privileged in the samemanner asif theinvestigation or proceedings
were proceedingsin acourt of law.

(3) For the purposesof the Libel and Defamation Act, any report
made by the Contractor-General under thisAct and any fair and accurate
comment thereon shall be deemed to be privileged.

PART V
General

25.-(1) The Contractor-General and every person concerned with the
administration of thisAct shall regard assecret and confidentia al docu-
ments, informati on and things disclosed to them in the execution of any of the
provisionsof thisAct, except that no disclosure-

(@ madeby the Contractor-General or any person aforesaidin
proceedingsfor an offence under section 30 of thisAct or
under Title XV of the Crimina Code (relatingto perjury

CAPS.

Proceedings

of Contractor-
General not to be
void for want of
form.

Privilege.

CAP 169.

Secrecy of
information.

CAP 101.
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Performance of
functions of
Contractor-
Genera by
membersof his
staff.

and obstruction of publicjustice) by virtueof section 18
(2) of thisAct; or

(b)  whichthe Contractor-General thinks necessary to makein
thedischarge of hisfunctionsor for the purpose of execut-
ing any of the provisions of sections 20, 21 and 29 of this
Act,

shdl be deemed incons stent with any duty imposed by this subsection.

(2) Neither the Contractor-General nor any such person aforesaid
shall becalled upon to giveevidencein respect of, or produce, any docu-
ment, information or thing, aforesaid in any proceedings other than proceed-
ingsmentioned in subsection (1) of thissection.

(3) Nothinginthissection shall prevent disclosureby any person of
information furnished to him pursuant to section 20 of thisAct.

26.-(1) Without prejudiceto the provisionsof section 9(2), thefunctionsof
the Contractor-General, except those under sections 20, 21, 28 (2) and 29,
may be performed by any member of hisstaff authorized for that purpose
by the Contractor-General.

(2) Nothinginsubsection (1) above, shall be construed as affecting
theresponsibility of the Contractor-Genera for functions performed onhis
behalf pursuant to subsection (1) of thissection.

Funding. 27. Thefundsof theoffice of Contractor-Genera shall consist of -
(@ suchsumsasmay fromtimeto timebeappropriated by the
National Assembly for the purposesof the office of Con-
tractor-Genera; and
(b)  dl other moneyswhich may in any manner become payable
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to or vested in the Contractor-General in respect of any
matter incidental to hisfunctions.

28.-(1) Theaccountsand financia transactionsof the office of Contractor- Accounts, etc.
General shall be audited annually by the Auditor General and astatement of

accounts so audited shall form part of the annual report referred toin section

29 of thisAct.

(2) TheContractor-General shall, before adate specified by the
Minigter-

(@ submittotheMinister astatement of accountsinaform
satisfactory tothe Minister and audited in accordancewith
the provisionsof subsection (1) of thissection;

(b) submittotheMinister for gpproval, estimates of revenueand
expenditurefor theensuing financia year.

29.-(1) The Contractor-General may at any timeberequired by theNational  Reports.
Assembly to submit areport theretoin respect of any matter being
investigated by him.

(2) TheContractor-General shall submit tothe National Assembly
anannual report relating generaly to the execution of hisfunctionsand may at
any timesubmit areport relating to any particular matter or mattersinvesti-
gated, or being investigated by himwhich, in hisopinion, requirethe special
attention of theNationa Assembly.

(3) Reportsunder thissection shall be submitted to the Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the President of the Senatewho shall, as
soon as possible, havethem laid on the Tabl e of the respective Houses.

(4) TheContractor-Genera may, inthe publicinterest, fromtimeto
time publish in such manner ashethinksfit, reportsrelating to such mattersas
arementioned in subsection (2) of thissection and any casewhichisthe
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Contractor-General

subject of aspecia report under section 21, but no such report shall be
published until after it hasbeen laid pursuant to subsection (3) of thissec-

tion.

Offences. 30. Any personwho-

@)

()

©

(d)

wilfully makesany false statement to midead, or mideads
or attemptsto mislead the Contractor-General or any
other person intheexecution of hisfunctionsunder this
Act; or

without lawful justification or excuse-

(i) obstructs, hindersor resiststhe Contractor-General
or any other personinthe execution of hisfunctions
under thisAct; or

(i) falstocomply withany lawful requirement of the
Contractor-General or any other person under this
Act; or

ded swith documents, information or thingsmentionedin
subsection (1) of section 25 of thisAct, inamanner in-
cons stent with hisduty under that subsection; or

otherwisethan inthe course of hisduty, directly or indi-
rectly, by himsalf or by any other person, in any manner
whatsoever, wilfully influencesor attemptstoinfluencethe
decision of the Contractor-Genera with regard to any
complaint madeto himor to any investigation made by
him,

commitsan offence and shall beliable on summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding onethousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding
twelvemonths, or to both such fine and imprisonment.
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31.-(1) NothinginthisAct shal be construed aslimiting or affecting any Remedy under
remedy or right of appeal or objection givento any person by any other law. ~ any other
provision

(2) TheContractor-Generd may initiate or continueany investigation of law unaffected.

and report thereon pursuant to this A ct notwithstanding any legal proceedings
relating to the subject matter of theinvestigation.

32.-(1) The Contractor-Genera may makeregulationsto providefor any Regulations.
matter in respect of which it may be necessary or desirableto makeregula-

tionsfor the better carrying into effect of theprovisionsof thisAct, and,

without prejudicetothegenerdity of theforegoing, such regulationsmay

providefor-

(@ any matter required by this Act to be prescribed; and

(b) thecircumstancesinwhich and themanner inwhichinforma-
tion relating to public contractsshall befurnishedtothe
Contractor-General.

(2) TheContractor-Genera may makethe contravention of any
regulation made by him under the preceding subsection an offence punishable
by afine not exceeding one thousand dollarsor by imprisonment for aterm
not exceeding six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

(3) All regulationsmade by the Contractor-General under this
section shall belaid beforethe National Assembly assoon asmay be after
themaking thereof and shall be subject to negative resol ution.

33. Beforeentering upon hisdutiesunder thisAct, the Contractor-General Oath of

shall take and subscribe the oath of allegiance and office beforethe Gover- allegiance
nor-General. and office.
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Application of 34. ThePrevention of Corruption Act shall apply to the Contractor-
CAP 10510 Genera and the Contractor-General shall berequired to make astatutory
Contractor- declaration of hisassets, liabilitiesand incomeand comply with all other
Generd. . .
requirementsof thesaid Act.
Commencement. 35, ThisAct shall comeinto force on aday to be appointed by theMinis-
ter, by Order published in the Gazette.
CONTRACTOR-GENERAL
FIRST SCHEDULE
[Section 11]
Interpretation. 1. InthisSchedule-
CAP. 30. “pensionableemoluments’ hasthe samemeaning asinthe PensionsAct;
“the Act” meansthe Contractor-General Act.
Entitlement of 2.-(1) Whereaperson holding the office of Contractor-General retiresin
pensions and pensi onabl e circumstances, he shall be paid pension and gratuity inaccor-
gratutiesin  dancewiththis Schedule.
respect of service
as Contractor- ) .
Generd. (2) For thepurposesof thisparagraph and paragraph 4 of this
Schedule, aperson retiresin pensionable circumstancesif heretires-
(@ onor after theexpiration of seven yearsfromthe dateof his
appointment to the office of Contractor-General; or
(b) by reason of ill-hedlth prior to such expiration; or
() onhisattainingtheageat which heisrequired by or under
theprovisionsof section 5 of thisAct to vacate office.
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Contractor-General [CAP.6 27

(3) For the purposesof thisAct, aperson retiresfrom the office of
Contractor-Genera ontheground of ill-healthwhere-

(@ heretiresonmedical evidence, tothe satisfaction of the
Governor-General, that heisincapable by reason of any
infirmity of mind or body of discharging thedutiesof his
office, and that suchinfirmity islikely to be permanent; or

(b) heisremovedfrom office, in accordance with section 6(4)
of thisAct for inability, arising frominfirmity of mind or body,
to perform thefunctionsof hisoffice.

(4) A personwho, pursuant to section 6 of thisAct, isremoved from
theoffice of Contractor-General for misbehaviour or for any cause other than
inability arising frominfirmity of mind or body or who retired otherwisethan
in pens onabl e circumstances may be granted by the Governor-General such
pension and gratuity asthe Governor-General thinksfit not exceeding the
pension and gratuity to which hewould have been entitled had heretiredin
pensionabl e circumstancesfrom such office and for the purposes of subpara-
graph (5) of thisparagraph, the date of such removal from officeor retire-
ment shall be deemed to bethe date of retirement in pensionable circum-
stances.

(5) Pension payablein accordancewith this paragraph shall -

(@ becharged onand payableout of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund; and

(b) bepaid monthly inarrearswith effect, subject to paragraph 4
of this Schedule, from the date of retirement in pensionable
circumstancesand shdll, subject to the provisionsof thisAct,
continueto be paid during thelifetime of the person entitled
thereto.
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Contractor-General

Rate of penson. 3. Therateof pension payable pursuant to paragraph 2 of this Scheduleto
any person shal -

@

()

if the person hasretired after completing not lessthan seven
years service as Contractor-General or, at any time, onthe
ground of ill-hedlth, beat anannual rateequivaenttohis
pens onableemolumentsat retirement; and

inany other case, bean annual rate equivalent to the sum of
one-haf of hispens onable emolumentsat the date of
retirement and onethree hundred and sixtieth of such

pens onable emolumentsin respect of each month of service
asContractor-General:

Provided that therate of pension shall not exceed theannual rate of
such pensionableemoluments.

Special provision 4. Wherein accordance with paragraph 2 of this Schedule, aperson retires
where Contractor-  jn pensionable circumstancesbefore he has attained the age of fifty years

General retires
before attaining
agefifty. (@)
Schedule.

(b)
Schedule.
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thedate with effect fromwhich any pension dueto him
under thisAct shall be payable, shall bethe dateonwhich
heattainsthat age, but, if he elects pursuant to paragraph 5
of this Schedul eto take areduced pension and commuted
pension gratuity, nothingin thisparagraph shdl prevent
payment of the commuted pension gratuity at any timeprior
to the attainment of that age; and

if hediesbefore attaining that age, and he hasnot made an
electionto receive areduced pension gratuity asaforesaid,
he shall for the purpose of paragraph 6 of this Schedule be
deemed to have died while hol ding the office of Contractor-
Generdl.
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5.-(1) Any personto whomapension (inthisparagraph referredto as“the
origina pension”) ispayable pursuant to paragraph 2 of this Schedule may, at
hisoption exercisableat hisretirement in pens onable circumstancesor within
such period prior or subseguent to hisretirement asthe Governor-Genera
may allow, be paid, inlieu of theoriginal pension, areduced pension at the
rate of three-fourthsof theannua rate of the original pensiontogether witha
gratuity (inthisAct referred to asa commuted pension gratuity”) equal to
twelveand one-haf timesone-quarter of theoriginal pension.

(2) Theoptionreferredtoin subparagraph (1) aboveshall be
irrevocableunlessthe Governor-General, on such termsasheconsiders
reasonable, otherwise permits.

6.-(1) Where aperson dieswhile holding the office of Contractor-General
thereshal be paid to hislegal personal representatives, agratuity of an
amount equivaent to-

(@ oneyear’spens onable emoluments; or

(b) thecommuted pension gratuity for whichtheperson
aforesaid had aright to opt pursuant to paragraph 5 of
this Schedul e on the assumption that heretired in pen-
sionable circumstances at thedate of hisdeath,

whicheveristhegresater.

(2) Whereaperson dieswhileinreceipt of apension pursuant to
paragraph 2 of this Schedule, there shall bepaid to hislegal personal repre-
sentativesagratuity of an amount equivalent to oneyear’s pensionable
emolumentsof that person at the date of hisretirement or remova from
office.

7. Whereaperson holding the office of Contractor-General diesasaresult
of injuriesreceived-

Reduced
pension and
gratuity.

Gratuity on death.

Schedule.

Pension to
dependents when
aContractor-
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Contractor-General

General diesasa (a)
result of injuries
received or a

(b)

disease contracted
in the discharge

intheactual dischargeof hisduties;

incircumstancesinwhichtheinjury isnot wholly or mainly
dueto or seriously aggravated by hisown seriousand

of his duties. cul pablenegligence or misconduct; and
() onaccount of circumstances specifically attributabletothe
nature of hisduty,
whileservinginthat office, it shall belawful for the Governor-Generd to
grant to the deceased Contractor-Generd’ swidow, children, parentsor
other dependents such awards aswould have been made under the Pen-
CAP 30. sonsActif theoffice of Contractor-General were apensionableofficefor
the purposesof that Act.
Retirement 8. WhereaContractor-General -
F;qnsequen_t upon
injury or disease. (@ ispermanently injuredintheactua dischargeof hisduty by

()

©
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someinjury specifically attributableto the nature of hisduty
whichisnot wholly or mainly dueto, or serioudy aggra-
vated by, hisown serious and cul pable negligenceor
misconduct; or

contractsadiseaseto which heisexposed specificaly by
thenature of hisduty, not being adiseasewholly or mainly
dueto, or serioudly aggravated by, hisown seriousand
cul pablenegligence or misconduct; or

ispermanently injured asaresult of an accident or damage
toanaircraft whiletravelling by air in pursuanceof official
instructionsand theinjury wasnot wholly or mainly dueto,
or serioudy aggravated by, hisown seriousand culpable
negligenceor misconduct; or
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(d)  whileproceeding by aroute approved by the Governor-
General to or from Belize at the commencement or termina-
tion of hisservicetherein, or of aperiod of secondment, duty
leave, or leavetherefrom, is permanently injured astheresult
of damage or any act of violencetothevessd, aircraft or
vehicleinwhich heistravelling, if the Governor-Generd is
satisfied that that damage or act isattributableto circum-
stancesarising out of any war inwhich Belizeisengaged,

then, for the purpose of calculating any pension under thisAct, any period of
serviceas Contractor-General shall be deemed to beincreased by twenty
per centum.

9. A pensionor gratuity payable under thisAct shal not beassignableor
transferable except for the purpose of satisfying -

(@ debt dueto the Government; or

(b) anorder of any court for the payment of periodical sums
of money towardsthe maintenance of thewifeor former
wifeor minor children, of the persontowhomthe
pensionor gratuity ispayable,

and shall not beliableto be attached, sequestered or levied upon, for or in
respect of any debt dueor claim whatever except adebt or claim dueto the
Government.

10.-(1) Where aperson dieswhile holding the office of Contractor-Genera
or whileentitled to apension under paragraph 2, thereshall bepaidtohis
widow apension at an annual rate equival ent to one-fifth of the pensionable
emolumentsof the person aforesaid at the date of hisdeath or, if at that date
hewas entitled to received apension under paragraph 2, at the date of his

retirement or, asthe case may be, removal from officein accordancewiththis

Act.

Pensions,
etc., not to be
assigned.

Pension
towidow.
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(2) Pension payableto awidow pursuant to subparagraph (1)
aboveshal -

(@  becharged onand paid out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund; and

(b)  bepaid monthly inarrearswith effect from the date of her
husband’sdeath and shdll, subject to the provisionsof this
Act, continueto bepaid during her lifetime.

(3) Inparagraph 7 of this Schedule and subparagraphs (1) and (2)
of thisparagraph, referencesto awidow shall, inthe case of afemale-
appointed Contractor-General, be deemed toincludereferencestoa
widower and cognate expressions shall be construed accordingly, and
smilarly, referencesto ahusband shall bedeemed toincludereferencestoa
wife

Recommendations  11. Intheexerciseof hispowersunder this Schedule, the Governor-

of National Genera shall act in accordance with the recommendations of the National
Assermbly. Assambly.
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SECOND SCHEDULE
[Section 13]

Oathto betaken by persons appointed to assist the Contractor-General.

e do swear (or solemnly and sincerely affirm and

declare) that | will faithfully perform any functionsassigned to meunder the
Contractor-General Act, and | will not, on any account, at any timewhatso-  CAPR6.
ever, exceptin sofar asprovisonsof the Act authorize, directly or indirectly,

reveal or make known any information or the nature or contents of any

documents communi cated to mein the performance of any functionsassigned

to meby virtueof the Act.

SOHELPME GOD.
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