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PART VII
Miscellaneous

24. Regulations

25. Provisonsof thisAct to apply notwithstanding other laws.

SCHEDULE
CHAPTER 11
MARITIMEAREAS 10f 1992.
[30th January, 1992] Commencement
[30. 1. 1992]
PART | S.1.12of 1992.
Preliminary
1.-(1) ThisAct may becited astheMaritime AreasAct. Short titleand
commencement.
(2) ThisActshall comeinto operation upon such dateasthe Minister may
by Order published in the Gazette appoint.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.
“basalineg’ meansthe basaline from which the breadth of theterritoria seais
measured asdescribedin section 4;
“equidistanceling”’, asbetween Belize and an adjacent State, meansalineev-
ery point of whichisequidistant from the nearest point of the baseline of the
territorial seaand the corresponding baseline of the adjacent State;
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CAP. 11] Maritime Areas

CAP 236.

“exclusiveeconomic zone’ meanstheexclusive economic zoneof Bdizeas
described in section 6 and, to the extent that section 7 applies, asdelimited
pursuant to section 7;

“foreignvessal” meansavessd that isnot registered asaBelizean ship under
the Registration of Merchant ShipsAct, 1989 (Belize);

“foreign State” meansa State other than Belize;

“fringing reefs’ meansreefsattached directly to, or located intheimmediate
vicinity of, the coast or any coastal lagoon;

“internal waters’ meanstheinterna watersof Belizeasdescribed in section 5;

“idand” meansanaturally formed areaof land surrounded by water whichis
abovewater at mean high-water spring tides;

“low-tidedevation” meansanaturally formed areaof drying land surrounded
by water whichisbel ow water at mean high-water spring tides;

“maritimeareasof Balize’ meanstheinterna waters, theterritoria sea, and
theexclusive economic zone;

“master”, inrelation to vessel, meansthe person for the time being having
command or charge of thevessd;

“Minister” meanstheMinister reponsiblefor foreign affairs;

“nautical mile” meanstheinternationa nautical mileof 1852 metres;
“resources’ includesliving and non-living resources,

“territorial sea’” meanstheterritorial seaof Belizeasdescribedin Section 3;

“the Regulations’ meansregulationsmade under thisAct.
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Maritime Areas [CAP.11 7

PART II
Maritime Areas of Belize

3.-(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) of thissection, theterritorial seaof — Territorial sea
Belize comprisesthoseareasof theseahaving, astheir inner limits, thebasdine

of theterritorial seaand, astheir outer limits, aline measured seaward from that

basdline, every point of whichis12 nautica milesfrom the nearest point of that

basdine,

(2) Subject to subsection (3) below, theterritoria seaof Belizefromthe
mouth of Sarstoon River to Ranguana Caye comprisesthose areas of the sea
having astheir inner limits, the basdline of theterritorial seaasmeasured from
thefeatureslisted inthe Scheduleto thisAct, and astheir outer limits, aline  Schedule.
measured seaward from that baseline every point of whichis 3 nautical miles
fromthe nearest point of that baseline.

(3) (@) Fortheavoidance of doubt, it ishereby declared that the pur-
poseof thelimitation of theterritorial seafrom the mouth of
Sarstoon River to Ranguana Caye as described in subsection
(2) aboveisto provideaframework for the negotiation of a
definitiveagreement onterritorid differenceswiththe Republic
of Guatemaa

(b) Any suchagreement asisreferredtoin (a) above shall be put
to areferendum by the electorsfor their approval or other
wise, and if approved by amgjority vote, shall formthebasis
for thefinal ddimitation of theterritorial seaintheareaof the
seafrom themouth of Sarstoon River to RanguanaCaye.

(©) Intheevent any such agreement failstoreceiveapproval by a
mg ority voteinthereferendum, thedelimitation of theterrito-
rial seainthesaid areashall be effected onthebasisof inter-
nationd law.
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Basdline of
territorial sea.

Schedule.

(4) Except asisotherwise provided in subsections(2) and (3) above,
wherever the equidistance line between Belize and an adjacent Stateisless
than 12 nautical milesfrom the nearest point of the baseline of theterritorial
seq, theddimitation of theterritorid seashdl, if possible, beeffected by agree-
ment between Belize and the adjacent State; but to the extent that if no such
agreement iseffected, that equidistancelineshall congtitutethe outer limitsof
theterritoria sea.

4.-(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (2), (3) and (4) of this
section, the baseline from which the breadth of theterritorial seaadjacent to
Belizeismeasured shadl bethelow water lineal ong the coast of themainland
of Belizeaswell asthe coastsof al idandsand cayesthat form part of Belize.

(2) Forthepurposesof thissection, alow-tidedevationwhichlieswholly
or partly within the breadth of seawhichwould beterritoria seaif dl low-tide
elevationsweredisregarded for the purpose of the measurement of the breadth
thereof shall betreated asanidand.

(3) (a) Thebasdinefromwhichthebreadth of theterritoria seais
measured between Ambergris Caye- SE and Sarstoon River
- shdl consist of theseriesof loxodromesdrawn soastojoin
successively, intheorder inwhichthey arethereset out, points
Situate on thelow water line on or adjacent to thefeatures
listedin the ScheduletothisAct.

(b) Theprovisonsof subsection (3) (a) of thissectionshall be
without prejudiceto the operation of paragraphs (1) and (2)
of thissectioninrelationto any idand or low-tideelevation
whichfor the purposes of that subsectionistreated asif it
wereanidand, being anidand or low-tideelevationwhich
liesto seaward of the baseline specified in subsection (3) (a)
of thissection.

(4) (@) Inthecaseof the seaadjacent to acoast off whichthereare
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Maritime Areas [CAP.11 o

fringing reefs, the baseline from which the breadth of theter-
ritorial seaismeasured shall bethe seaward limit of thelow
water lineof thefringing reefs.

(b) Wherethereisabreak or passagethrough thefringing reefs
referred to in subsection (4) (a) of thissection, thebaseline
fromwhichthebreadth of theterritorial seaismeasured shall
beadtraight linejoining the seaward entrance points of that
break or passage.

(5) Forthepurposeof delimiting theterritorial sea, the outermost per-
manent harbour workswhichformanintegral part of any harbour system shall
betreated asforming part of the coast, but for that purpose offshoreinstalla-
tionsand artificia idandsshall not be considered as permanent harbour works.

5. Theinternal waters of Belize comprise any areasof water that areonthe  Internal waters.
landward side of the baseline of theterritorial sea.

6. Subject to section 7, theexclusive economic zone of Belizecomprisesthose  Exdusive
areas of the seathat are beyond and adjacent to theterritorial seahaving, as  economic zone.
their outer limits, aline, measured seaward from the baseline of theterritorial

seq, every point of whichis200 nautical milesdistant from the nearest point of

that basdline.

7.-(1) Wherever the equidistanceline between Belizeand an adjacent Stateis ~ Delimitation
lessthan 200 nautical milesfromthe nearest point of thebasdlineof theterrito-  of exclusive
rial sea, thedelimitation of the exclusive economic zoneshall beeffectedbe- ~ €CONOMICZoNE.
tween Belize and the adjacent State on thebasisof international law in order to

achieve an equitable settlement.

(2) Pendingtheddimitation of theexclusiveeconomic zone pursuant to
subsection (1) of thissection, the equidistanceline between Belizeand the ad-
jacent State shall congtitutethe outer limitsof the exclusive economic zone.
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10 CAP. 11] Maritime Areas

(3) Subject to subsection (4) of thissection, for the purpose of imple-
menting any agreement under subsection (1) of thissection, theNational As-
sembly may, from timeto time, by Resolution supported by atwo-thirdsma-
jority, declarethat the exclusive economic zone shdl not extend to any speci-
fied areaof the sea, seabed or subsoil that would otherwise beincluded therein
by virtueof section 6, and such Resolution, whileit remainsinforce, shal have
effect notwithstanding any other provision of thisAct.

(4) Any agreement with the Republic of Guatemalamade pursuant to
subsection (1) of thissection which providesthat:

(@) Bdizeshdl daimlessthanwhat itisotherwiseentitiedtoclaim
under international law; or

(b) theexclusiveeconomiczoneof Belizeshal not extendto any
specified areaof the sea, seabed or subsoil that would other
wisebeincludedtherein by virtueof section 6; or

(c) thereshdl bejoint exploitation or participationwithin Belize's
exclusiveeconomic zone,

shall be subject to approval of theelectorsin areferendum.
PART Il1
Rightsin Respect of Maritime Areas of Belize

Sovereignty in 8. Thesovereignty inrespect of-

respect of
territorial sea (@) theterritoria seq;
(b) the airspace over, and the seabed under, that sea; and
(©) the subsoil of that seabed,
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Maritime Areas [CAP.11 11

isvested in Belize, and subject tointernational law, isexercisable by Belize.

0. Bdizehasand may exerciseinrespect of theexclusveeconomiczone-  Rights in respect
of exclusive
(@ sovereignrights- €conomic zone.

(i) for the purpose of fishing, navigation with respect to
fishing, the exploration for, and expl oitation, conser-
vation and management of resourcesof thewaters
superjacent to the seabed and of the seabed and sub-
soil; and

(i) for the production of energy fromthewaters, cur
rentsand winds,

(b) jurisdictionwithregardto-

0] the establishment and use of artificid idand, ingtdla-
tionsand structures,

(i) maritime scientific research; and

(i) the protection and preservation of the marineenviron-
ment;

(© theright to construct and to authorise and regul ate the con-
struction, operation and use of -

@)  atfiddidands

(i) installationsand structuresfor the purposesprovided
for under paragraph (a) of thissection or for any other
€CONOMIC PUrposES;
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12 CAP. 11] Maritime Areas

(iii) ingalationsand ructureswhich may interferewith
theexerciseby Bdizeof rightsinrespect of theexclu-
Sveeconomic zone.

Prohibited 10.-(2) No person shall-
activities
(@ withinthelimitsof theexclusiveeconomic zone-

(i) explorefororexploit theresources;
(i)  produceenergy fromthewaters, currentsor winds;
(i)  conduct any marinescientific research; or

(iv) congruct, operateor useany artificial idand, or any
installation or structurefor the purpose of the exer-
ciseof any right or purposesreferred toin section 9
(©) (i), or whichmay interferewith the exercise of
rightsreferredtoin section 9 (c) (iii); or

(b) withinthelimitsof theterritoria seaengagein any of the
activitiesreferred to in subsection (1) (a) of thissection,

except when authorised by, under or pursuant to thisAct or any other enact-
ment, or inany other lawful manner, to engageintheactivity, and in accordance
withtheauthorisation.

(2) Any personwho contravenes subsection (1) of thissectionisguilty
of an offence and liable on summary convictionto afine of ten thousand dol-
larsand on conviction onindictment to afine of fifty thousand dollars.
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Maritime Areas [CAP.11 13

PART IV

Innocent Passage

11.-(2) InthisPart, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.

“competent authority”, in relation to any provision in this Part, meansthe
Minister, and any person, or person belonging to any class or description of
persons, designated pursuant to subsection (2) of thissection for the purposes

of that provision;

“designated areaof internal waters’ meansany areaof internal watersfor the
time being designated under subsection (3) of thissection;

“proscribed activity” means-

(@ any threat or use of forceagainst the sovereignty, terri-
torid integrity or political independence of Belize, or
actsinany other manner inviolationof theprinciples
of international law embodied inthe Charter of the
United Nations,

(b) any exercise or practicewith weaponsof any kind;

(© any actamed at collecting informationtotheprgjudice
of thedefence or security of Belize;

(d) any act of propagandaai med at affecting the defence
or security of Belize;

(e thelaunching, landing or taking on board of any air-
craft or military device,
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Maritime Areas

(f)

@

(h)

()

@)

(K)

theloading or unloading of any person, commodity or
currency contrary to the customs, fiscal, immigration
or sanitary laws,

any wilful act of pollution calculated or likely to cause
damage or harmto Belize, itsresourcesor itsmarine
environmen;

any fishing activities;

thecarrying out of research or survey activities,

any act amed at interfering with any system of com-
munication or any other facilitiesor instalations of

Bdize or

such other activity asmay be prescribed.

(2) TheMinister may, by Regulation designate any person, or classor
description of persons, for the purposes of any provision of thisPart; and the
Minister may, inlikemanner, revoke any such designation.

(3) WheretheMinister issatisfied that an areaof internal watersen-
closed by the baseline enacted in section 4 (3) (a) wasnot considered to be
interna waters prior to the commencement of thisAct, hemay so designate
those waters by Regulation and the Minister, if he ceasesto be so satisfied,
may, in like manner, revokethe designation of thosewaters.

(4) Every Regulation madeby the Minister under subsection (3) above
shdl belaid beforethe National Assembly assoon asmay beafter themaking
thereof and shall be subject to negative resol ution.

Innocent passage.  12.-(1) Every foreign vessal may, subject to and in accordancewiththis
section and international law, exercisetheright under international law of
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Maritime Areas [CAP.11 15

innocent passage, that isto say, theright of passage by navigating through the
territorial seafor the purpose of -

(@ traversingtheterritorial seawithout entering interna watersor
caling at a roadstead or port facility outsideinternal waters;

(b)  proceedingtoor frominterna watersor acdl at any suchroad-
stead or port facility, wherethe passageisinnocent; or

() traversnginterna waters, to or fromtheterritorial sea, which
had not previously been considered as such, where the pas-
sageisinnocent.

(2) Thepassageof aforeignvesseal-

(@ isinnocent solongasitisnot prejudicial tothe peace, good
order or security of Belize; and

(b) isdeemedtobeprejudicial tothe peace, good order or secu-
rity of Belizeif thevessd, intheterritorial sea, engagesinany
proscribed activity.

(3) Inexercisngtheright of innocent passage, avessdl shall comply
with-

(@ generaly acceptedinternational regulations, proceduresand
practicesfor safety at seawhich haveeffect intheterritorial
Seq, or any part thereof; and

(b) theprovisionsof the Regulations, and any enactment, order or
direction, which have effect intheterritorial sea, or any part
thereof, for or with respect to-

0] the safety of navigation and theregulation of
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Maritime Areas

(i)
)
W)

(Vi)
(vii)

(viii)

maritimetraffic, including the use of sealanes
and the operation of traffic separation scheme;

the protection of navigationa aidsand facili-
ties, and other facilitiesor ingalations;

the protection of cablesand pipelines;
the conservation of resources,
fishingandfisheries,

the preservation of theenvironment and the
prevention, reduction and control of pollution;

marine scientific research and hydrographic
surveying;

controlsor prohibitionsinreationto customs,
excise, immigration or sanitation.

(4) TheMinister may, whereheissatisfied that itisessential to do so
for the protection of the security of Belize, including weapons exercises, by
Regulation, suspend, for such period asisspecifiedin the Regulation, theright
of innocent passage through theterritorial sea, or through any part of theter-
ritorid seaidentifiedinthe Regulation.

Engagingin
proscribed
activities

prohibited. proscribed activity.

13.-(1) Noforeignvessd, shdll, whileintheterritoria sea, without thepermis-
sion of acompetent authority given to the master of thevessdl, engagein any

(2) Whereaforeignvessdl, in contravention of subsection (1) of this
section, engagesin any proscribed activity, the master of thevessel and any
other person on board thevessdl participatinginthat activity areeach guilty of

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,

No. 1 Power Lane,

Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Maritime Areas [CAP.11 17

an offence and liable on summary conviction to afineof ten thousand dollars
and on conviction onindictment to afine of fifty thousand dollars.

(3) No prosecution for an offence against this section shall be brought
against aperson who isentitled to State or other immunity recognised by law.

PART V

Charts and Geographical Co-ordinates

14. The Minister shall cause to be prepared such charts and/or lists of
geographical co-ordinatesashethinksfit showing all or any of thefollowing
matters, namely-

(@ themaritime areasof Belizeor any part thereof;

(b) thebasdineof theterritorial seg;

(© the outer limitsof the exclusive economic zone; or

(d) sealanesor traffic separation schemes.
15. A document, purporting to be certified by the Minister or by aperson
designated by him for this purposeto be atrue copy of achart or list of geo-
graphical coordinatesprepared pursuant to section 14, shall bereceivedinany
proceedings as evidence of any matter shown in the document, but without
prejudiceto theright to adduce evidenceinrebuittal.
16. TheMinister shall cause-

@ duepublicity to begivento chartsor listsof geographical
co-ordinates prepared pursuant to section 14; and

Charts of
maritimearess.

Evidence
of charts.

Publicity with
respect to charts.
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18 CAP. 11] Maritime Areas

(b) acopy of each such chart or list of geographical co-ordi-
natesto be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

PART VI

Jurisdiction of Courts and
Other Legal Matters

Jurisdiction. 17.-(1) Notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation to the contrary the
jurisdiction and powersof the courts of Belize extend to the maritime areas of
Belizefor the purpose of -

(@ thisActor any Regulation madethereunder; and

(b)  any enactment which appliesor isapplied pursuant to section
23tomaritimeareasof Belize, or any part thereof.

(2) For the purposes of the exercise of any jurisdiction and powers
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, a court isacourt of competent
jurisdiction-

(@ forthepurposeof any criminal proceedings, if it would
have cognisance of the offence concerned if it had been
committedwithinthelimitsof itsordinary crimind jurisdic-
tion; and

(b) forthepurposesof any proceedings, other than criminal
proceedings, if it would havejurisdictionif theact, omis-
sion or other matter giving riseto the proceedingshad oc-
curred or arisenwithinthelimitsof itsordinary jurisdiction.

(3) TheMinister, after consultation with the Attorney-General, may
makerulesfor carrying out or giving effect to thissection.
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4 Thejurisdiction and powersconferred by thissectionarein
addition to and not in derogation of any other jurisdiction or powersexercis-
ableby acourt of Belize.

18.-(1) Subject to thissection, where an authorised person hasreasonable Apprehension of
causeto believe and believesthat an of fence has been committed against certain offenders.
section 10, hemay exerciseall or any of thefollowing powers, namely-

(@ withinthemaritimeareasof Bdlize, stop, board, inspect and search
any vessd, or enter, ingpect and search any ingtalation, which he
hasreasonable causeto believeisbeing used for or in connection
with the commission of theoffence;

(b) arrest, with or without awarrant, any person on board thevessdl,
or ontheinstallation, referred to in subsection (1) (a) of thissec-
tion or found el sewherein Belize, whom he hasreasonable cause
to believe hascommitted an offence against that section;

() deanthevessd, referredtoinsubsection (1) (a) of thissection if
he has reasonable causeto believe that an offence against that
section hasbeen committed by the owner or master of thevessd;
and

(d) enter, inspect and search any installation whose establishment,
construction, operation or usewould congtitutethe offenceagaingt
that section and arrest, with or without awarrant, any person on
theinstallation, or found elsewherein Belize, whom he hasrea-
sonable causeto believe has committed the offence.

(2) Subject tothissection, where an authorised person hasreasonable
causeto believe and believesthat an offence has been committed against sec-
tion 13, hemay, withintheterritorial sea, exercisedl or any of thefollowing
powers, namely-
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20 CAP. 11] Maritime Areas

(@ stop, board, inspect and search theforeign vessel which, in
contravention of that section, engagesin any proscribed ac-

tivity;
(b) arrest, with or without awarrant, the master of thevessd;

() arrest, withor without awarrant, any other person on board
thevessel whom he hasreasonabl e causeto believehascom-
mitted an offence against that section; and

(d) detainthevess.

(3) Anauthorised person may exerciseany of the powersconferred on
him by subsections (1) and (2) of thissection with theaid of such assstantsas
he considers necessary for the purpose.

(4) Whereavessel isdetained pursuant to subsection (1) (c) or sub-
section (2) (d) of thissection, it shal beheld in the custody of the Government
until-

(@ adecisonismadenot to bring aprosecutionin respect of the
aleged offencein relation to which the vessel was detained;
or

(b) where adecision ismadeto bring such aprosecution, the
security required under subsection (6) of thissectionisgiven
inrespect of thevessdl.

(5) Thedecision whether or not to bring aprosecutionin respect of an
aleged offencein relationtowhich avesse isdetained shall bemadewith al
dueexpedition.

(6) The security required in respect of any vessel for the purposes of
subsection (4) of this Section shall bein such form and reasonable amount,
and shall begiven by such person, asthe Minister may order.
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Maritime Areas [CAP.11 21

(7) Thepower under subsection (1) or (2) of thissection shall not be
exercisedinrelationtoavessd that is, or inrelationtoapersonwhois, entitled
to State or other immunity recognised by law.

(8) Thepowersandrightsunder thissectionareinadditiontoand notin
derogation of any other powersand rightswhich Belize may have under inter-
national law or otherwise.

(9) Intheexerciseunder thissection of thepower of enforcement against
aforeignvessdl, an authorised person shall not endanger the safety of naviga
tion or otherwise create any hazard to avessdl, or bring it to an unsafe port or
anchorage, or expose the marine environment to an unreasonablerisk.

(20) Inthissection-

“authorised person” meansaperson, or person belongingtoaclassor
description of persons, designated for the purposes of this section by
the Minister by Regulation made under thissection and publishedin
the Gazette,

“owner”, inrelaionto any vessd, includesany body of persons, whether
incorporated or not, by whom the vessel isowned, and any charterer or
sub-charterer of thevessdl.

19.-(1) Subject to this section, where an offence is committed on board a
foreign vessal (being amerchant ship or government ship operated for com-
mercial purposes) during its passage through theterritorial sea, aprescribed
power may beexercised, in relation to the offence, on board the vessal during

that passage, only if-
(@ theconsequencesof theoffence extendto Belize;

(b) theoffenceisof akindlikely to disturb the peace of Belizeor
thegood order of theterritorial sea;

Arrest on board
foreign vessdl in
territorial sea
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() theassistance of the Government or any public officer has
been requested by the master of the foreign vessel or by a
diplomatic agent or consular officer of therd evant foreign State;
or

(d) itisnecessary to exerciseaprescribed power for the purpose
of suppressing any illicit trafficin narcotic drugsor psychotro-
pic substance; or weapons.

(2) Thelimitationsinsubsection (1) of thissection shall not gpply inany
casewhereaforeign vessd ispassing through theterritoria seaafter leaving
internal waters.

(3) Subject tothissection, whereaforeign vessel proceeding froma
port outside Belize, ispassing through theterritorial seawithout having en-
tered internal waters, aprescribed power may beexercised, inrelaionto any
offence committed before the ship entered theterritorial sea, on board the
ship during that passageonly if-

(@ therearegroundsfor believing that thevessd has, intheex-
clusive economic zone, committed aviolation of -

()  applicableinternationa rulesand standardsfor the pre-
vention, reduction and control of pollution from ves-
s, or

(i)  any provisonof theRegulationsor any enactment con-
forming to and giving effect to any such rulesand stan-
dards; and

(b) there-

(i) areclear groundsfor believing that that violation has
resulted inasubstantial discharge causing or threat-
ening sgnificant pollution of themarineenvironment;

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Maritime Areas [CAP.11 23

or

(i) isclear evidencethat that violation hasresultedin
adischarge causing major damageor thethreat of
major damagetothe coastlineor barrier reef of Belize,
or to any resources of itsterritorial seaor
exclusiveeconomic zone.

(4) NothinginthisSection shdl affect the exercise of any power under
section 18.

(5) Thedecisonto exercise, andthe exerciseof, aprescribed power in
circumstances of thekind referred to in subsections (1) or (3) of this Section
shall bemade or, asthe case may be, carried out, with due regard to theinter-
estsof navigation.

(6) Theprescribed power referred to in subsection (8) (a) of this Sec-
tion shall not beexercisedinrelationto avessal unlessthevessal hasrefused,
whenlawfully required to do so, to giveinformation regarding itsidentity and
port of registry, itslast and next port of call and other relevant information
required to establish whether aviolation of thekind referred toin subsection
(3) (a) of this Section has occurred.

(7) Theprescribed power referred to in subsection (8) (a) of this Sec-
tion shall not be exercised inrelation to avessel whenever appropriate proce-
dures, which bind Belize, have been established, either through the competent
international organisation or asotherwise agreed, whereby compliancewith
requirementsfor landing or other appropriatefinancial security hasbeen as-
suredinrelationtothevessd.

(8) For the purposes of this Section, “ prescribed power” meansthe
power lawfully to arrest any person or to conduct an investigation into any
alleged offence, and-
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(@ forthepurposesof subsection (3) (b) (i) of thissection, in-
cludesapower to undertakeaphysical inspection of avessel
for mattersrelating to aviolation of thekind referredtoin
subsection (3) (a) of thissection; and

(b) forthepurposesof subsection (3) (b) (i) of thissection, in-
cludesapower to detain avessel.

Certificate of 20. Where, inany crimina proceedings, aquestion ariseswhether or not an

Minister. act or omisson occurred withinthelimitsof internal waters, theterritoria sea,
or the exclusive economic zone, acertificate, purporting to be signed by the
Minister, to the effect that the act or omission did or did not so occur shall be
received asevidenceof that fact, but without prejudiceto theright to adduce
evidenceinrebuittal.

Civil jurisdiction.  21.-(1) All questionsand disputesof acivil nature concerning or arising out of
actsor omissonswhich occur withinthelimitsof theexclusiveeconomic zone
in connectionwith-

(@ theexplorationfor or exploitation of resources,
(b) theconduct of any research activities;

() theestablishment, construction, operation or useof any artifi-
cia idands, ingallation or structure;

(d) thelaying of cablesor pipelines; or
() theproduction of energy fromthewaters, currentsor winds,
may be dealt with by acourt of competent jurisdiction.

(2) Subsection (1) of thissection shall not affect the validity of any
agreement to submit adisputeto arbitration by any person outside Belize.
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(3) Thejurisdiction conferred by thissectionisinadditiontoandnotin
derogation of any other jurisdiction exercisableby acourtin Belize.

22.-(1) Noforeign vessdl passing through theterritorial seashall bestoppedor  Civil jurisdiction

diverted for the purposeonly of theexerciseof any civil jurisdictioninrelation  inrelationto

to aperson on board the vessel. foreign vessels

interritorial sea.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) of thissection, no person shall arrest or

levy execution against aforeign vessdl passing throughtheterritoria seafor the

purposeof any civil proceedings, except wherethe proceedingsarein respect

of obligationsor liabilitiesassumed or incurred in relation to the vessel inthe

course or for the purpose of itsvoyagethrough theterritorial sea.

(3) Subsection (2) of thissection, insofar asit prohibitsthearrest of, or
levying of execution against, aforeign vessdl, shall not apply inthe caseof a
foreignvessd whichislyingin or passing through theterritoria seaafter leaving
internal weters.

23.-(1) TheMinister may, by Regulationsmade under section 24, extendtothe ~ Application of

maritimeareasof Belize, or any part thereof, the application of any enactment, ~ enactments to
SJbJ ect to- maritimearea.

(@ thelimitations(if any); and
(b) moadifications(if any)

to facilitate the application or enforcement of the enactment, asmay be pre-
scribed intheregulations, and the enactment shall apply accordingly.

(2) Thepower under subsection (1) of thissectionincludesapower to
extend the application of an enactment to any artificial island, installation or
structurefor the purpose of the exercise of any rights or jurisdiction under
section 9.
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PART VII
Miscellaneous
Regulations. 24.-(1) TheMinister may make Regulationsfor carrying out or giving effect to
thisAct.

(2) Without prejudiceto thegenerdity of theforegoing, Regulations
may be made with respect to theterritorial seafor al or any of thefollowing

purposes, namely-

@

()

©

(d)

©

(f)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

regulating the conduct of scientific research and hydro-
graphic surveying withintheterritorial seg;

prescribing measuresfor the protection and preservation
of themarine environment of theterritoria seg;

regulating, for the purposesof section 9, theconstruction,
operation, and useof artificia idands (whether permanent
or temporary), and other ingalationsand structuresin the
territoria sea, including the establishment of safety zones
around suchidands, instalations, and structures,

regulating the exploration and expl oitation of theterritorial
seafor the production of energy from thewater, current,
and winds, and for any other economic purposes;

providing for such other mattersasare necessary or expe-
dient for giving full effect to the sovereignty of Belizein
relationtotheterritorial sea; and

providing for such other matters as are contempl ated by
or necessary for giving full effect to the provisionsof Part
[1, 111 or 1V of thisAct.
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(3) Without prejudiceto the generality of subsection (1), Regulations
may be made with respect to the exclusive economic zonefor al or any of the
following purposes, namely-

(@ regulating theconduct of scientific researchwithinthe
exclusiveeconomic zone;

(b)  prescribing measuresfor the protection and preserva-
tion of themarineenvironment of that zone;

() regulating, for the purposesof Section 9, the construc-
tion, operation, and useof artificial idands(whether per-
manent or temporary), and other ingtallationsand struc-
tureswithinthat zone, including theestablishment of safety
zones around but not exceeding 500 metres distance
from, suchidands, ingtalationsand structures,

(d) regulating the exploration and exploitation of that zone
for economic purposes,

() regulating the exploration and exploitation of that zone
for the production of energy from the water, currents,
andwinds;

()  providingfor such other mattersasare necessary or ex-
pedient for giving full effect to the sovereign rightsand
jurisdiction of Belizein relation to that zone; and

(g9) providing for such other mattersasare contemplated by
or necessary for giving full effect to the provisions of
PartI1, 111 or IV of thisAct.

(4) Regulationsmay bemadewith respect to theinvestigation and ingti-
tution of proceedingsin respect of any dischargefrom avessdl outsidethe
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maritimeareasof Belizein violation of applicableinternationd rulesand stan-
dards established through the competent international organisation or general
diplomatic conference.

(5) TheRegulationsmay providethat abreach of any of the Regula-
tionsshd| beacrimina offence, and may providefor theimposition of apen-
aty (not exceeding twenty thousand dollars) for any such offence.

(6) The power under this section to make Regulations may be
exercised-

(@ eitherinrelationto all of the casesto which the power
extends, or inrelation to all those cases subject to speci-
fied exceptions, or in relation to any specified cases or
classor description of cases; and

(b) soastomake, withrespecttoall casesinrelationto
whichitisexercised-

(i) the same provision for all those cases, or different
provisionsfor different casesor classesor descrip-
tion of cases, or different provisionswith respect to
the same case or classor description of casesfor dif-
ferent purposesof thisAct; or

(ii) any such provision either unconditionally or subject
to any specified condition.

(7) Any Regulation made pursuant to thissection shall belaid before
the National Assembly assoon as may be after the making thereof and shall
be subject to negative resol ution.
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25. Theprovisonsof thisAct shal haveeffect notwithstanding anything tothe

contrary inany other law, ruleor regulation.

SCHEDULE

[Sections3and 4]

Features Between Ambergris Caye -

SE and Sarstoon River

AmbergrisCaye- SE
Mauger Caye
Sandbore Caye
Half-Moon Caye
North East Caye
Silk Cayes

Black Rock
NicholasCaye
Hunting Caye
Ragged Caye

East Snake Caye
South Snake Caye
Moho Caye
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Stuart Caye

Rio Grande- South Entrance
Orange Point

Mother Point

Sarstoon River
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