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4 CAP. 14] National Assembly Staff
CHAPTER 14
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY STAFF
1 of 2000.
Commencement. [19th February, 2000]
[15. 4. 2000].
S.1.37 of 2000.
Shorttitle. 1 ThisAct may becited asthe National Assembly Staff Act.
I nterpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-
(@ “Clerk” meansthe person holding office of Clerk to
theNational Assembly pursuant to section 67 (1) of
CAP 4. the Belize Condtitution
(b) “Committeg’” meanstheNational Assembly Staff
Committee appointed under section 3 of thisAct;
(© “Deputy Clerk” meansthe person holding the office
of Deputy Clerk to the Nationa Assembly pursuant
CAPRA4. to section 67 (1) of the Belize Congtitution;
(d) “Minister” meanstheMinister for thetimebeingre-
sponsiblefor Finance.
Establishmentof ~ 3.- (1) For the purposesof thisAct, there snall be established aNational
National Assembly Staff Committee, which shall consist of -
Assembly Staff
Committee. @ the Speaker of the House of Representatives, or in

()

©

(d)
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his absencethe Deputy Speaker;

threemembersof the House of Representatives
nominated by theHouse,

the President of the Senate and one other member
of the Senate nominated by the Senate; and

onemember of the staff of the National Assembly
nominated by the Staff of the National Assembly or
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oneother personwhois not amember of staff
nominated by the Staff of the National Assembly.

2 The Speaker, or in hisabsence the Deputy Speaker, shall act
asthe Chairman of the Committee.

3 At any meeting of the Committee, four members, of whomone
shall bethe Speaker or the Deputy Speaker, shall congtitute aquorum.

4 Thedecisionsof the Committee shall beby amgjority vote of
the members present and voting, and in the case of an equality of votes, the
Chairman shall have asecond and casting vote.

(5) TheClerk or the Deputy Clerk shall act asthe Secretary tothe
Committee,

4, Thestaff of theNational Assembly shall condtituteaseparateservice  Staff of the
which shdl be subject tothe provisionsof thisAct. National
Assembly to
congtitute a
separate
service.
5.-(1) TheClerk and Deputy Clerk shall be appointed by the Governor-Gen-  Appointment
erd, acting in accordancewith the advice of the National Assembly Staff Com-  of Clerk and
mittee. Deputy Clerk.

Provided that the persons hol ding the offices of the Clerk and Deputy
Clerk immediately beforethe commencement of thisAct, shall be deemedto
have been appointed under thissection.

2 Power to exercisedisciplinary control over personsholding or
acting inthe office of the Clerk or of the Deputy Clerk and the power tore-
move such personsfrom office shall likewisevest inthe Governor-General,
acting in accordance with the advice of the Nationa Assembly Staff Commit-
tee.

3 Subject to subsection (2), the Clerk or the Deputy Clerk
shall, unlesshe sooner reignshisoffice, hold officeuntil he attains the age of
65 yearsor such later age asmay, in any particular case, be determined by the
Committee:
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6 CAP. 14] National Assembly Staff

Appointment of
other staff and
employees.

Appedsin
discipline cases.

Provided that, subject asaforesaid, the personshol ding the of fices of
the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk at the commencement of thisAct may, at their
option, continueto hold officeuntil theage of 70 years, or suchlater age as
may be determined by the Committee.

4 Nothing done by the Clerk or the Deputy Clerk shall bein-
valid by reason only that he has attained the age by which heisrequired by
subsection (3) to vacate hisoffice.

6.-(1) Subjecttosection5, the power to appoint other staff of the National
Assembly (including power to confirm appointments) and to exercisedisci-
plinary Control over such personsincluding the power to remove such per-
sonsfrom office shal vest inthe Committee.

Provided that the personswho are members of the staff of the Na-
tional Assembly immediately beforethe commencement of thisAct shall be
deemed to have been appointed under thissection.

2 The Clerk (or, in hisabsence the Deputy Clerk) shall, under
thedirection of the Spesker, exercise supervisionand control over other mem-
bersof thestaff of the National Assembly.

3 It shal belawful for the Clerk to delegateinwriting any of his
powers of supervision and control over other members of the staff of the
National Assembly to the Deputy Clerk.

7. An appedl shdl lietothe Belize Advisory Council fromany decision
of the Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Com-
mittee under section 5, or from any decision of the Committee under section
6, inrelation to the staff of the National Assembly.

Termsand con- 8. The saariesand other termsand conditions of service of the staff of
ditionsof service  theNationa Assembly shall bekept broadly inlinewith thoseobtainingfor the
to compare corresponding postsinthe Public Service.

favorably with

those in Public

Service.

Declaration of 9.-(1) Thepossof Clerk, Deputy Clerk and the postsof theadministrative,
pensionable technical, professiona, clerical and secretarial staff onthe Nationa Assembly
posts. shdl be pensionable under the Pensions Act, notwithstanding anything tothe
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contrary inthat Act or any other enactment. Personsholding ancillary postsof  cap 30.
the semi-skilled or unskilled category shall be entitled to retirement benefits

under the Government (Open Vote) (Workers) Regulations, asamended from
timetotime.

2 Wherean officer inthepublic serviceistransferred to an office
under theNational Assembly and heretiresor resignson pensionfrom, or dies
whileinthe serviceof, theNationa Assembly, hisserviceinthe public service
shall rank asqualifying serviceor pensionable service, asthe case may be, for
purposesof determining eligibility for agratuity or pension under the Pensions
Act. CAP 30.

3 Notwithstanding any contrary provisoninthePensonsAct or
any other enactment amending or replacing that Act, whereapersonemployed  CAR 30.
inapensonableoffice by the National Assembly istransferred to apension-
ableofficeinthe public service, hisservice under the Nationa Assembly shdll
rank asqualifying service or pensionable service, asthe case may be, for pur-
posesof determining hiseligibility for agratuity or pension under the Pensions
Act. CAP 30.

4 When making payment for apension or gratuity in respect of
officersreferred to in subsections(2) and (3) above, the Government shall pay
thewholepension or gratuity, but the Nationa Assembly shal contributetothe
Government for the portion representing the number of yearsof pensionable
servicerendered by the officer in theemployment of the National Assembly.

5) TheNationa Assembly may providefor theestablishment and
maintenancefor the benefit of itsofficersand employeesof aPension Scheme,
Medica Insurance Scheme, or Provident Fund Scheme, and without prejudice
to the generality of theforegoing, such Schemesmay enablethe National As-
sembly to:-

(@ contributetothe Government themoniesreferred to
insubsection (4) above;

(b) grantgratuities, pensonsor superannuation allow-
ances to, or to thewidows, families or dependents
of, itsemployeesand officers;

() edtablishcontributory and superannuation schemes
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and establish and contributeto superannuation funds
for thebenefit of itsemployeesand officers,

(d) enterintoand carry into effect medica insuranceand
other agreementsfor securing to any such employ-
eesor officers, widows, family or dependentssuch
medical benefits, gratuities, pensionsor allowances
asareby thissectiona lowedto begranted.

(6) All other staff of theNational Assembly (other thanthe Clerk
and Deputy Clerk) shall retire on reaching theretirement age of 50 years, but
may continuein office after attaining 50 yearsuntil such later ageasmay be
determined by the Committee, which age shall not exceed 65 years.

10.  TheClerk shdl, in suchform and by such datesasmay be prescribed
by the Financial Secretary, prepare and submit to the Minister budget esti-
matesfor eachfinancid year (including any supplementary estimates), and the
Minigter shall includethesameinthe Appropriation Bill for that financia year
with such amendments, if any, ashemay consider necessary.

11. The Clerk, the Deputy Clerk and other membersof the staff of the
Nationa Assembly shall, whilethey hold their officesassuch, bedisqualified
from being elected or appointed asaMember of the House of Representa-
tivesor asaSenator and from sitting or voting in the House of Representatives
or the Senate.

12.  TheClerk, the Deputy Clerk and other staff of the Nationa Assembly
shall conduct themselvesin amanner consistent with the code of conduct
prescribed in section 121 of the Belize Congtitution.

13.-(1) The Committee may make Regulationsfor the better carrying out of
theprovisionsof thisAct.

(2 Without pregjudiceto thegenerdity of theforegoing, such Regu-
lationsmay providefor all or any of thefollowing matters-

@ thecriteriafor making appointmentsto the postson
thestaff of theNational Assembly;
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(b) thefixing of sdlariesand privileges, and

(© measuresto ensuredisciplineand to governthe
dismissa and retirement of thestaff including the
procedureto befollowed.

3 All Regulationsmade by the Committee under thissection
shall, assoon asmay be after the making thereof, belaid beforethe National
Assembly and shall be subject to negativeresol ution.
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