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CHAPTER 37
UNIVERSITY OFBELIZE 19 of 2000.
Commencement
[21st June, 2000] [1. 8. 2000]
S.I. 91 of 2000.
1. ThisAct may becited asthe University of Belize Act. Short itle.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.
“ Alumni Association” meansan associ ation representing theal umni
of theinstitutionsthat wereamal gamated to formthe University;
“Board” meansthe Board of Trustees established under section
6,
“Chairperson” means the Chairperson of the Board established
under section 6;
“faculty” meanstheprofessional teaching staff of theUniversity and
“staff” meansany other staff member of theUniversity whoisnot afaculty
member;
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“member” means a member of the Board;

“Minister” meanstheMinister withresponsibility for education;

“President” meansthePresident of theUniversity appointed under

section 26;

“ Student Association” meansthe Student A ssociation el ected by
the student body of the University;

“University” meansthe University of Belize established under

section 4.
Objects and 3. Inperformingitsfunctionsand dischargingitsdutiesasprovided
principles. under thisAct, the University shall haveamongitsguiding principlesthe
fallowing:-
€)) strivingto attainacademic, research and service, teaching
and professional excellenceat thenational, regional and
international levels;
(b) ensuring that its students and graduates have strong

(©)

CAPRA4.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

academic, ethical, independent and analytical literacy,
numeracy and research capabilitiesand during and upon
completionof their studies, areabletoeffectively integrate
intothe society asindependent thinkerswho aresocially
consciousand ableto contributeto national, regional and
international developmentintheir areasof expertise;

respecting theprinciplesonwhichtheNation of Belizewas
founded asspecifiedinthepreambletotheBeizeCondtitution,
includingwithout limitation theacknowledgment of the
supremacy of God, the dignity of the human person to
pursueknowledgeinanenvironment based onmerit, ability
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and integrity and freefrom any discrimination based on
race, color, creed or sex.

4.-(1) Thereishereby established aUniversity to be known asthe University
of Belize.

2 The campusor campuses shall belocated in such place or
placesasthe Board may, fromtimetotime, determine. Classesshdl be
conductedin such placeor placesasthe Board may fromtimetotime
determine.

5.  Theobjectivesof theUniversity shall beto provideteaching, conduct
research and offer services cons stent with the devel opment needs of Belize.
Incarrying out itsobjectivesthe University shal maintain academic freedom
to pursue objectivesand academic goals.

6. Thereshal beestablished aBoard of Trusteesto beknown asthe
Board which shall beabody corporatewith perpetual successionanda
common seal with power to purchase, take, hold and dispose of land and
property of whatever kind and to enter in contracts, to sueand besuedinits
corporate nameand to do all thingsnecessary for the purposesof thisAct.

7.-(1) Thesed of theBoard shall bein such form asmay be determined
by the Board.

2 Thesed of the Board shall not be affixed to any document
except by theauthority of aresolution of theBoard and exceptinthe
presence of the Chairperson or hisdesignate and the President or hisdesig-
nate.

8.  Theobjectsof theBoard shall be the management, maintenanceand
development of the University.
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Membership of 9.-(1) TheBoardshall becomposed of personsnominated by the

the Board. variousorganizationsreferred to in subsection (2) below and shall beduly
constituted once all the membersthereof have been appointed by the
Miniger.

2 TheBoard shall consist of not morethan fifteen members
and shdl includethefollowing persons:

(@) oneaumni representative nominated by the Alumni
Association;

(b) one student representati ve nominated by the Student
Association;

(© oneFaculty representativenominated by thefull-timeFaculty
of theUniversity;

(d)  onerepresentative nominated by the Association of
Tertiary Level Institutionsof Belize. Such representa-
tive shall not bethe University’s representative on

the Association of Tertiary Level Institutions of
Belize;

(e oneNational Trade Union Congressrepresentative
nominated by theNational TradeUnionCongressof Belize;

(f) one person appointed by the Minister;

(9 onerepresentati ve of non-governmental and civil society
organisationsin Belizenominated by the Civil Society
Steering Committee;

(h) onerepresentativeof the Council of Churchesnominated
by the Council of Churches;

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



University of Belize [CAP.37 o

(i)  threeprivatesector representativesfromagriculture,industry
and tourism nominated by the Minister;

()] onerepresentativefromtheNational Council of Education
nominated by that Council;

(k) onesenior official of theMinistry of Education;
() onesenior official of theMinistry of Health;
(m)  onesenior official of theMinistry of Agriculture.

3 The Chairperson of the Board shall be elected by the Board
from amongst membersof the Board.

4 The President of the University shall bethe Secretary to the
Board, and hisoffice shall bethe Board's Secretariat. Heshall havea right
to speak at Board meetings but shall not havearight to vote.

10.-(1) A person shall bedisgualified from being or from continuingto bea Disqualification

member of theBoard if:- frommember-
ship and

d.
@ suchperson, directly orindirectly, holdsor enjoysany right remov

or benefit under any contract made by or on behalf of the
Board, exceptfor membersrepresentingtheinterna university
community; or

(b) such person isfound to have any such financial or other
interest asislikely toaffect prejudicially thedischarge by
him of his functions as a member of the Board; or

(©) such personisadjudicated abankrupt, oriscertifiedinsane
or hasbeen convicted of acriminal offencepunishablewith
imprisonment (other than atraffic offence) for aperiod of
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Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



10 CAP. 37] University of Belize

Temporary
appointmentsin
case of death,
etc.

Term of office of
members.

not lessthanfiveyearsfromthedateof hisinitial appointment,
or isunableto performthefunctionsof hisoffice, whether
theinability arisesfrominfirmity of body or mind or from
any other cause, or is guilty of gross misconduct or
misbehavior.

2 A member whoincursany of thedisqudificationsreferred
toinsubsection (1), may bedisqudified from officeby theMinister onthe
recommendation of the Board:

Provided that, if amember incursany of thedisqualificationsre-
ferred toin subsection (1) above, the Board shall, beforemaking any
recommendation to the Minister pursuant to subsection (2) above, afford
themember afull andimpartia hearing.

11.-(2) When amember dies, resigns, retiresor istransferred or
removed from office, the Minister may appoint another person representing
the sameinterest in themanner set out in section 9(1) and (2) tobea
member in place of the member who dies, resigns, retiresor isremoved or
transferred from office.

2 Any member appointed under sub-section (1) shdl, unless
heearlier resignsor hisoffice becomesvacant by death or removal or
transfer or retirement, hold officefor the unexpired part of theterm of office
of the member in whose place heisappointed.

(3 Whereamember, by reason of illness or absencefrom
Belizeor otherwise, istemporarily unableto perform thedutiesof hisoffice,
theMinister may, after consultation with the organi zation which nominated
such member, appoint another person nominated by the same organi zation
toactinhisplace.

12.-(1) Every member, other than amember referred toin sub-section
(2) of thissection, shall, unless his office becomesvacant earlier by degath,
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resignation, transfer, retirement or removal, hold officefor aperiod not
exceeding threeyears.

2 Every member who becomes such amember by virtueof his
post or by virtue of being the nomineeof any institution or association shall
hold officeaslong ashe holdsthat post or representsthat ingtitution or
association.

3 The periods of appointment of the membersof the Board
who are not ex officio members may be staggered, with onethird of
their number being initially appointed for periods of one, two and threeyears

respectively.

13. A member may, a any time, resign hisofficeby letter addressedtothe  Resignation.

Miniger.
14. Any member of the Board, other than Government representatives, Eligibility for
shdl be€eligiblefor reappointment for up to two regular termsunlesshe reappointment.

earlier vacateshisoffice by reason of death, retirement, resignation or re-
movd.

15. Theprincipa powersand functionsof theBoard shall include:- Powers and
functions of

)] definingandestablishing policiesfor theefficient management,
mai ntenance, and devel opment of theUniversity consistent
withitsmission;

(b) del egatingthemanagement of theUniversity tothePresident;

(©) establishing policieswhichwill promotetheeducational
programs of the University as prescribed by the Board,;

(d) egtablishingpolicieswhichpromoteinstitutional anddiscipline
—related research with particular referencetotheUniversity
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and to Belize;

(e) establishingpolicieswhichwill promotetheinstitutional
and extension services of the University;

(f) establishing policiesfor thecontinued devel opment of human
resourcesof the University community and other
stakeholders;

(9 establishing policiesongeneral admissionrequirementsto
theUniversity;

(h) awardingcertificates, diplomas, degrees, honorary degrees,
and other academicdistinctions;

(i) establishing scholarships, bursaries, prizesand other
incentivesfor excellencein student achievement and
scholarship;

() establishing policiestoreward and promoteexcellencein
faculty achievement intheareasof teaching, researchand
service;

(k) approving thebudget of theUniversity;

(D securing resourcesto meet theUniversity’ sdevelopmental
needs,

(m)  establishingpolicies, under whichloansor grantsmay be
advancedtofull-timeemployees,

(n)  establishing or modifying policiesthat may be necessary
for the better carrying out of the provisions of this Act;
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(o) establishing policiesthat enhancethe Student A ssociation.

16.-(1) TheBoard may from timeto time, appoint any committeefor any Appointment
matter whatsoever arising out of or connected withany of itsfunctionsunder ~ of committees.
thisAct.

2 Any such committee shall consist of at least one member of
the Board and such other personswhose assistance or servicesthe Board

may require.

3 The Board may by resolution, rgject thereport of any such
committee or adopt it with such modifications, additions, or adaptationsasit
may think fit.

17. All actsand proceedingsof the Board shall bevalid notwithstanding Validity of acts

any vacancy in the membership of the Board or any defect in the appoint- and proceed-
ment of any member thereof . g\g; gf the

18.-(1) TheBoard shall meet at least oncein each University semesterandat = Meetings of
suchtimesand placesas may be necessary for the performance of itsfunc- the Board.
tions under thisAct.

2 Immediately after thecominginto effect of thisAct the
President shall appoint aday for thefirst meeting of the Board.

3 TheBoard shdll at itsfirst meeting and thereafter every year
elect onemember to be Vice-Chairperson.

4 The Chairperson shall, if present, presideat all meetingsof
the Board.

(5) Wherethe Chairpersonisabsent from any meeting of the
Board, the Vice-Chairperson shall preside at such meeting; and wherethe
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson are both absent from any meeting, the
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Protection for
action taken

under this Act.

members present shall elect any oneof their number to presideat such
mesting.

(6) Eightmembersof the Board shall congtitutethe quorum at any
meeting of the Board.

(7 Decisionsof the Board shall beby amajority of votesof
those present and voting and in any matter wherethevotesareequal, the
Chairperson or the person presiding at that meeting shall have asecond or
casting vote.

(8) The Chairperson shall causeto be givento themembersat
least seven dayswritten notice of every meeting stating clearly the purpose
of themeeting.

9) The Chairperson may, at any time, call aspecial meeting
and shdl do sowithinfivedaysof hisbeing requested to do so inwriting by
not lessthan fivemembers.

(10)  Minutesof the proceedings of each meeting of the Board
shall besigned by the Chairperson and shall be kept and stored in such
manner asthe Board may determine.

(11) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thissection, the Board may
regulateitsown procedure.

19. Nocivil or crimina proceedingsshdl lie-

€)) against theBoardfor any act whichingoodfaithisdone
or purported to be done by the Board under this Act; or

(b) againstthePresident, any member, officer, servant or agent
of the Board, for any act which in good faith is done or
purported to be done by the President, such member,
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officer, servant or agent under this Act or on the direction
of the Board.

20. TheMinister may, after consultationwiththe Chairperson of the Directions by
Board, giveto the Board directionsof ageneral character to befollowedin the Minister.
the performance of any of itsfunctions, and the Board shall giveeffectto

suchdirections.

21. Anydegrees, diplomas, certificatesand other academicdistinctions Recognition of
awarded by the University shall berecognized by all persons, ingtitutionsand ~ degrees,
courtsof lawinBelize. diplomas, etc.

22.-(1) TheBoard may, in such form and by such dateasmay beprescribed  Preparation of
by the Ministry of Education, prepare and submit to the Minister of Finance budget and
through the Minister of Education, an annual estimate of the Government’s ggcg;‘r’:;qt
contributionstowardsthe expendituresof theUniversity for eachfinancia '
year, and theMinister of Finance shdll, after consultation with the Minister of

Education, present the said estimateto the National Assembly with such

amendments, if any, ashemay consider necessary.

2 TheMinister shdl placeat the disposa of the Board such
fundsasarevoted for the purpose by the National Assembly.

23.-(1) Thefundsof theBoard shall consist of :- Funds of the
Board.
)] such sums as may be voted annually for the purposes of
theUniversity by theNational Assembly under section 22;

(b) moniesreceived asfeesand other charges from students
of theUniversity;

(©) subventions and donations and bequests granted to the
University;
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(d) proceedsfromthesal eof bondsapproved by theBoard
and guaranteed by the Government;

(e all other moniesbel onging totheUniversity derivedfrom
any sourcewhatsoever;

(f) investmentsin stocks, mutual fundsand other securities

approved by the Board.

2 TheBoard may receivegifts, grants, donationsor bequests
of any property whatsoever, and may either retain them for the use of the
University or disposeof theminafit and proper manner. Any monies
realized from the disposal or use of any such property shall be credited to
theaccount of the University.

(3) The fundsof the University may be applied to meet any
legal obligationsor commitmentsof the Board and the University incarrying
out the provisionsof thisAct.

Accounts and 24.-(1) The Board shall establish policiesto ensurethat proper accountsare
audit. kept of al University financial transactions, assets, liabilitiesand acomplete
record of al other mattersrelating to finances.

2 Theaccountsof theUniversity shall beaudited annualy by
an auditor or auditors appointed by the Board and approved by the Minis-
ter.

(3) Theauditor shall makeawritten report upon theannual
balance sheet and accounts of the University and in such report state
whether he has or has not obtai ned theinformation and explanationsre-
quired by himfor the purpose of the audit, and whether in hisopinion such
accountsare properly drawn up so asto reflect atrue and correct view of
theaffairsof the Board, according to the best of hisinformation and the
explanations given to him and as shown by the booksof the University.
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(4) Theauditor shal transmit copiesof hisreport made under
subsection (3) tothe Board and tothe Minister.

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in thissection, the
Minister may in hisdiscretion, at any time, requirethe Auditor-General to
examineand report on the accounts of the University, and the Board shall
affordthe Auditor-General al facilitiesfor theexamination of theUniversity’s
accountsasthe Auditor-General may require.

25.-(1) TheBoard shall causeto be prepared an annual report of Annual Report.
University’sactivitiesas soon as practi cabl e after the close of each academic
year:

Provided that thefirst report shal befor the period beginning from
theinception of the University or Board and ending on thethirty-first day of
July of theyear next following.

2 Without prejudiceto the generality of the provisionsof
subsection (1) above, such report shall befor the period under review and
shdlinclude-

)] adescription of theactivitiesof the University;

(b) detail sof theprogrammeof studiesoffered by theUniversity
and the enrolment of studentsin such programmes;

(©) commentson new and exi sting non-teaching programmes;
(d) information onany research carried out by theUniversity;
(e information onpersonnel;

(f any other relevant information.
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(3) A copy of theaudited statement of accountsand theauditor’s
report thereon shall be attached to the report referred to in subsection (1)
above.

(4) Theannua report shall be submitted to the Board and copied
totheMinigter nolater thanthethirty-first day of January of theyear next
following.

Appointment of  26.-(1) The Governor-General, acting ontheadviceof the PrimeMinister

the President. given after consultation with the L eader of the Opposition, shall appoint at
such remuneration and subject to such termsand conditionsasthe Prime
Minister acting on the advice of the L eader of the Opposition thinksfit, a
suitably qualified, fit and proper person to bethe President of the University.

2 ThePresident’ sterm of officeshall belimited to afiveyear
period but may berenewed for onefurther liketerm, based on theformal
evauation of theBoard.

(3) ThePresident shall bethe Chief Executive Officer of the
University and shall beresponsibleto the Board.

4 The President shall perform such dutiesasmay berequired
of him by the Board including the management of the University.

Appointmentof  27. ThePresident may appoint and employ, with theapproval of the

other staff. Board, such membersof professional, administrative, supporting and
ancillary staff ashe may deem necessary for the efficient management of the
University, on such termsand conditionsof serviceasmay begeneraly
established by the Board.

Posts pension- 28.-(1) Thepostsof theadministrative, professional, faculty, clerical and

Zéb:; o secretarial staff shall be pensionableunder the Pensions Act, notwithstand-
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ing anything to the contrary inthat Act or any other enactment. Persons S.1.1450f 1992
holding ancillary postsof the semi-skilled or unskilled category shall be 1110f 1993
entitled to retirement benefits under the Government (Open VVote) Workers ﬂ g; gg?
Regulations 69 of 1997,

2 Where an officer in the public serviceis seconded or
temporarily transferred for duty inthe University from apensionableoffice
withinthe meaning of the PensionsAct, that Act shall apply tohimasif his CAP 30.
sarviceinthe University werepensionable serviceinacivil capacity under
the Governmen.

3 Wherean officer inthe public serviceistransferredtoan
officeinthe University and retiresor resignson pensionfrom, or dieswhilein
serviceof theUniversity, hisserviceinthepublic serviceshall rank asqualify-
ing service or pensionable service, asthe case may be, for purposes of
determining eligibility for pension under the PensonsAct. CAP 30.

4 Whereany institution or school joinsand becomesapart of
theUniversity , and themembersof staff of that institution or school are
transferred for duty inthe University, the service provided by such staff tothe
ingtitution prior tojoining and becoming part of the University shal rank as
qudifying or pensionable servicefor the purposesof determining digibility for
pension under the PensionsAct: CAP 30.

Provided that if themembersof staff of theinstitution or school
referred to in subsection (1) above are employed by theinstitution or school
pursuant to awritten contract of employment for aspecified number of years,
and such contract is<till subsisting and valid onthe date on which theingtitu-
tion joinsand becomes part of the University, then such membersshall join
and become membersof the staff of the University under thetermsand
conditionsof thewritten contract of employment entered into by theingtitu-
tion or school.

(5  Whenmaking payment for apension or gratuity in respect of
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20 CAP. 37] University of Belize

officersreferred toin subsections(2) and (3) above, the Government shall
pay thewhole pension or gratuity, but the University shall contributeto the
Government for the portion representing the number of yearsof pensionable
servicerendered by the officer inthe employment of the University.

CAP 30. (6) Notwithstanding any contrary provisonsinthe PensonsAct
or any enactment amending or replacing that Act, where aperson employed
inapensonableofficeinthe University istransferred to apensionable
officeinthePublic Service, hisservice, intheUniversity shal rank as
qualifying service or pensionable service, asthe case may be, for the pur-

CAP 30. poseof determining hiseligibility for agratuity or pension under the Pensions
Act.

Provisions 29. Faculty and other staff membersof the University holding pensionable

relating to postsshall retire on attaining the compul sory retirement age of fifty five

retirement of years.

officers.

Delegation of 30.-(1) TheBoard may inwriting del egate to the Chairperson or to any

powers and other member or to any committee appointed by it, or to the President or to

functions any officer or servant of the Board any of its powersand functions not
aready delegated, except the power to make rulesunder thisAct.

2 The Chairperson, other members, thecommittee, the
President, or the officer or servant to whom any of the powersor functions
of the Board have been del egated under subsection (1) above, shall exer-
ciseor perform the powersor functions so del egated, subject to thedirec-
tionsof theBoard.

(3 A delegation under this section may at any timeberevoked
by the Board and whileinforce shall not prevent theexercise or discharge
by the Board of any of its powersor functions.
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31.-(1) Subjectto section 3 above, the Board may with the approval of Rules.
theMinister makerules for the better carrying out of theprovisionsof this
Act.

2 Without prejudiceto the generality of subsection (1) above,
such rulesmay providefor al or any of thefollowing matters:

@ thewages, sal ariesand other remuneration of itsempl oyees;
(b) the terms and conditions of service of its employees;
(©) therespons bilitiesand di sciplineof studentsof theUniversity;

(d) the fees and other charges to be paid by the students of
theUniversity;

(e theappoi ntment, dismissal and disciplinary control over
employeesof theUniversity;

(f the academic programmes, curriculaand new coursesto
be conducted by the University;

(9 themanner inwhich the contravention of any policy made
under this section may be dealt with.

32. Any property, assetsor serviceacquired by, or vested in, the Board, Exemption from
or theUniversity, whether real or personal, shall be exempt fromany tax, taxetion.
duty or impost whatsoever levied by the Government.

33.-(1) Onandfromthecommencement of thisAct, all assets, rights, interests ~ Vesting of
and liabilitiesof the Council of theUniversity Collegeof Belize, Belize Teachers  property inthe

Training College, theBelize College of Agriculture, the Central Farm Depart- Board.
ment of Agriculture, the Bdlize Technica Collegeand theBelize School of Nurs-
ing, including lands, buildings, librariesand laboratories, shdl stand transferred
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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22 CAP. 37] University of Belize

to, and vest in, the Board.

2 If, at any time after the commencement of thisAct, any edu-
cational ingtitution joinsand becomespart of the University, all assets, rights,
interestsandliahilities, including al lands, libraries, buildingsand | aboratories
bel onging to such aninstitution, shal, upon joining and becoming part of the
University, stand transferred to, and vest inthe Board.

Repedls. 34. Uponthecommencement of thisAct, the University Collegeof Belize
CAP 35B, Act shall stand repeal ed.
R.E. 1980-1990.

Commencement.  35. ThisAct shall comeinto force on aday to be appointed by the
Minister by Order published in the Gazette.
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