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CHAPTER 159
ALIENS
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
1. Shorttitle.
PART |
Expulsion of Undesirable Aliens

2. Power of the Minister to make Ordersexpelling diensin certain
Cases.

3. Order may direct arrest and deportation of alien.
4, Enforcing arrest and detention.
5. Order to be served on alien and published in Gazette, etc.

6. Procedurewhere aien hasbeen convicted of being dangerousto
peace and good order.

7. Power of Minister to allow expenses.

8. Right of appeal against expulsion order.

0. Procedureon, and effect of, appeds; timefor giving notice.
10.  Summary disposal of offences.

11. Burden of proof.
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12. Evidencein criminal proceedings.
13.  Actionsfor thingsdoneunder expulsion orders.
14. Power to revoke expulsion orders.
15.  Tredties, etc., must be observed.
16.  Provisionsof Part1l not to be affected.

PART II

Banishment of Aliens
17.  Accusedto be summoned, and, in default of appearance, may be
arrested.

18.  Summary of charge-witnesses-defence.
19.  Power tobanish.
20. Personfoundin Belize after order of bani shment-punishment.
21. Nocertiorari tolie. Powersof Supreme Court vested in Minister.

PART I11

Satus of Aliens
22. Capacity of diensasto property.
23.  Nottoaffect Partll.
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CHAPTER 159
Ch. 109,
ALIENS RL., 1958,
CAP 124,
_ R.E. 1980-1990.

[28th April, 1910] 35471963,
400f 1963.

1. ThisAct may becited asthe AliensAct. shortitle

PART |

Expulsion of Undesirable Aliens

2.-(1) TheMinister may, if hethinksfit, makean Order, inthisPart of thisSAct  Power of the
referred to as“ an expulsionorder”, requiring an alientoleave Belizewithina  Minister to

timefixed by the Order and thereafter to remain out of Belize- meke Orders
expelling aliens

(@ ifitiscertifiedtohimby any courtinBelize, indudingacowtof  caan
summary jurisdiction, thet theaien hasbeen convicted by such  400f 1963.
court of any felony or misdemeanour or other offencefor which
such court haspower toimposeimprisonment without theoption
of afine, and that the court recommendsthat an expulsion order
should bemadeinhiscasg, either inadditiontoor inlieu of his
sentence; or

(b) if itiscertified to him by amagistrate after proceedingstaken
for the purpose, that it isexpedient for the preservation of the
peace and good order of Belizethat an expulsion order should
bemadeinthe case of thealien; or

(© if it gppearstothe Minigter that itisexpedient for thewe fare of
Belizeor for the public safety that theaien shall beexpelled
fromBedize.
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Order may direct
arrest and
deportation of
dien.

Enforcing arrest
and detention.

(2) If any dieninwhose case an expulsion order hasbeen madeisat any
timefound in Belizein contravention of such order, he commitsan offence
under this Part of this Act, and on conviction thereof shall be liable to
imprisonment with or without hard labour for any period not exceeding six
months and to be ordered to comply with such expulsion order within such
timeafter theexpiration of hissentence asthe magistrate shal fix.

(3) If suchalienfailstocomply withthe expulsion order withinthetime
fixed by the magistrate or isfound in Belize at any time after having been
conveyed out of it as hereinafter mentioned, he shall be deemed to have
committed afresh offence under thissection.

(4 TheMinister may, if hedeemsfit, order that any alien convicted under
thissection shdl ontheexpiration of hissentence be conveyed out of Belizein
such manner ashemay direct.

3.-(1) Itshdl belawful for theMiniger, if hethinksfit, inany expulsion order,
instead of requiring the diento leave Belizewithin afixed time, to order that
thedien bearrested, and deported from Belizein such manner astheMinister
may, by the expulsion order, or subsequently, direct.

(2) Any person arrested under an expulsion order shall, pending his
deportation from Belize, be detained in custody in such manner and place as
theMinister shall direct and, if not deported from Belize within one month
after hisarrest, shall, assoon aspossible after the expiration of that period, be
released from custodly.

(3) Nobail shall begrantedto any personin custody under an expulsion
order, except with the consent of the Minister.

4. With regard to the arrest and detention of any personwhosearrestis
ordered by an expulsion order-
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(@ for the purposes of sections 179to 183 inclusiveof thelndic-
ble Procedure Act (whichrelateto the arrest of persons
committing indictable offences), that person shal | be deemed
to haverecently committed anindictable offence, and the ex-
pulsion order shal bedeemedto bealegal processauthorising
any policeofficer to arrest and detain that person for anindict-
ableoffence;

(b) for the purposes of sections270 and 274 of the Criminal Code
(whichreatetotherescue, escape, and harbouring of criminas)
that person shal be deemed to have committed amisdemeanour
punishableon indictment.

5. Every expulsion order made under thisPart shall assoon aspossible
after the date of such order be served on the alien in respect of whom itis
made, and shd| be published inthe Gazetteand acopy thereof shall be posted
up in some conspicuous place at every policestationin Belize,

6.-(1) Any alien convicted beforethe magistrate of being dangerousto the
peaceand good order of Belizeshdl beguilty of an offenceunder thisActand
shall becommitted to the prison of thedistrict in which hewas convicted until
theMinister’ spleasureisknown.

(2 Themagigrateshdl immediately after any such conviction certify tothe
Minister as provided for in paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 2,
forwarding to him at the sametimeacopy of the notesof evidencetakeninthe
case

Provided that, if the Minister makesan expulsion order against such alien,
heshdl, unlessthe order directshisarrest and deportation on being served with
acopy of such order, beimmediately rel eased from custody for the purpose of
complyingwith such order.
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(3) Intheevent of the Minister not making an expulsion order asafore-
said, such aien shall assoon as possible berel eased from custody.

7. Wherean expulson order ismadeinthecaseof any dien, theMinister
may if hethinksfit direct the payment from the Consolidated Revenue Fund of
thewholeor any part of the expenses of or incidental to the departurefrom
Belizeand maintenance until departure of theaien and hisdependents, if any.

8. Subject to the provisions of thisPart, any person against whom an
expulsion order ismade may appeal against such order to the Supreme Court
on theground that the appellant isnot an aien, but not on any other ground.

9. With regard to an appeal against an expulsion order-

@

()

©

no apped shdl beentertained unlesswritten noticeof intention
to appeal specifying thegrounds of appeal and signed by the
appellant or hisattorney isgivento the Registrar, or a
meagistrate, withinthreedaysafter serviceof theexpulson order
ontheappellant:

Provided that ajudge may, if he considerstheinterestsof
justice so require, extend thetimewithin which notice of
intentionto appea may begiven to any date not later than
fourteen daysafter serviceof theexpulsion order onthe

gopellant;

for the purposes of the preceding paragraph, anexpulsion
order ordering the arrest of the appellant shall be deemed to
havebeen duly served onhim at hisarrest, or at theexpiration
of seven daysafter publication of theexpulsion order inthe
Gazette, whichever first occurs,

every person detained in custody under an expulsion order
shdll, if hesodesire, begivenfacilitiesfor giving notice of

REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Aliens

[CAP.159 o

©

©

(f)

)

(h)

intention to appedl, and communicating, withreferenceto his
apped, with hisfriendsand legal advisers,

after notice of intention to appeal hasbeen duly given, no steps
to enforcethe expulsion order, except the arrest and detention
of theappe lant wherethe order ordershisarrest, shdl betaken
unlessand until thegpped isdismissed, and themonth mentioned
insection 3 (2) shal not commenceto run until theappedl is
disposed of;

every apped shall be heard by ajudge sitting in open Court
without ajury at suchtimeasheshall direct;

if the appedl isdismissed, thetime, if any, withinwhichthe
appellantis, by theexpulsion order, requiredto leave Belize
may be extended by ajudgefor such period not exceeding
fourteen daysfromthedismissal of the appea ashe may think
proper;

if theappedl isalowed, theexpulsion order shall be deemed
to berevoked, and the appellant, if in custody, shall, unless
hisdetentionislawful under someother power or authority, be
released forthwith;

theprovisonsof the Costsin Criminad CasesAct shall gpply to
appeal sunder thisPart in the same manner asif anindictment
had been filed in the Supreme Court against the appel lant.

10.  All offences under this Part shall be dealt with summarily and in
accordancewith the Summary Jurisdiction Actsby themagistrate of thedigtrict
inwhichtheoffenceiscommitted or inwhichthedienlives, or isfound.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

of notice of

appeal:

hearing of
appeals:

of dismissal of
appeal:

of allowance of
appeal.

CAP 124.
Expenses of
witnesses.

Summary
disposal of
offences.
CAP98.
CAP99.

REVISED EDITION 2000



10

CAP. 159

Aliens

Burden of proof.

Evidencein
crimind
proceedings.

Actions for things
done under
expulsion orders.

Power to revoke
expulsion orders.

CAP 101.

Treaties, etc., must
be observed.

Provisions of Part
Il not to be
affected.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

11. Onany apped against an expulsion order, or if any question arisesin
any proceedingsunder thisPart or with referenceto anything done or omitted
or proposed to be done or omitted under this Part or any expulsion order
whether any personisan alien or not, the onus of proving that that personis
not anaienshal lieon that person.

12. Indl crimind proceedings, including aprosecution for an offenceunder
section 2 (2), the production of an expulsion order shdl be conclusiveevidence
that it wasvalid and waslawfully made.

13. No action shall be brought by any person against whom an expulsion
order has been made with reference to anything done, or omitted, in the
execution or purported execution of that order or the provisionsof thisPart,
on the ground that he was not a person against whom the expulsion order
could belegaly made.

14.  TheMinister may revoke any expulsion order, either absol utely, or
subject to such conditions ashe may think fit:

Provided that therevocation of an expulsion order, whether by theMinigter,
or by thedlowanceof angpped , shdl not affect thevalidity of anything dready
done thereunder or in respect thereof, and shall not affect any penalty or
punishment incurred under the Criminal Codeor the provisionsof thisPart or
under any other law, and shall not affect any proceedingstaken or thereafter
to betakeninrespect of any such penalty or punishment.

15. Incarrying out the provisionsof thisPart, nothing shall bedonewhich
gppearsincond stent with obligationsimposed upon Belize by treaty, or by any
convention, arrangement, or engagement with any foreign country.

16. NothinginthisPart shall affect theprovisonsof Part 11 of thisAct.
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PART Il
Banishment of Aliens

17.  Whenever it appearsto the Minister, on writteninformation, that the
removal from the country of any person, not anatural born citizen of Belize, is
necessary for the public safety, it shall belawful for himtoissueunder hishand
asummonswhich shall be served personally or left at the usual or last known
place of abode of such person, requiring such person to attend before him at
thetimenamed in the summons, to show causewhy he should not be banished
from the country; and if such person doesnot appear in accordancewith such
summonsthe Minister may issueawarrant under hishand addressed to any
police officer requiring him to arrest and detain such person until he can
conveniently bebrought beforethe Minister.

18.  The Minister shall cause to be delivered to such person a general
summary, inwriting, of the mattersalleged against him, and shdl alow hima
reasonabletimeto prepare hisdefence, andit shall belawful for himto summon
and examine upon oath witnesses, and to be heard beforethe Minister either by
himsdlf or by counsdl, attorney or agent, in support of theexcuse or reason

by himaleged.

19.  Ontheappearanceof such person beforetheMinigter, or, inhisabsence,
if itismadeto appear beforethe Minister that asummonshasbeen served as
abovedirected, it shall belawful for the Minister to proceed to hear theinfor-
mation, and theevidenceaswell infavour of asagainst such person, and there-
upon, if it appears necessary for the public safety that such person be banished
from Bélize, theMinister may issuean order banishing such personfromBelize.

20. Every person so ordered to be banished, whoisfound in Belize after
thetimefixed for hisdeparturein theorder of banishment, may be arrested
without warrant by any police officer, and shall, upon being brought beforea
magistrate and proof that the order of banishment was personally served upon
such person or |eft at the usual or |ast-known place of abode of such person,
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and also published inthe Gazette, beliableto afine not exceeding five hun-
dred dollars, and may beimprisoned until he shall agreeto leave and does
actudly leaveBdize:

Provided that-

(@ such imprisonment shall not be continued for alonger period
than six months;

(b) if at theexpiration of suchterm, intheopinion of the Minigter,
it appearsto benecessary for the public safety that such person
shdl bebanished from Belize, and such person still refusesor
neglectstoleave Bdlize, or, having left Belizereturnsthereto,
theMinister may issueafresh order banishing such person,
which order may beenforced and proceeded uponinthesame
manner asthefirst order, and sofromtimetotimesolong as
such necessity continues.

No certiorari to 21.  TheMinister shal not be subject to berestrained inthe due execution
lie. Powersof of hispowersunder thisPart by the order of any court, nor shall any proceed-
\ﬁgﬁ‘ﬁ (Ii/loi‘:]ritster ings before the Minister be removed by certiorari into any court, and the
" Minigter, in enforcing the attendance of witnesses after atender of their ex-
penses, theexamination of withessesorally, and the production of deeds, books,
papersand documents, and in puni shing personsrefusing to give evidence or
to produce documents, or guilty of contempt in the presence of the Minister,
shall haveall such powers, rightsand privilegesasare vested in the Supreme

Court.

PART I11
Satus of Aliens

Capacity of dliens 22, Real and personal property of every description may betaken, ac-
as to property. quired, held and disposed of by an alieninthesamemanner inall respectsas
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by anatural born citizen of Belize, and atitleto real and personal property of
every description may bederived through, fromor in successontoanaienin
thesamemanner inall respectsasthrough, fromor in successionto anatural
borncitizenof Belize:

Provided that this section shall not operate so asto-

(@ qualify analienfor any officeor for aseat inthe National
Assembly, or for any municipal, legidativeor other franchise,
but aperson shall not be deemed to be disqualified for the
officeof Alcaldeor interpreter by reason of hisbeingandien;
or

(b) qualify an aliento bethe owner of aBelizean ship; or

(© entitleanadientoany right or privilegeasacitizen of Belize,
except suchrightsand privilegesin respect of property asare
hereby expresdy givento him; or

(d) affect any estateor interestinred or persond property towhich
any person hasor may becomeentitled, either mediately or
immediately, in possession or expectancy, in pursuance of any
disposition made before the 19th day of November, 1883, or
inpursuanceof any devol ution by law onthedeeth of any person
dying beforethat day.

23.  Nothing contained inthisPart shal affect theprovisonsof Part 1. Not to affect
Partll.
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