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Ch. 164, RENT RESTRICTION
RL., 1958,
CAP. 158, [1st April, 1948]
R.E. 1980-1990.
Short title. 1.  ThisActmay becited asthe Rent Restriction Act.
Interpretation, 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires.-

“Board” meansthe Rent Assessment Board established under thisAct for
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Rent Restriction [CAP.195 s

therent restriction areain which any premisesin question aresituate;

“landlord” and “tenant” respectively include any personfromtimetotime
derivingtitleunder theorigina landlord or tenant;

“premises’ meansany dwelling-house, flat and any other buildinginwhich
personsdwell and any part of any premises|et or sublet separately;

“rent” includesany sum paid asrent or hirefor theuse of furniturewhere
premisesarelet furnished or where premisesarelet and furniturethereinis
hired by thelandlord to the tenant:

Provided that thisinterpretation shall not apply to any agreement for the
letting and hiring of furnished roomswith board;

“rent restriction ared’” meansthe areawithin aradiusof two milesfromany
courthousein Belize and any other areawhich the Minister may by Order
published in the Gazette declareto bea” rent restriction ared’;

“tenant” includessubtenant. 400f 1963.
3. ThisActshal apply toal premisesinarent restriction areaexcept Application of
such premisesasthe Minister may, by Order published in the Gazette, Act.

declare not to be affected by the provisionsof thisAct. 400f 1963.

PART I
Rent Assessment Boards and their Powers

4.-(1) TheMinister shall establish Rent Assessment Boardsto exercisethe Rent Assessment

powers conferred and perform the dutiesimposed by thisAct. Board.
2 Ineachjudicid district, the Chairman of the Board shall be
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Receipt of
increased rent
unlawful.

themagistrate of that district or such other person asthe Minister may from
timetotimeappoint.

(3) TheMinister shall gppoint apane of personsnot exceeding five
innumber who shdl becalled Rent Assessors.

(4)  TheBoard, at any sitting thereof, shall consist of the Chairman
and two Rent Assessorswho shall be sel ected by the Chairman fromthe
panel appointed under subsection (3).

(5  All appointmentsunder thissection shal beduringthe
Minister’spleasure.

(6) Nopersonshall sitasamember of the Board inany matter in
which, if hewereajudge or magistrate, hewould bedisquaified actingon
theground of interest.

(7)  Theestablishment of the Board and al appointmentsshall be
published inthe Gazette.

5.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), no landlord shall from and after the com-
mencement of thisAct and in respect of premisestowhichthisAct applies-

)] receive or recover rent in excess of that payable for
such premises on the 1st January 1945; or

(b) increase the rent of such premisesbeyond that payable
therefor on 1st January 1945,

without an order of the Board, but the Board shall in no casedlow an
increasein rent of morethan ten per centum.

(20  Anincreaseof rent shal not beaprohibited increase under this
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Actifitis

€)) anincrease of rent by an amount calculated at arate per
annum not exceeding eight per centum on any amount
expended by the landlord since January 1945, in
connection with any improvement or structural alteration
of the premises (not including expenditure on decoration
or repairs);

(b) anincreaseof theyearly rent by an amount not exceeding-

(i) anyincreaseintheyearly amount of thtowns
property tax and of any rates payable by the
landlordin respect of the premisessince 1st January
1945;

(i)  theyearly amount of any tax or rateimposed in
respect of the premises since 1st January, 1945:

Provided that, wheretherent isnot payableyearly,
any such increase shall be proportionateto the periodin
respect of which such rent ispayable;

(© an increase of rent by an amount not exceeding ten per
centum, if thetenant agreeswith thelandlord in writing
tosuchincrease.

(3)  Anytenant may recover fromalandlord, who hasunlawfully
received from him any such increased rent, the difference between any such
increased rent unlawfully received and the rent payabl e before such increase
and may, without prejudiceto any other method of recovery, deduct from the
rent payable by himto such landlord al sumspaid by him since 1t January
1946, by way of such increased rent.
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4 Any transfer to atenant of any burden or liability previoudy
borne by thelandlord shall, for the purpose of thisAct, betreated asan
alteration of rent, and where, astheresult of such transfer, thetermson
which premisesare held are on thewholelessfavourableto the tenant than
the previousterms, therent shall be deemed to beincreased, whether or not
thesum periodically payableby way of rent isincreased, and any increase
of rentinrespect of any transfer to alandlord of any burden or liability
previoudy borne by thetenant where, astheresult of suchtransfer, the
termsonwhich any premisesare held are onthewholenot lessfavourable
to the tenant than the previousterms, shall be deemed not to bean increase
of rent for the purpose of thisAct.

(5)  Forthepurposesof thisAct-

@ therent of any premiseswhich were standing vacant on
the 1st January, 1945, shall be deemed to betherent at
which such premiseswerelast let;

(b) the rent at which premises completed after the 1st
January, 1945, arefirst let, shall be suchrent as, inthe
absence of agreement, may be fixed by the Board; and

(©) where premises, not being premises to which the
foregoing provisions of this subsection apply, were not
let at arent on 1st January 1945, and arefirst et after
that date, the rent shall be such rent as, in the absence
of agreement, may befixed by the Board:

Provided that the rent which may befixed by the Board
in respect of any premises under the provisions of
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection shall bethe
rent at which such premises might, in the opinion of the
Board, reasonably be expected to have been et for on
31st December 1944, plusany increasewhichthisBoard
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Rent Restriction [CAP.195 o

may deem it just to allow under the provisions of the
proviso to subsection (1) of thissection and any increase
which is permitted to be made under the provisions of
subsection (2) of this section.

6.-(1) Any landlord or tenant or other person interested may apply to the Orders of the
Board for an order fixing the rent of any premises. Board.

(20  Whenanapplicationismadeto the Board under thissection, the
Board may refuseto make an order or may, subject to the provisionsof the
proviso to subsection (1) of section 5 of thisAct, make an order authorising
thereceipt or recovery of thewholeor any part of theincreased rent or an
order fixing theamount by which therent may beincreased.

(3)  Whereanorder has been made by the Board fixing therent of
any premises, theorder shall, subject to the provisionsof section 8 of this
Act, bebinding on al present and subsequent landlords, tenantsand
mortgagees.

(4  TheBoard shdl havefull powersof rehearing, reconsideration
andrevisoninany case, inwhichit thinksfit to exercise such powers, and at

anytime.

7.-(1) Notwithstanding anything inthisAct, alandlord or any subtenant may Specia powers
apply tothe Board for aninquiry into thetermsand conditions of any sub- of Boardin
tenancy of the premisesgranted by the tenant after 1st January 1945. subtenancies.

(20  Uponanapplication under subsection (1), the Board may
inquireinto thetermsand conditions of the subtenancy with aview to ascer-
taining whether, having regard to therent paid by the tenant to thelandlord,
any rent payableto, or charged by, thetenant for any subtenancy isun-
reasonabl e or whether thetenant, by taking inlodgersor by subletting or
otherwi se parting with the possession of thewholeor any part of the pre-
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10 CAP. 195] Rent Restriction

mises, ismaking aprofit, whether directly or indirectly, which, having regard
totherent paid by thetenant, isunreasonable.

(3)  Onaninquiry under subsection (2), the Board may makean
order-

@ [imiting the number of subtenantsin the premises;

(b) fixing the maximum rent payabl e by each subtenant and
the maximum charge, if any, which the tenant may make
in addition to the rent for any service rendered to the
subtenant;

(©) fixing the maximum profit which the tenant may make,
whether directly or indirectly, by the subtenancy.

(4  Any personwho failsto comply with an order made by the
Board under this section commitsan offence, without prejudiceto any other
remedy for the enforcement of the order.

(5)  Thepowersof theBoard under thissection shall beinaddition
to and not in derogation of any other powers of the Board exercised under
thisAct and any order made under thissection shall havethe same effect
and be executed in the same manner as any other order made by the Board

under thisAct.
Proceedings 8.-(1) At sittingsof the Board, the decision of the majority of themembers
before Board. shdl prevall.

(20  Wherenomgjority decisionisreached, thedecision of the
Chairmanshdl prevall.

(3) TheBoardshall for the purposesof thisAct follow mutatis
mutandisthe procedure of thedistrict court in civil mattersand, subject, to
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Rent Restriction [CAP.195 11

theprovisionsof thisAct, shall haveall the powersand authority of thesaid
court.

(4  Nomember of theBoard shall beliableto any actionfor any
matter or thing doneby himintheexerciseof hisdutiesassuch.

(5)  Anapped shal lieto the Supreme Court from any decision of
the Board and the procedurein respect of any such appeal shall besuchasis
laid downin Part X of the Supreme Court of Judicature Act. CAP 9L

(6) TheBoardshall determinethefeesto bepaid by partiesin
proceedingstaken beforethe Board and on appeal from decisionsof the
Board, and thefeeswhen determined shall be published in the Gazette.

(7)  Theproceedingsof the Board shall be opento the public, and
minutes of the same, including asummary of any ora evidencegiven before
the Board, shall be kept by the Chairman.

(8)  Anyinterested party may be represented before the Board by
an attorney-at-law.

(90  Theproceedingsof theBoard shall bedeemedto bejudicia
proceedings.

(10)  Subject to thissection, the Board may, with the approval of the
Minister, makerules-

€)) prescribing the manner inwhich applicationsshall be made
to the Board under this Act and the feesto be paid by
any applicant in connection therewith:

Provided that al such feesshall be subject to the approval
of theNational Assembly;
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Enforcing orders
of the Board.

Restriction on
gjectment.
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(b) regulating the procedure of the Board in all proceedings

beforeit.

9. An order of the Board or acopy thereof certified to beatrue copy
by the Chairman of the Board shall, upon being filed with the clerk of the
district court of the district withinwhich the premisesaffected by the order
aresituate, be executed and obedience thereto enforced asif it werean

order of thecouirt.

PART Il

Restrictions on Recovery of Possession of Premises

10.-(1) Nojudgment or order for the gjectment of atenant from premises
towhichthisAct appliesshall be given or made solong asthetenant
continuesto pay rent at the agreed rate as modified by thisAct, and per-
formsthe other conditions of thetenancy, except-

(@)

(b)

on the ground that the tenant has committed waste or
has been guilty of conduct which isanuisance or an
annoyance to adjoining or neighbouring occupiersand
the court considersit reasonabl e to give such judgment
or make such order; or

on the ground that the premises are reasonably required
by thelandlord for occupation asaresidencefor himsdlf,
or hiswife, or for some person wholly dependent upon
him, or for hischild or grandchild, hisbrother or sister,
or his parent or grandparent, or for any person bona
fideresiding or to reside with him, and the court, after
considering al the circumstances of the case, considers
it reasonableto give such judgment or make such order;
or
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Rent Restriction [CAP.195 13

(© on the ground that the tenant has given notice to quit,
and, in consequence of that notice, the landlord has
contracted to sell or let the premises or has taken any
other stepsasaresult of which he could, in the opinion
of the court, be seriously prejudicedif he could not obtain
pOssession; or

(d) on the ground that the tenant, by taking in lodgers or by
subletting or otherwise parting with the possession of the
whole or any part of the premises, is making a profit,
whether directly or indirectly, which, having regardto the
rent paid by the tenant, is unreasonable and the court
considersit reasonableto give such judgment or make
such order:

Provided that-

()  nojudgment or order shall be given or made under
thisparagraphif thelandlord or any subtenant has
applied to the Board under section 7 and the
Board has made an order in respect of the premises
which are the subject of the proceedings before
the court;

(i)  thecourt may direct that any judgment or order
given or made under this paragraph shall not affect
any subtenancy lawfully subsisting before the
proceedingsfor g ectment wereinstituted; or

(e on the ground that the premises are required by the
landlord for the substantial alteration or reconstruction
thereof in such away asto affect the premisesor for the
demolition thereof, and the court, after being satisfied
that the landlord has, where necessary, obtained the

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



14 CAP. 195] Rent Restriction

necessary permit for such alteration, reconstruction or
demolition and hasgivento thetenant not lessthan three
months’ notice in writing to vacate the premises,
considersit reasonabl e to make such judgment or make
such order:

Provided that where such ajudgment or order hasbeen
given or made but not executed before the coming into
force of this Act, the court by whom the judgment or
order was given or made may, if of opinion that the
judgment or order would not have been given or made
if thisAct had beenin operation at the date of thegiving
or making of the judgment or order, rescind or vary the
judgment or order in such manner asthe court may think
fit for the purpose of giving effect to thisAct.

(20  Wherealandlord hasobtained ajudgment or order for g ectment
on either of the grounds specified in paragraphs (b) and (e) of subsection (1),
and it issubsequently madeto appear to the court that thejudgment or order
was obtai ned by misrepresentation or the conceal ment of material facts, the
court may order thelandlord to pay to theformer tenant such sum asappears
sufficient ascompensation for damage or |oss sustained by that tenant asthe
result of thejudgment or order.

(3)  Where by reason of the provisions of this section any tenant
continuesin occupation of any premisesafter theexpiration of any contract of
tenancy, thetermsand conditionsof such contract of tenancy shdl,insofar as
they may be applicableand subject to the provisionsof thisAct, bedeemedto
apply to such occupation.
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PART IV
Miscellaneous

11. Where, prior tothecomingintoforceof thisAct, any agreementfora  certain

tenancy of any premisesto whichthisAct applieswasmadebetweentheland-  agreements to be
lord of such premisesand any person not in occupation of such premises, and ~ void.

by reason of section 10 such person is unable to obtain possession of such

premises, such agreement shall be deemed to be void and no action for dam-

agesor otherwise shall be brought thereon in any court:

Provided that any consideration by way of rent, premium or otherwise
aready paid by such personto thelandlord by virtue of such agreement shall be
repaid by thelandlord to such person and shall berecoverableasacivil debt.

12.-(1) From and after 1st January 1945, it shall be unlawful for anyone,in  Nopremiumto
consideration of thegrant, renewal, continuance, surrender or givingupof a  bechargeablein
tenancy or subtenancy of any premisestowhich thisAct applies, torequire, ~ "esPect of a

. . . . tenancy.
make or receive, the payment of any fine, premium or other like sum or the
giving of any pecuniary consideration inadditiontotherent.

(20  Whereany payment ismadein respect of any such premisesafter
1st January 1945, then the amount shall be recoverable by the tenant by whom
it was made from the landlord by whom it was received, and may without
prejudiceto any other method of recovery, be deducted from any rent payable
by himtothelandlord.

13. Every court, whether of civil or criminal jurisdiction, shall, sofar asis  All courtsto
necessary, conformtothis Actinall proceedings, actions, suitsor casesbe-  conformto this
tween landlords and tenants or in which therights, remedies or duties of the Adt.
sameareinquestion.

14. Every personwho contravenesor failsto comply withany provisionof ~ Penalty.
thisAct commitsan offenceand shall beliableon summary convictiontoafine
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16 CAP. 195] Rent Restriction

not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not
exceeding three months, and for asecond or subsequent offence shall beli-
ableto afinenot exceeding five hundred dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm
not exceeding six months, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



