BELIZE

TIMBER INDUSTRY ACT
CHAPTER 341

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under theauthority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
TIMBER INDUSTRY ACT 5

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



BELIZE

TIMBER INDUSTRY ACT
CHAPTER 341

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under the authority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
TIMBER INDUSTRY ACT S

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



Timber Industry [CAP.341 3
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CHAPTER 341

TIMBER INDUSTRY CAPR. 210,
R. E. 1980-1990.

4.0f 1955,
[By Order]*  400f 1963,

1. This Act may becited asthe Timber Industry Act. Shorttitle.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.

“Appropriate Officer” meansthe officer nominated by the Ministry of Finance
for the purposesof thisAct;

“Committee” meansthe Committee congtituted by section 7,

“export” meansexport from Belize;

“export certificate” meansan export certificate granted under thisAct;
“Fund” meansthe Fund established by section 5;

“graded lumber” means|lumber graded and marked or passed unmarked in
accordancewith the provisionsof thisAct and any rules madethereunder;

“grader” meansagrader authorised under section 14,
“lumber” includes shooks, dats, blocks, box-boards, flooring, ceiling and sid-
ing, shinglesand sleepersbut not any other article manufactured from such

wood nor firewood or poles,

“Minigter” meansthe Minister responsiblefor Natural Resources,

1. This Act was not in force by 31st December, 2000.
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Export levy.

Chief Forest
Officer’s power of
exemption.

Establishment of
Fund.

“timber” includesatreewhenit hasfallen or beenfelled, or any part of such
tree, and includesiumber.

3.-(1) TheMinister may, by Order published inthe Gazette, imposealevy
onall timber exported fromBelize.

(2) AnOrder under subsection (1) may fix different ratesof levy for dif-
ferent timbersand may further providethat any specified timber shall beex-
empt fromthelevy either wholly or to the extent stated in such Order.

(3) Therateof thelevy imposed under thissection shall remaininforce
until anew rateisimposed in the manner provided in subsection (4).

(4) Therateof levy may bealtered not later than 30th September inany
year and such dtered rate shall comeintoforceon 1st January next following
thedate of the Order.

(5) Thelevy imposed by any Order made under thissection shall bepaid
to the Comptroller of Customsby the exporter at thetime of export and shall,
indefault of payment when due, berecoverable by the Accountant General as
adebt dueto the Crown.

4. The Chief Forest Officer may exempt any timber cut for exhibition or
experiment from payment of thelevy.

5.-(1) Thereshadl beestablished al.umber Industry Fund (hereinafter called
“the Fund”) which shdl consist of -

(@ al moniescollected fromthelevy ontimber at theratefor the
timebeing in force under any Order made under section 3;

(b) such other contributionsor donationsasmay fromtimeto
time be made to the Fund.
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(2 TheFund established under subsection (1) shall belodged with the
Accountant General and shall be placed by himto aseparate deposit account
inthename of the Lumber Industry Committee.

(3) TheAppropriateOfficer shal, with the adviceand consent of the Com-
mittee, be responsiblefor the expenditure of the Fund for the objectsand pur-
poses set out in section 6.

(4) If any differenceof opinion should arise between the Appropriate Of -
ficer and the Committee regarding the expenditure of the Fund, the matter shall
bereferredto the Minister for decision.

(5) TheChief Forest Officer shall keep account of thereceiptsand dis-
bursementsin connection with the Fund and shall render such statements of
revenue and expenditure asthe Committee may require.

(6) Withinareasonabletimeafter theexpiration of each year, the Commit-
tee shall causeto be prepared astatement of the recei ptsand disbursements
during the previousyear, and every such statement sha | be subject to audit and
shdl be published in such manner asthe Minister may direct.

6. TheFund shall bedevotedto all or any of thefollowing purposes- Purposes to
which funds

(@  research, investigation, advertisement and market extension ™Y Pe devoted.

work in connectionwith the Belizelumber industry;

(b) theremuneration of agrading inspector and such other staff as
the Committeemay require;

(© the payment of travelling and out-of -pocket expensesto
membersof the Committee at ratesto be approved by the
Miniger;

(d) any other servicewhichinthe opinion of the Committeeis
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8 CAP. 341] Timber Industry

calculated to promotethewelfare of thelumber industry or
theeconomic utilisation and marketing of timber.

Establishmentof ~ 7.-(1) Thereshall be constituted aCommitteeto be known asthe L umber
égmb‘?:t' ndustry | ndustry Committeewhich shall consist of -
mmittee.

(@ the Appropriate Officer, who shall be Chairman;

(b) the Chief Forest Officer, who shall be Deputy-Chairman,
and

(©) such other membersasthe Minister shall appoint.

(2) TheCommittee shall be abody corporate having perpetual succes-
sion and acommon sedl, and shal be capablein law of suing and being sued,
and of purchasing, holding and alienating land and other property, movableor
immoveble

'\PAQV\’z sof 8. The Minister may makeregulationsfor thefollowing purposes-
Inister.

(@ theapplication to any kind of lumber of theprovisonsof sec-
tion9;

(b) therestriction or prohibition of the movement of any kind of
lumber from Belizeeither by kind or by quantity;

(©) prescribing the powersand duties of the Committeg;

(d) generally for the better carrying out of the provisionsof this
Act.

Noexportexcept — 9.-(1) No personshall export any lumber towhichthisAct applieswithout
Uf”def Cgf“f'cm avalid export certificateissued in that behalf by the Chief Forest Officer or
o export. by some person authorised by himtoissue such acertificate.
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(2) Theexport certificate shall be produced to the Comptroller of Cus-

toms.
(3) Export certificatesshall beissued only inrespect of graded lumber.
(4) Every export certificate shall expiresix monthsafter the date of issue.
10. No person shall-

(@ export lumber except through such placesor portsof exit as
the Chief Forest Officer may, by noticeinthe Gazette, declare
to be placesor portsof exit for the purposes of thissection; or

(b) export any lumber in respect of which an export certificate has
been issued except inthe stateinwhich it waswhen the export
certificatewasissued.

11.  Whereany graded lumber isinthe opinion of the Chief Forest Officer,

or of aperson authorised by himinwriting in that behalf, so handled or stored
whilstintransit that such lumber isnot inthe statein which it waswhen the
export certificate wasissued, then the export certificatein respect of such lum-
ber may be cancelled by the authority whichissued such export certificate.

12. No person shall sign, issue or usein respect of any lumber, whether
such lumber islumber towhichthis Act appliesor not, any document being or
purporting to be an export certificate under thisAct knowing or having reason
tobdievethat the sameisfa se, either wholly or inany materia particular.

13.-(1) The Chief Forest Officer may authoriseinwriting any personto bea
grader or ingpecting grader for the purposeof carrying out the provisonsof this
Act.

(2) Aningpecting grader authorised under subsection (1) shal ingpect and
report onthework of other gradersand may reviseor reversetheir decisions
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Inspection of

lumber by grader.

Marking of
[umber.

onthegradeof any lumber.

(3) Every authorisation issued under thissection shall be personal tothe
holder thereof and shall expireon 31st December of theyear inwhichit has
been issued.

(4) The Chief Forest Officer may refuse to issue or to renew any
authorisation under thissection or may suspend or revokeany such authorisation
onthegroundsthat heisnot satisfied with the qudifications or experience of
the holder or applicant or with themanner in which the holder hascarried out
hisduties.

14.-(1) When any applicationismadeto agrader to inspect and grade any
lumber, such lumber shall be stacked in parcel sto admit of inspection pieceby
piece by thegrader at the owner’smill or such other place asthe grader shall
require.

(2) A grader may refuseto gradelumber if for any reason he considers
that itisinan unfit conditionfor grading.

(3) All handling chargesin connection with grading or in connectionwith
any check on grading shall be at the expense of the owner or consignor who
shdl provideall necessary labour.

15.-(1) No person other than agrader shall mark any lumber, whether such
lumber istimber to which this Act appliesor not, with amark whichisthe
sameasamark prescribed by any rulesmade under thisAct.

(2) No person shal mark any lumber, whether such lumber islumber to
whichthisAct appliesor not, withamark so similar to any mark prescribed
by any rulesmade under thisAct that it may be or can be mistaken therefor.

(3) When the owner of apiece of marked lumber desirestoresaw it or
otherwiseto dter itsstate, he shal before doing so effectively obliteratethe
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mark so that it cannot be mistaken for amark prescribed under any rule
under thisAct.

16.-(1) TheChief Forest Officer may by noticeinwriting requireany person  Information may
exporting any lumber to furnish him with such particularsin respect of such ~ berequired.
exportsasmay be specifiedin such notice.

(2) Any personwho-

(@ failstofurnish such particularswithin onemonth fromthere-
ceipt of suchnotice; or

(b) makes any fal se statement in respect of such particulars,

commitsan offenceandisliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
fivehundred dollars.

17.-(1) No person shall own or operate asawmill or any processing plantfor ~ Sawmill owners
the purpose of converting logs, wood or other forest produceinto lumber un-  to obtainlicence
lesssuch personisin possession of avalid licenceissued under thisActorany 1 oPerate:

regul ations made thereunder in respect of such sawmill or processing plant.

(2) Anapplicant for asawmill or processing plant licence shall furnishto
the Chief Forest Officer satisfactory proof of hisbeing entitled to use such land
for the purpose of operating asawmill or processing plant.

(3) Applicationsfor suchlicencesshall be submitted inwriting tothe Chief
Forest Officer not later than 1t November intheyear preceding that for which
thelicenceisrequired.

(4) All licencesissued under the provisionsof thisAct or any instruments
madethereunder shall expireon 31st December inthe calendar year for which
itisvalid.
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18.-(1) The Chief Forest Officer shall, beforethe 31st December in every
year, submit all applicationsfor sawmill or processing plant licencesto the
Committeewhich shall direct the Chief Forest Officer whether or not such
licencesshall issue.

(2) TheCommitteemay, in addition to any conditionswhich may be
prescribed by regulations made under section 19, attach specia conditions
toany suchlicence.

19.  TheCommittee may, subject to theapproval of the Minister, make
regulationsfor thefollowing purposes-

(@ for determining the conditionswhich may beattached to
sawmill and processing plant licences,
(b) for prescribing theformsof such licences;

(©) for prescribing thefeeswhich may becharged ontheissue
of suchlicences.

20.  Any personwho feelsaggrieved by therefusal of the Committeeto
grant alicence under thisAct or whose licence has been revoked by the Com-
mittee may, within twenty-onedaysof the notification of such refusal or revo-
cation, asthe case may be, appeal to the Minister whose decision shall be
find.

21.  Anypersonwho contravenessection 9, 10, 12, 15 or 17 commitsan
offenceandisliableon summary conviction to afine not exceeding five hun-
dred dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding six monthsand the
court in addition may order-

(@ that thetimber in respect of whichthecontravention or failure
occurred shall beforfeited; or
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(b) wherethe person convicted isnot the owner of thetimber,
that the person pay an additional fine equa to thevalue of
suchtimber at thetime of export or movement, asthe case
may be.

22.  Any person aggrieved by the decision of any grader may, withinthirty
daysafter the notification of such decision, apped against thedecisontothe
Chief Forest Officer.

23.  Any personaggrieved by any decision of the Chief Forest Officer made
inpursuanceof thisAct may, within thirty daysof the notification of such deci-
sion, apped against the decisionto the Minister, whose decision shdl befinal.

24.  TheChief Forest Officer may, subject tothe approval of the Minigter,
make ruleswith respect to any of thefollowing matters-

(@ the procedure on application for export certificatesand the
formsof such certificates;

(b) the place or placesto which lumber may be exported under
such certificates,

(© the procedure on application for thegrading of lumber andthe
grade or grades of timber in respect of all or different classes
andform of timber;

(d) thefeesto be paidinrespect of grading and servicescon-
nected therewith;

(e themarksto be placed on timber, the method of placing and
theregistration of suchmarks.

25.  ThisActshdl comeinto operation on such day asthe Minister may, by
Order publishinthe Gazette, appoint.
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