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CHAPTER 12

PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION IN PUBLIC LIFE

                           [27th September, 1994]

PART I

Preliminary

1. This Act may be cited as the Prevention of Corruption in Public
Life Act.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -

“assets” means any property held in beneficial ownership whether
in or outside Belize;

“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Commission;

“child” means a person under the age of eighteen years who is the
child, step-child or lawfully adopted child of any person;

“Commission” means the Integrity Commission established under
section 3;

“declaration” means a declaration of assets, income and liabilities;

“income” includes all receipts by way of salary, fees, wages,
perquisites, profits, gain, emoluments, rents and interest whether
they are received as money or as money’s worth, commission,
bonus, pension, annuity or benefit, and shall include -

Short title.

Interpretation.

24 of 1994.
S. I. 38 of 1996.
Commencement
[1.      1.     1995]
S. I. 194 of 1994.
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(i) details of contracts awarded by the Government or
other public body;

(ii) leases or grants of land awarded by Government
or any other body at the direction or nomination of
Government;

(iii) private sector contracts of the amount of twenty-
five thousand dollars or above;

(iv) details of any business interests; and

(v) other benefits valued at more than five thousand dol-
lars received from any source;

“liabilities” includes any obligation to pay money whether in or
outside Belize;

“person in public life” means -

(a) Members of the House of Representatives including
the Speaker;

(b) Members of the Senate including the President of the
Senate; and

(c) Members of local authorities (City Councils and Town
Councils);

“public appointee” means a member of a statutory body, or a
member of the Public Services Commission, or a member of the
Elections and Boundaries Commission, or a member of the Belize
Advisory Council, or any person appointed as a senior officer or
servant of any corporation or board established by law for public
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purposes, or a member or officer of any subsidiary company of
such corporation or board registered under the Companies Act;

“public body”  includes local and public authorities of all descrip-
tions;

“public officer” has the meaning ascribed to it in section 131 of
the Constitution;

“Secretary” means the Secretary of the Commission.

PART II

Integrity Commission

3.-(1) There is hereby established for the purposes of this Act a body to
be known as the Integrity Commission, which shall consist of a Chairman
who shall be an attorney-at-law with not less than five years’ standing,
and six other members who shall be persons of integrity and high national
standing.

(2)  Two members of the Commission shall be appointed by the Gov-
ernor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister
given with the concurrence of the Leader of the Opposition, and the other
members of the Commission including the Chairman, shall be appointed
by the Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime
Minister given after consultation with the Leader of the Opposition:

Provided that in the process of consultation with the Leader of the
Opposition for the appointment of the Chairman, the Prime Minister shall
use his best endeavours to secure the agreement of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Establishment of
Integrity Commis-
sion.

CAP. 250

CAP. 4.
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(3) At least one member of the Commission shall be a member of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Belize.

(4) The First Schedule shall have effect as to the term, the powers and
practice of the Commission and otherwise in relation thereto.

(5) The Commission shall appoint a Secretary; and until such appoint-
ment, the Clerk to the National Assembly shall act as Secretary to the Com-
mission.

(6) The duties of the Secretary shall be:-

(a) to attend the meetings of the Commission;

(b) to record its proceedings and to keep its papers;

(c) to summon and record the testimony of witnesses; and

(d) generally to perform such duties connected with the work
of the Commission as the Commission may require.

4.-(1) The Commission shall -

(a) receive, examine and retain all declarations filed with it
under this Act;

(b) make such inquiries as it considers necessary in order to
verify or determine the accuracy of the declarations filed
under this Act;

(c) receive and investigate complaints regarding non-compli-
ance with or breach of the provisions of this Act;

Functions of the
Commission.

First Schedule.
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(d) perform such other functions as it is required by this Act to per-
form.

(2) In the exercise of its functions under this Act, the Commission shall
not be subject to the direction or control of any other person or authority.

5.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Commission shall, not later than 31st
March in each year, make a report to the National Assembly of its activi-
ties in the preceding year and the report shall be tabled in the National
Assembly not later than 31st May of the same year.

(2) The Commission shall make its first report to the Prime Minister
not later than three months after the end of its first year of operation, and
the report shall be tabled by the Prime Minister within three months of its
making.

PART III

Financial Disclosure

6.-(1) Every person in public life shall furnish to the Commission, as and
when required to do so by this section, a sworn declaration of assets,
income and liabilities in the form prescribed in Form A of the Second
Schedule.

(2) A declaration shall be furnished pursuant to subsection (1) -

(a) in the case of a person who is a person in public life at the com-
mencement of this Act, within three months of that commence-
ment, in respect of his assets, income and liabilities for the year
ended on the previous 31st December;

(b) in the case of a person who becomes a person in public life after
the date of commencement of this Act, within three months of his

Commission to
report to National
Assembly.

Duty to furnish
declaration of
financial affairs.

Second Schedule.
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becoming a person in public life, in respect of his assets, income
and liabilities for the year ended on the previous 31st December,

and thereafter on the 31st December in each year that he is a person in
public life, in respect of his assets, income and liabilities as at the 31st day of
December in that year, so, however, that a declaration required to be fur-
nished on the 31st day of December in any year shall be deemed to comply
with the requirements of this subsection if it is furnished before the 1st day of
March next following that date;

(c) in the case of every person who ceases to be a person in public life,
at any time after the commencement of this Act, on the first an-
niversary of the date on which he ceases to be a person in public life
in respect of his assets, income and liabilities, covering the period
from the date of his last declaration to the date on which he is re-
quired by this paragraph to furnish a declaration.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the Commission may
in any particular case for good cause extend the time for the furnishing of a
declaration under this Act after the expiration thereof for a period not ex-
ceeding six months.

(4) Every declaration furnished pursuant to this section shall be verified
by affidavit sworn before a Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, Commissioner
of the Supreme Court or the Registrar of the Supreme Court, as to the truth
and accuracy of the contents of such declaration.

(5) The form of the declaration referred to in subsection (1) above may
at any time be varied by the Prime Minister on the recommendation of the
Commission by regulations made under this Act.

7.-(1) A declaration required under this Act shall include such particulars
as are known to the declarant of the assets, income and liabilities of himself,
of his spouse and of his children:

Contents of
declaration.
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Provided that -

(a) if the spouse was not ordinarily living with the declarant for a con-
tinuous period of three months during the period in relation to which
the declaration is made; or

(b) if a child of the declarant was not ordinarily living with the declarant
at any time during the period in relation to which the declaration is
made,

the particulars required to be furnished by this subsection shall be limited to
assets held by the spouse or child (as the case may be) in trust for, or as agent
of the declarant, so, however, that nothing in this subsection shall be construed
as precluding the Commission from requiring from a declarant any additional
particulars the Commission may think fit.

(2) A declaration furnished pursuant to section 6 or section 10 may be
accompanied by a statement of affairs certified by a chartered accountant
if the declarant so thinks fit.

(3) Where a person in public life holds money or other property in
trust for another person, he may so state in his declaration, but shall not be
required to disclose the terms of the trust.

(4) For the purposes of a declaration under this Act, the income, as-
sets and liabilities of a person in public life include the income, assets and
liabilities acquired, held or incurred by any other person as his agent or on
his behalf.

8.-(1) The Commission shall examine every declaration furnished to it and
may request from the declarant any information or explanation relevant to
a declaration made by him, which in its opinion, would assist it in its ex-
amination.

Examination and
public disclosure
of declarations.
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(2) Where upon an examination under subsection (1), the Com-
mission is satisfied that a declaration has been fully made, it shall publish or
cause to be published a certificate in the Gazette in the form prescribed by
Form B in the Second Schedule.

(3) Where the Commission publishes or causes to be published a cer-
tificate under subsection (2), any person may make a written complaint to
the Commission in relation to that certificate.

9.-(1) Where -

(a) upon an examination under section 8, the Commission is not satis-
fied that a declaration has been fully made and is of the opinion that
further investigation is necessary; or

(b) after a certificate has been published in the Gazette under section 8
(2) and any person makes a written complaint to the Commission in
relation to that certificate and the Commission, after consideration
of the complaint, is of the opinion that the complaint should be in-
vestigated,

the Commission may -

(i) in writing request the person in public life concerned or the com-
plainant to furnish such further information or documents as it may
require, within such time as it may specify;

(ii) in writing require the person in public life concerned to attend on
the Commission at such time as may be specified by the Com-
mission;

(iii) make such independent inquiries and investigation relating to the
declaration or complaint as it thinks necessary;

Further inquiry
into declara-
tion.

Second Schedule.
Form B.
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(iv) summon witnesses, require the production of documents and do
all such things as it considers necessary or expedient for the pur-
pose of carrying out its functions; and

(v) in respect of paragraph (b), in addition, summon the complainant,
hear the complainant (who may be represented by an attorney)
and any witnesses of the complainant in support of the complaint.

(2) Where a person in public life is required to attend on the Commis-
sion pursuant to subsection (1), he shall have the right to be accompanied
and represented by an attorney for the purposes of such inquiry and may
require the Commission to summon such witnesses as he thinks necessary.

(3) For the purpose of investigation of a complaint under this section
the Commission may, on good cause being shown to its satisfaction, allow
the complainant to have access to the declaration of the person in public
life concerned filed under section 6.

(4) Where the Commission after conducting an inquiry in accordance
with subsection (1) of this section into any complaint made under section
8(3) above, is satisfied that the complaint is groundless or has not been
substantiated, it shall publish a statement in the Gazette to that effect, and
in addition, where there is evidence of the commission of an offence under
this Act either by the complainant or by the person in public life con-
cerned, shall report the matter to the Director of Public Prosecutions.

10.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the National Assembly may
by resolution apply this Act to any -

(a) public appointee or any class of public appointee;

(b) public officer or any class of public officer.

Application of the
Act to public
appointees and
other persons.



THE  SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed  by  the Government Printer,

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of

the Government of Belize.

[CAP. 12 15

[   ]

Prevention of Corruption in Public Life

(2) Before passing the resolution referred to in  subsection (1)
above, the National Assembly shall give a reasonable opportunity to public
appointees and public officers affected thereby to express their views, and
shall duly take such views into consideration.

(3) Any person to whom this Act is applied under this section shall,
from the date of such application, become a person in public life within the
meaning of section 2 of this Act and the provisions of this Act regarding the
furnishing of declarations to the Commission and other matters relating to a
person in public life shall apply to him in like manner.

11.-(1) Subject to subsection (3), every member of the Commission and
every other person having an official duty under this Act, or being em-
ployed in the administration of this Act, shall deal with all documents and
information, and all other matters relating to a declaration, as secret and
confidential, and shall make and subscribe a declaration to that effect be-
fore a Magistrate or a Justice of the Peace.

(2) Every person required under subsection (1) of this section to deal
with the matters specified therein as secret and confidential, who at any
time communicates or attempts to communicate such information or any-
thing contained in such documents to any person -

(a) other than a person to whom he is authorised under this Act to
communicate it, or

(b) otherwise than for the purposes of this Act;

shall be guilty of an offence and be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding five thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
two years, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(3) Any person who receives any information or anything contained in
such documents as aforesaid, knowing or having reasonable ground to be-

Duty as to
secrecy and to
make declara-
tion.
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lieve, at the time when he receives it, that it is communicated to him in
contravention of this Act, shall be guilty of an offence unless he proves that
the communication to him of the information or of anything contained in
any document was contrary to his desire.

(4) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (3) shall be liable
on summary conviction -

(a) if the information or anything contained in a declaration or other
document is published, to a fine not exceeding ten thousand dol-
lars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding four years or to
both such fine and imprisonment; or

(b) in any other case, to a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars or
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years or to both
such fine and imprisonment.

12. The records of the Commission and any information revealed by the
evidence of a witness before the Commission shall not be produced or
disclosed to any court other than to such extent as may be necessary for
the purposes of proceedings relating to a charge under section 11 or sec-
tion 13 or under the law relating to perjury.

13. Any person who -

(a) fails without reasonable cause, to furnish to the Commission a dec-
laration which he is required to furnish in accordance with the  pro-
visions of this Act; or

(b) knowingly makes any false statement in such declaration; or

(c) fails without reasonable cause to give such information or explana-
tion as the Commission may require under section 8 or 9; or

Protection of
disclosure of
information.

Offences relating
to declarations.
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(d) after a certificate in respect of a declaration has been published in
the Gazette pursuant to section 8, publishes any statement what-
ever (orally or in writing) challenging the accuracy of that certificate
or the honesty or credibility of the declarant, otherwise than by way
of a complaint to the Commission; or

(e) having been granted access to a declaration under section 9, dis-
closes or makes known to any person any information contained in
such declaration otherwise than for the purpose of an inquiry under
section 9;

(f) or makes any frivolous, vexatious or groundless complaint to the
Commission in relation to a declaration or a certificate in respect of
such declaration; or

(g) fails without reasonable cause to attend an inquiry being conducted
by the Commission under section 9, or knowingly gives any false
information in such inquiry,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine
not exceeding ten thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
three years, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

PART IV

Code of Conduct

14. This Part applies to the Governor-General, members of the National
Assembly, members of the Belize Advisory Council, members of the Public
Services Commission, members of the Elections and Boundaries Com-
mission, public officers, members and officers of statutory corporations
and government agencies, and members and employees of all public bod-
ies, including local authorities.

Application of
Part IV.
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15.A person to whom this Part applies shall not, directly or indirectly, use
his office for private gain.

16.-(1) A person to whom this Part applies shall not ask for or accept any
property or benefits of any kind for himself or any other person on ac-
count of anything done or omitted to be done by him in the discharge of his
duties:

Provided that the acceptance of an unsolicited gift of a nominal value
which is tendered as a souvenir or a mark of courtesy, or which is such
that it cannot, in all the circumstances, be considered as a bribe, shall not
be treated as a contravention of this section.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) but subject to the above pro-
viso, the receipt by a person as aforesaid for personal benefits of any
gifts or benefits from commercial firms, business enterprises or persons
who have contracts with the Government, shall be presumed to have been
received in contravention of the said subsection unless the contrary is
proved.

(3) A person to whom this Part applies shall only accept personal gifts
or benefits of nominal value from friends and other persons:

Provided that any gift or donation to a person as aforesaid on any
public or ceremonial occasion shall be treated as a gift to the appropriate
department, institution or body represented by him, as the case may be,
and accordingly, the mere acceptance or receipt of any such gift shall not
be treated as a contravention of this section.

(4) For the purpose of this section, the expression “nominal value”
means less than BZ $250.00 retail value.

17. A person to whom this Part applies shall not accept-

Gifts or benefits
in kind.

Restriction on
loans, etc.

Use of office for
private gain.
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(a) a loan, except from the government or its agencies, a bank, building
society or other financial institution recognised by law, or corpora-
tion or body of which he is a member or employee; or except from
any other source in circumstances which do not suggest that the
loan is being received for corrupt purposes and that the borrower is
not demeaning his office by accepting the loan; and

(b) any benefit of whatever nature for personal benefit from any com-
pany, contractor, or businessman, or the nominee or agent of such
person, except in circumstances which do not suggest that the ben-
efit is being received for a corrupt purpose and that the beneficiary
is not demeaning his office by accepting the benefit.

18. No person to whom this Part applies shall be a party to or shall un-
dertake any project or activity involving the use of public funds in disregard
of the financial orders or other rules and regulations applicable to such
funds.

19. No person shall offer any person to whom this Part applies any prop-
erty, gift or benefit of any kind as an inducement or bribe for the granting of
any favour or the discharge in his favour of such person’s duties.

20. A public officer shall not, after his retirement from the public service
and while receiving a pension from public funds, accept more than one
remunerative position as chairman, director or employee of a company
owned or controlled by the government or a public authority, or receive
any other remuneration from public funds in addition to his pension and the
emoluments of such one remunerative position.

21. No person to whom this Part applies shall, while he is such a person,
acquire, or become a partner or shareholder in, or a director or manager
of, a firm or company which has or had a contract with the government or
with the public body of which such person is or was a member or em-
ployee, during the tenure of his office:

Use of public
funds.

Prohibition of
bribery.

Retired public
officers.

Restriction on
acquiring
companies, etc.
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Provided that this section shall have no application where the person
to whom this Part applies makes a public disclosure of such partnership,
shareholding or other interest as aforesaid and the value of the contract, or
where there is more than one contract the sum total of the values of such
contracts, is not more than fifty thousand dollars in any one year.

22.-(1) Any allegation that a person to whom this Part applies has com-
mitted a breach of or has not complied with the provisions of this Part shall
in the first instance be made to the Integrity Commission before it is other-
wise published.

(2) The Commission shall enquire into every such allegation and if the
allegation is well-founded, shall take further action in accordance with the
provisions of this Act.

23. Any person whose conduct is the subject of inquiry under this Part,
or who is in any way implicated or concerned in the matter under inquiry,
shall be entitled to be represented by counsel throughout the inquiry, and
any other person who may consider it desirable that he should be so rep-
resented may, by leave of the Commission, be represented in the manner
aforesaid.

24.-(1) Where the Commission finds a person to whom this Part applies
(or had applied at the material time) guilty of contravention of any of the
provisions of this Part it may impose upon that person any of the punish-
ments, or may make in respect of that person any of the recommenda-
tions, specified in subsection (2) of this section.

(2) The punishments which the Commission may impose, or the rec-
ommendations it may make under this Part may include any of the follow-
ing:-

(a) severe reprimand;

Allegations of
breach of Code
of Conduct.

Right of person
affected by
inquiry to be
represented
thereat.

Powers of the
Commission to
punish for breach
of Code of Con-
duct.
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(b) a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars;

(c) seizure and forfeiture to the State of any property acquired in abuse
or corruption of office;

(d) subject to the provisions of the Constitution, or any rules, regula-
tions or standing orders made thereunder, a recommendation to the
appropriate authority for the removal of the convicted person from
office or the taking of other disciplinary action against him.

(3) The Commission shall have no power to impose a term of impris-
onment.

(4)  Any punishment imposed by the Commission under this  Part may
be enforced in like manner as the judgment of a summary jurisdiction court.

(5)  The sanctions mentioned in subsection (2) above shall be without
prejudice to the penalties that may be imposed by any other law where the
conduct involved is also a criminal offence.

(6)  Where the Commission gives a decision as to whether or not a
person is guilty of a  contravention of any of the provisions of this Part an
appeal shall lie as of  right from such decision or from any punishment im-
posed on such person to the Supreme Court at the instance of either party
to the proceedings, and for the purpose of prosecuting the appeal, the ac-
cused person shall have access to the relevant official records.

(7) Any appeal pursuant to subsection (6) above shall be heard and
determined in accordance with Part X of the Supreme Court of Judicature
Act and any rules made thereunder.

CAP. 91.
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PART V

Miscellaneous

25.-(1) The Commission acting under this Act shall have power to sum-
mon witnesses and to call for the production of books, plans and docu-
ments, and to examine witnesses and parties concerned on oath.

(2) No member of the Commission shall be liable to any action or suit
for any matter or thing done by him as such member.

(3) Oaths may be administered by any member of the Commission or
by the Secretary.

26.-(1) Every person summoned to attend and give evidence or to pro-
duce books, plans or documents at any sitting of the Commission shall be
bound to obey the summons served upon him.

(2) Every person who -

(a) refuses or omits, without sufficient cause, to attend at the time and
place mentioned in the summons served on him; or

(b) attends at the time and place aforesaid, but leaves the Commission
without the permission of the Commission; or

(c) refuses to take an oath or affirmation when required to do so; or

(d) refuses without sufficient cause to answer, or to answer fully and
satisfactorily, to the best of his knowledge and belief, all questions
put to him by or with the concurrence of the Commission;

(e) refuses or omits without sufficient cause to produce any books,
plans or documents in his possession or under his control, and
mentioned or referred to in the summons served on him; or

Penalties on
witnesses.

Commission
empowered to
summon witnesses
and examine them
on oath.
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(f) at any sitting of the Commission willfully insults any member of the
Commission, or the Secretary, or willfully interrupts the proceed-
ings of the Commission or otherwise misbehaves during any hearing
of the Commission;

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine,
not exceeding five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
six months, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

27. No person giving evidence before the Commission shall be compelled
to incriminate himself and every such person shall in respect of any evi-
dence given by him before the Commission be entitled to all the privileges
to which a witness giving evidence before the Supreme Court is entitled in
respect of evidence given by him before such Court.

28. The Commission acting under this Act is hereby authorised and em-
powered to order payment to any witnesses who may appear and give
evidence before it of such sums of money, not exceeding those which the
Prime Minister may from time to time by Order prescribe, as the Commis-
sion thinks reasonable and sufficient to reimburse to such witnesses the
travelling or other expenses which they have severally incurred in attending
the said Commission and to compensate them for their trouble and loss of
time therein, but it shall be lawful for the Commission to abate or wholly
disallow payment to any witness.

29.-(1) Any person who -

(a) willfully hinders or deters any person from attending, giving evi-
dence or producing any article or document; or

(b) threatens, insults or causes any loss to be suffered by any person
who has attended before the Commission, on account of such at-
tendance; or

Protection of
witnesses.

Payment to
witnesses.

General of-
fences.
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(c) threatens, insults or causes a loss to be suffered by any member of
the Commission at any time on account of the performance of his
duties as a member of the Commission; or

(d) publishes or otherwise discloses any material which the Commis-
sion had prohibited him from publishing or disclosing; or

(e) publishes or otherwise discloses any material received by the Com-
mission in camera; or

(f) knowingly makes or publishes, whether to the Commission or oth-
erwise, any false, frivolous or vexatious allegations that any per-
son is guilty of a breach of Code of Conduct contained in Part IV
of this Act;

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding three thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding one year, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

(2) It shall be a good defence in the case of a prosecution under para-
graph (e) of subsection (1) for the person charged to prove to the satis-
faction of the court that he did not know nor had any reason of knowing
that the material published or disclosed had been received by the Com-
mission in camera.

30. The Prime Minister may direct the Commissioner of Police to detail
police officers to attend upon any meeting of the Commission for the fol-
lowing purposes -

(a) to preserve order during the proceedings of the Commission;

(b) to perform such other duties as usually pertain to their office when
in attendance upon the Supreme Court;

Police officers to
attend the
Commission.
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(c)  to serve summonses on witnesses; and

(d) to perform such other duties as the Commission may direct.

31.-(1) The Prime Minister may direct-

(a) what remuneration, if any, shall be paid to members of the Commis-
sion acting under this Act and to the Secretary and to any other
persons employed in or about the work of the Commission; and

(b) payment of any other expenses attendant upon the carrying out of
any other functions of the Commission, or upon any proceedings
for any penalty under this Act.

(2) The sums directed to be paid under this section shall be paid by the
Accountant General out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

32.-(1) No proceedings shall be commenced for any offence or penalty
under this Act, except by the leave of the Director of Public Prosecutions,
or of the Commission.

(2) The Commission may direct the Secretary, or such other persons as
it may think fit, to commence and prosecute the proceedings for such of-
fence or penalty.

33. A prosecution for any offence or penalty under this Act may be com-
menced within five years from the date when the cause of action accrued.

34. For the purposes of the Income and Business Tax Act, all outgoings
and expenses reasonably incurred in a year of assessment by a person in
public life in connection with the preparation of a declaration required to be
furnished by him for the purposes of this Act are deemed to be incurred by
him wholly and exclusively in the production of his income for that year of

Proceedings for
offences and
penalties.

Limitation of
time to com-
mence proceed-
ings.

Deductible
Income tax
expenses.
CAP. 55.
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assessment.

35.-(1) The Commission may, with the approval of the Prime Minister,
make regulations -

(a) prescribing the manner in which enquiries may be carried out and
any matters incidental to or consequential on such inquiries;

(b) amending the form specified in the Second Schedule;

(c) prescribing the period within which any information or document
required by the Commission should be furnished or produced;

(d) prescribing any matter or thing, whether similar to the above or
not, in respect of which it may be expedient to make regulations
for the purpose of carrying this Act into effect.

(2) All regulations made by the Commission under this Act shall be
laid before the National Assembly as soon as may be after the making
thereof and shall be subject to negative resolution.

36.-(1) The Solicitor General shall be the legal adviser to the Commis-
sion.

(2) The Solicitor General or a Crown Counsel designated by him in
that behalf shall be entitled to appear at any inquiry conducted by the
Commission under this Act and may, at the request of the Commission -

(a) question any person who is being examined on oath;

(b)  make a legal submission to the Commission.

Solicitor General
to be legal
adviser to the
Commission.

Regulations.

Second Schedule.
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(3)  Section 11 of this Act relating to duty as to secrecy shall apply to
the Solicitor General or Crown Counsel in like manner.

37.This Act shall come into force on a day to be appointed by the Prime
Minister by Order published in the Gazette.

38.On the commencement of this Act, the National Assembly (Code of
Ethics) Act shall stand repealed.

FIRST SCHEDULE
[Section 3]

Tenure and Procedure of the Integrity Commission

1. Subject to the provisions of this Schedule the appointment of a mem-
ber of the Commission (including the Chairman) shall be for a period not
exceeding three years, and such member shall be eligible for re-appoint-
ment.

2.-(1) Any member of the Commission, other than the Chairman, may at
any time resign his office by instrument in writing addressed to the Gover-
nor-General and transmitted through the Chairman, and from the date of
the receipt by the Governor-General of such instrument such member shall
cease to be a member of the Commission.

(2) The Chairman may at any time resign his office by instrument in
writing addressed to the Governor-General and such resignation shall take
effect as from the date of receipt of such instrument by the Governor-General.

3. The Governor-General may on the advice of the Prime Minister given
after consultation with the Leader of the Opposition at any time revoke the
appointment of any member:

Repeal of
National
Assembly,
(Code of
Ethics) Act.

Tenure of Office

Resignation.

Revocation of
appointment.

Commencement.
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Provided that the appointment of a member who was appointed as
such with the concurrence of the Leader of the Opposition shall not be
revoked under this paragraph without the concurrence of the Leader of
the Opposition.

4.  If any vacancy occurs in the membership of the Commission, such
vacancy shall be filled by the appointment of another member who shall,
subject to the provisions of this Schedule, hold office for the remainder of
the period for which the previous member was appointed, so, however,
that such appointment shall be made in the same manner and from the
same category of persons, if any, as the appointment of the previous mem-
ber.

5. The names of all members of the Commission as first constituted and
every change in the membership thereof shall be published in the Gazette.

6. The validity of the proceedings of the Commission shall not be af-
fected by any vacancy amongst the members thereof or by any defect in
the appointment of a member thereof.

7. The Commission shall meet at such times as may be convenient or
expedient for the transaction of business, and at such places as it may
deem fit.

8.  The Chairman shall preside at meetings of the Commission and in the
case of his absence from any meeting the members present shall elect one
from amongst their number to preside at that meeting.

9. The decisions of the Commission shall be by a majority of votes of the
members present and voting and, in addition to an original vote, the Chair-
man or any other person presiding at the meeting shall have a casting vote
in any case in which the voting is equal.

Publication in the
 Gazette.

Filling of vacan-
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Minutes.

Delegation and
regulation of
proceedings.

Expenses.

Quorum.

Seal and
execution of
documents.

10. The quorum  of the Commission shall be four members thereof.

11. Minutes in proper form shall be kept of the proceedings of the Com-
mission.

12. Subject to the provisions of this Schedule the Commission shall have
power to regulate its own proceedings, and may delegate to any member
or committee thereof the power and authority to carry out on behalf of the
Commission such duties as the Commission may determine.

13.  Any expenses incurred by the Commission and other members of
the Commission in the performance of their duties shall be paid out of money
provided for the purpose by the National Assembly.

14.-(1)  The Seal of the Commission shall be kept in the custody of the
Chairman and shall be affixed to instruments pursuant to a resolution of the
Commission in the presence of the Chairman and any other member or the
Secretary.

(2)  The Seal of the Commission shall be authenticated by the signatures
of the Chairman and one other member or the Secretary.

(3)  All documents other than those required by law to be under seal
made by, and all decisions of, the Commission may be signified under the
hand of the Chairman or the Secretary.

15.  The Commission shall keep proper accounts of its receipts, payments,
assets and liabilities and such account shall be audited annually by an audi-
tor appointed in each year by the Commission with the approval of the
Prime Minister.

Accounts and
audit.
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SECOND SCHEDULE

PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION IN PUBLIC LIFE ACT

[Section 6 and 35]

FORM A

NOTES: 1. To be completed legibly in ink or typewritten.
2. Complete all sections, leave no blank spaces.
3. If space is insufficient under any section the required information

may be supplied on a  separate sheet and a note inserted under
the section showing the total.

PLEASE FOLLOW  ALL NOTES AND INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY

DECLARATION

 of Assets and Liabilities at _____________________________________
                                                                                 (Declaration date)

and of income for the twelve months (or  other period where appropriate) ended on that
date.

NOTE: (a) Where any property is held by the declarant, the declarant’s
spouse or the declarant’s child or children in trust for any other
person, this should be indicated by a note to that effect.

(b) The declaration date should be the date as indicated above.
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Name and address of declarant___________________________________________
Name and address of declarant’s spouse____________________________________
Names and addresses of declarants child or children (under age 18).
____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

1. Particulars of Bank accounts and/or Credit Unions held by declarant, declarant’s
spouse, declarant’s child or children (under age 18).

roknaBfoemaN
noinUtiderC

knaBfosserddA
hcihwniemaN

dlehtnuocca
.oNtnuoccA

foepyT
tnuoccA

ecnalaB
$

NOTE:  Letters of verification from banks and credit unions must be submitted
showing balances on declaration date.

N. B. ALL INTEREST EARNED FOR THE PERIOD FROM BANK AC-
COUNTS AND CREDIT UNIONS MUST BE SHOWN IN SECTION 12
(INCOME)
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dleherehW
tnuomA

$

)a( tnaralceD

)b( esuopSs'tnaralceD

)c( nerdlihcrodlihcs'tnaralceD

3.  Particulars of bonds, stocks, shares and similar investment [including private limited
    liability companies] held by declarant, declarant’s spouse, declarant’s child or children
    (under age 18).

fonoitpircseD
tnemtsevni

hcihwniemaN
dleh

foetaD
ronoitisiuqca

esahcrup

fotsoC
noitisiuqca
esahcrupro

$

sdnediviD
nideviecer

raeyeht
$

detamitsE
eulaVtekraM
eulaVkooBro

$

N. B. - ALL INCOME DERIVED FOR THE PERIOD FROM THE ABOVE INVEST-
MENTS MUST BE SHOWN IN SECTION 12.

 2.  Particulars of cash in excess of $500 held other than in a Bank or Credit Union by
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  4. Particulars of immovable property such as houses and land held by declarant,
declarant’s child or children (under age 18).

   

noitacoL/noitpircseD
fiecnerefergnidrocer(

)elbaliava

hcihwniemaN
dleh

rehtehW
rodlohesael

dloheerf

foetaD
noitisiuqca
esahcrupro

esahcruP
ecirp
ro/dna

-itcurtsnoc
tsocno

$

detamitsE
eulaVtekraM

$

   NOTE:  Houses should be valued unfurnished and furniture included under section 5.

    N. B.  ANY INCOME DERIVED FROM THE ABOVE PROPERTIES FOR THE
    PERIOD MUST BE SHOWN IN SECTION 12.

    5. Particulars of personal property such as furniture, appliances, clothing, jewelry, coins,
stamps, works of art etc., owned by the declarant, declarant’s spouse, declarant’s
child or children (under age 18).

    NOTE: An aggregate sum should be shown for personal property.  Any individual item
or collection of items valued at $2000.00 or more must be listed separately.
(List motor vehicles, boats and aircraft under Section 8)



CAP. 12

THE  SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed  by  the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,

Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

34

[  ]

Prevention of Corruption in Public Life

metI renwO
eulaV

$

     6. Particulars of investments held in mortgages or business venture other than
investment shown in paragraph 3, by declarant, declarant’s spouse, declarant’s
child or children (under age 18).

tnemtsevnifoepyT
tnemtsevniforenwO

foegatnecrepdna
pihsrenwo

fomreT
tnemtsevni

etartseretnI
elbacilppafi( )

%

fotnuomA
tnemtsevni

$

rofemocnIteN
doirep

$

  N. B. ALL INCOME SHOWN  ABOVE MUST ALSO BE ENTERED IN
SECTION 12.

 NOTE: If money invested under item 6 is invested in a firm (in which any of the
above is a partner), then state the estimated market value of that
person’s investment therein.
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 7. Other accounts receivable by declarant, declarant’s spouse, declarant’s child or
children (under age 18).

dewomohwoT eudetaD morfeuD esopruP lanigirO
tnuoma

$

tseretnI
denrae

$

gnidnatstuoecnalaB
noitaralcedfodneta

doirep
$

N. B. IF ANY INTEREST WAS EARNED DURING THE PERIOD IT MUST BE
SHOWN AS INCOME IN SECTION 12.

8. Particulars of motor vehicles, boats, and aircraft owned by the declarant,
declarant’s spouse, declarant’s child or children (under age 18).

renwofoemaN gnidulcni(noitpircseD
)ega

foetaD
noitisiuqca

ecirpesahcruP
$

eulavtekraM
$

N. B. IF ANY OF THE ABOVE MOTOR VEHICLES, BOATS OR AIRCRAFT
WERE INVOLVED IN THE PRODUCTION OF INCOME SUCH INCOME MUST
BE SHOWN IN SECTION 12.
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9. Particulars of Life or Endowment insurance policies held by the declarant,
declarant’s spouse, declarant’s child or children (under age 18).

derusnIfoemaN
nosrep

yraicifenebfoemaN
ynapmoCecnarusnI

eussifoetaddna
fonoitpircseD

ycilop
foetaD
ytirutam

ecaF
eulaV

$

fotnuomA
muimerp

rednerrushsaC
eulav

$

        10.      Particulars of safety deposit box (not disclosed in Section 2 or 5).

dleherehW stnetnoC eulavdetamitsE
$

)a( s'tnaralceD

)b( esuopss'tnaralceD

)c( nerdlihcs'tnaralceD
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11.  Particulars of any other property held in trust or otherwise for the declarant’s
        spouse or the declarant’s child or children (under age 18).

12.  Particulars of income in respect of the relevant 12 month period ended on the 31st
        day of December or other period where appropriate including, perquisites such as
        house, entertainment, travel on official business and  constituency allowance etc.)
        of declarant, declarant’s spouse, declarant’s child or children (under age 18).

ytreporpfonoitpircseD renwolaicifenebfoemaN
nidnadlehgniebmohwyB

yticapactahw

foetaD
ronoitisiuqca

refsnart

eulaVdeamitsE
$

,yralas(emocnifoecruoS
rehtoynadnaseitiruceS,ytlaeR

)emocni

denraemohwyB hcihwrofdoireP
denrae

morftnuomA
ecruoshcae

morF oT ssorG
$

$secruosllamorflatoT



CAP. 12

THE  SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed  by  the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,

Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

38

[  ]

Prevention of Corruption in Public Life

13. Particulars of secured debts payable by declarant, declarant’s spouse, declarant’s
       child or children (under age 18).

NOTE:   Letters of verification from lending institutions or creditors must be submitted
showing balances at declaration date.

14.  Particulars of other liabilities of declarant, declarant’s spouse, declarant’s child or
        children (under age 18).

dewomohwoT dewomohwyB sawtbedetaD
derrucni

eudetaD woH
deruces

lanigrO
tnuoma

$

tnemyapeR
smret

ecnalaB
dnetagniwo
noitaralceDfo

doirep
$

ytilibailfonoitpircseD tbedetaD
derrucni

dewomohwoT dewomohwyB lanigirO
tnuoma

$

tnemyapeR
smret

ecnalaB
dnetagniwo
noitaralcedfo

doirep
$
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15. Particulars of any (property, business or investment) acquired OR disposed of
       including real estate, bonds, stocks, shares, motor vehicles, boats and aircrafts etc.
       during the relevant period ending on the 31st day of December in respect of which
       declaration is made, by declarant, declarant’s spouse, declarant’s child or children
      (under age 18).

N. B.  LIST ALL ACQUISITIONS UNDER THE RELEVANT SECTIONS.

tessAhcaefonoitpircseD
rossenisubytreporp(

)tnemtsevni

mohwybroderiuqcamohwyB
desopsid

noitisiuqcadiapecirP
$

nodeviecerecirP
lasopsid

$
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16.  Explanation of contents of this declaration (if declarant considers it necessary).
      (See note No. 3 on page 1)

I do hereby swear solemnly and sincerely declare that the particulars given by me herein
are, to the best of my knowledge, true and accurate.

Signed at ___________________________________________________________

this ___________________ day of _______________________________________

before_______________________________________
                                                                           (Please print name)

____________________________________________
Signature of declarant.

____________________________________________
Magistrate/Justice of the Peace/Notary Public/

Commissioner of the Supreme Court.
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PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION IN PUBLIC LIFE

SECOND SCHEDULE
[ Section 8(2) ]

FORM B

PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION IN PUBLIC LIFE ACT

CERTIFICATE

NAME OF DECLARANT: ..................................................................................

Total Assets and  Liabilities of the Declarant, his spouse and children (if appli-
cable) as at .............................................................................................................

A. TOTAL INCOME $____________________
Assets

Personal Property _____________________
Freehold Property _____________________
Leasehold Property _____________________
Investment _____________________

B. TOTAL ASSETS $_____________________

Liabilities
Due after 12 months _____________________
Due within 12 months _____________________

C. TOTAL LIABILITIES $____________________

D. NET WORTH (B -C) $__________
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The Commission having examined the Declaration of the above-named
person in public life hereby certifies that, as far as it can determine, from the infor-
mation provided, a full disclosure has been made in accordance with the provisions
of the Act.

Any person may make a written complaint to the Commission in relation to
this Certificate (Section 8(3)).

____________________
Secretary

INTEGRITY COMMISSION

DATED this ___________ day of ________________, 20______.


