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CHAPTER 137

FIRE BRIGADES

[28th April, 1910]

1. This Act may be cited as the Fire Brigades Act.

2. This Act shall apply to and have effect in Belize City, City of  Belmopan,
Corozal Town, Orange Walk Town, San Ignacio, Benque Viejo del Carmen,
Dangriga and Punta Gorda as defined in accordance with the City or Town
Boundaries of the aforesaid cities or towns made by Order or notice of the
Minister under the respective Acts in force establishing such cities or towns.

3.-(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:-

“fire brigade” means a fire brigade established under this Act;

“Fire Chief” means the Fire Chief appointed under section 4;

Ch. 160,
R.L., 1958.
CAP. 108,
R.E. 1980-1990.
40 of 1963.
44  of 1966.
6 of 1969.
11 of 1990.
42 of 1999.
S.I. 17 of 1964.

Short title.

Application of
Act.

Interpretation.

6 of 1969.
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“fire superintendent” and “assistant fire superintendent” mean respectively a
fire superintendent and an assistant fire superintendent appointed under this
Act;

“lands” includes houses, buildings, tenements and hereditaments;

“medical officer”  means the Chief Medical Officer or any Government medical
officer;

“town” includes Belize City.

(2) Any powers or duties conferred upon a fire superintendent, an assistant
fire superintendent or the officers and men of a fire brigade by this Act shall
only be exercised or performed in the town for which such persons have been
appointed fire superintendent, assistant fire superintendent, or the officers and
men of a fire brigade, as the case may be.

Establishment of Fire Brigades and Regulation

4.-(1) There shall be a Fire Chief who shall be appointed by the Public
Services Commission and who shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed
to be a member of all the fire brigades established under this Act.

(2) The Fire Chief may exercise authority over all fire brigades.

(3) There shall be established in and for Belize City and the City of
Belmopan and each of the towns of Corozal, Orange Walk, San Ignacio,
Benque Viejo del Carmen, Dangriga and Punta Gorda a fire brigade which
shall consist of the following-

(a) a fire superintendent and an assistant fire superintendent and
such other officers and men as the Public Services Commission
may from time to time consider necessary and appoint; and

Appointment of
Fire Chief.
6 of 1969.

6 of 1969.

6 of 1969.
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(b) such public officers as the Public Services Commission may
appoint.

5.-(1) The Fire Chief may, with the approval of the Minister, make regulations
for the proper management of any fire brigade and such regulations shall apply
to the fire brigades as are specified in the regulations.  Different regulations may
be made under this subsection for different fire brigades.

(2) Any regulations made under the powers conferred by this section may
provide for a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars to be imposed for a breach
of any of the provisions of such regulations or, in the case of a continuing offence,
a fine not exceeding ten dollars for each day during which such offence continues.

Measures to be taken during fires

6.-(1) Immediately upon the breaking out of a fire in any town, it shall be the
duty of the Fire Chief or the fire superintendent or in the absence of both, the
assistant fire superintendent, to assume the absolute direction and control of the
measures necessary for the extinguishment of such fire.

(2) A person who during any fire-

(a) resists or interferes with any orders given by the Fire Chief,
fire superintendent or assistant superintendent, or

(b) assaults, obstructs or resists any member of a fire brigade in
the performance of his duty,

shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred and
fifty dollars, or to imprisonment for any term not exceeding six months.

7.-(1) On the occasion of a fire any member of a fire brigade may call upon
any onlooker to assist in any way in which the services of such onlooker can be
made available either at the place where the fire is, or at any fire station, or

Onlookers may
be called upon
to assist.
6 of 1969.

6 of 1969.

Fire Chief and
other officers
invested with
control of
measures to
extinguish fire.

Regulations.
6 of 1969.
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while proceeding to the fire.

(2) Every onlooker who refuses when called upon under this section to
assist shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred
dollars.

8.-(1) Immediately upon the breaking out of a fire, the senior officer of the
fire brigade present, shall take the best measures practicable for the removal
and safe custody of all goods and property endangered by the fire.

(2) Every person detected in removing any goods or property, otherwise
than in accordance with the directions of such senior officer or the senior
officers of the Police Department present, may be at once arrested by any
police officer, and if unable to give a clear and satisfactory account of the
manner of his becoming possessed of the said goods or property, shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred and
fifty dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months.

9.-(1) It shall be lawful on the occasion of any fire for the officers and men of
a fire brigade and any person or persons authorised by any such officer to
enter in or upon any public or private premises whereon any water is stored,
and to remove and use such water for the purpose of extinguishing or preventing
the spread of the fire.

(2) Every person who-

(a) prevents or attempts to prevent, or aids or assists in pre -
venting or attempting to prevent any such officers, men or
other persons authorised as specified in subsection (1) from
entering in or upon any such public or private premises or
removing and using any such water; or

(b) molests, hinders or obstructs any such officers, men or persons
authorised as specified in subsection (1) when entering in or

Power to use
water stored on
any premises.

42 of 1999.

6 of 1969.

Custody of
property saved.
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upon any such public or private premises or removing and
using any such water,

shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred
dollars.

Destruction of Buildings and Compensation for Buildings Destroyed

10.-(1) It shall be lawful for-

(a) the Fire Chief, a fire superintendent, the assistant fire super-
intendent, or in their absence the senior officer of the fire brigade
then present, the Minister, the Chief Engineer or the Com-
missioner of Police to order the destruction of any house,
building or other property or any part thereof which is on fire in
Belize City;

(b) the Fire Chief, a fire superintendent, an assistant fire super-
intendent, or in their absence the senior officer of a fire brigade
then present or a magistrate to order the destruction of any
house, building or other property or any part thereof which is
on fire in any of the towns mentioned in section 2.

(2) Every such order shall, if practicable, be communicated as soon as is
reasonably possible to the owner of such house, building or other property, or
in the absence of the owner to the person, if any, in charge thereof.

(3) No claim shall be made and no action or other proceeding shall be
brought against the Government or any such officer in respect of any act of the
latter, or against any other person for anything done by him in pursuance of such
order.

Power to
destroy building
on fire.
S.I. 17 of 1964.
6 of 1969.
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11.-(1) If it appears that the destruction of any house, building or other prop-
erty is necessary for preventing the further spread of any fire, it shall be lawful
for-

(a) the Fire Chief, the fire superintendent, assistant fire super-
intendent, or in their absence the senior officer of the fire
brigade then present, the Minister, the Chief Engineer or the
Commissioner of  Police; or

(b) the Fire Chief, a fire superintendent, an assistant fire super-
intendent, or in their absence the senior officer of a fire
brigade then present, or a magistrate in any of the towns
mentioned in section 2,

to order the destruction of any house, building or other property as aforesaid
or any part thereof.

(2) Previous to any such order being made, verbal notice shall, if
practicable, be given to the owner or in his absence the person, if any, in
charge of the house, building or other property about to be destroyed, and
such notice shall indicate what house, building or other property is to be
destroyed, and when the order for destruction will be given, and the officer
acting under this section shall allow as much time as may be practicable to
elapse between the giving of such notice and the order for destruction, and he
shall do all in his power by removing any goods or otherwise to diminish the
damage about to be caused by such destruction.

12.-(1) If any house, building or other property is destroyed for the purpose
of preventing the spread of fire pursuant to section 11, the Fire Chief shall
forward without delay to the Permanent Secretary, for the information of the
Minister, a report of the circumstances under which the house, building or
other property was destroyed, and of all possible details of the damage caused
by the destruction, and the report shall conclude by naming the sum, if it can
be ascertained, which the owner demands as full compensation for the loss

Compensation for
buildings
destroyed.

6 of 1969.
S.I. 17 of 1964.
S.I. 44 of 1966.

Power to destroy
buildings to
prevent spread of
fire.
6 of 1969.
S.I. 17 of 1964.
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caused.

(2) The Minister may direct payment of such sum or any lesser sum to
the owner of the property destroyed upon the terms that he accepts it in full
satisfaction of all damage or injury done to him by such destruction:

Provided that if the sum claimed in any one case exceeds five hundred
dollars, it shall not be paid until a vote for the amount is obtained from the
National Assembly.

13.-(1) If the amount of the compensation cannot be agreed upon between the
owner and the Minister, it shall be determined in civil proceedings brought by
the owner against the Government under the Crown Proceedings Act.

(2) In assessing such compensation, the court shall take into account-

(a) the amount which the owner may be entitled to receive under
any policy of insurance covering the said house, building or
property; and

(b) the risk of the house, building or property being burnt or damaged
by reason of the fire, or by the water necessarily used to
extinguish the fire.

(3) Except as provided in section 12 and this section, no person shall have
any claim, right or remedy in respect of anything lawfully done in pursuance of
section 11.

Compensation for Death of, or Personal Injuries to, Fire Officers

14.-(1) If any member of a fire brigade suffers personal injury by accident
arising out of and in the course of  his employment in the fire brigade, the
Government shall be liable to pay compensation in accordance with the provisions
of this section.

Compensation in
case of death or
injury of member
of a brigade.

Recovery of
compensation in
case of
disagreement.
40 of 1963.
CAP. 167.

40 of 1963.
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(2) The compensation shall be payable to or for the benefit of the member
of the fire brigade, or, where death results from the injury, to or for the benefit
of his dependants.

(3) Where there are both total and partial dependants, the compensation
may be allotted partly to the total and partly to the partial dependents.

(4) Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Workmen’s Compensation
Act shall apply, mutatis mutandis, for the purpose of awarding, assessing
and regulating the payment of the compensation and the amount payable under
this section.

(5) Where the member of a fire brigade who suffers injury as mentioned
in this section is a volunteer and not in receipt of any salary or wages-

(a) the Government  shall be deemed his employer, and his service
during any fire practice or operation in putting out any fire
shall be deemed employment within the meaning of this section;

(b) the remuneration of such member of a fire brigade in respect
of such employment shall for the purposes of this section be
deemed to be three thousand dollars a year.

(6) In this section “dependants” has the same meaning as it has under the
Workmen’s Compensation Act.

(7) Notwithstanding anything contained in this section, any defence
available under the Workmen’s Compensation Act shall be available to the
Government in any claim made in respect of death or injury suffered by a
member of a fire brigade.

(8) For the purposes of this section, a “volunteer” shall mean a member of
a fire brigade who is not paid a fixed salary but who is remunerated for each
attendance at a fire or at a fire brigade station.

6 of 1969.
CAP. 303.

CAP. 303.

6 of 1969.

CAP. 303.

6 of 1969.
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Medical Care of Members of Fire Brigades

15. The Fire Chief may make rules requiring members of a fire brigade to
be examined from time to time by a medical officer, and if any such member
fails to comply with any rule after the same has been approved by the Minister
and published in the Gazette, or if any such member is certified by the medical
officer to be physically unfit for service in a fire brigade no compensation shall
be due or payable to such member or to the benefits of his dependants under
section 14, unless the Minister otherwise expressly directs.

16. In the event of the sickness of any member of a fire brigade resulting
from the performance of his duties in that fire brigade, such member shall be
entitled to be treated without charge in the Government hospital in the town or
city in and for which the fire brigade in question is established if the case is
suited for hospital treatment, and if not so treated, such member may be treated
by a medical officer.

Fire Rate

17.-(1) All expenses, including the salaries of and payments to members of fire
brigades and liabilities under this Act shall be paid from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

(2) Subject to subsection (3),  there shall be paid yearly to the appropriate
local authority on all lands situate in any town specified in section 2 such rate
not exceeding four per centum of the annual value of the land as the Minister
may, by Order published in the Gazette, direct to be paid.

(3) Subsection (2) shall not apply to-

(a) National land not disposed of by lease, grant or location ticket;

(b) buildings and places used exclusively for public religious
worship, not including any school or schoolroom being part

Expenses and
fire rate.
6 of 1969.

Provision in
case of sickness.

Examination of
members of a
brigade.
6 of 1969.
40 of 1963.

11 of 1990.
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of or annexed to any such building or place;

(c) any lands so situate that a fire brigade would be unable to
assist in extinguishing an outbreak of fire thereon.

(4) The annual value of any land in any year shall be deemed to be the
annual value at which such land is assessed for that year under any Act providing
for the taxation of property in towns.

18.-(1) Every such rate shall be deemed to become due for each year and
shall constitute a charge upon lands in respect of which it is payable and shall
be paid on or before 1st January in each year.

(2) In default of payment on the last-mentioned date the rate shall be
recoverable in the same manner as taxes on lands in the city or town in respect
of which it has become due are now or may hereafter be recovered, and the
lands charged with the payment of any such rate may be sold and conveyed or
vested in the Crown in the same manner and upon the same conditions as
lands charged with taxes under any Act providing for the taxation of property
in  cities or towns may be sold or vested in the Crown:

Provided that-

(a) where the rate payable by any person in respect of any year
of assessment does not exceed in the aggregate the sum of ten
dollars, such person shall be at liberty to pay it by four quarterly
instalments payable in advance on or before 1st March, 30th
June, 30th September and 31st December during the year of
assessment; and

(b) subsection (2) shall apply, mutatis mutandis, in case default
is made in the payment of any such instalment.

Due date of the
rate.

6 of 1969.
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19. In case any lands are destroyed or grievously damaged, the Minister
may remit by way of relief the whole or such part as he may think fit of the rate
due or paid for the year in which such destruction or damage occurred.

Miscellaneous Provisions

20. Every house, building, yard and other premises shall be visited and
inspected at uncertain intervals by an officer of a fire brigade, and on the report
of any such officer after any such visit, the Fire Chief or fire superintendent shall
give such directions for the cleaning or alteration of any chimney or fireplace in,
and for the removal of any combustible or inflammable materials from, any such
house, building, yard or premises as he may think fit.

21.-(1) Any person who has for sale any matches or fireworks shall comply
with the following provisions-

(a) all reserve or wholesale stocks of matches and fireworks shall
be kept in hermetically sealed metal cases;

(b) retail stocks of matches and fireworks shall be securely kept in
properly covered metal receptacles;

(c) samples of matches and fireworks may be exposed for sale
during the hours of business and shall whenever the room or
building in or about which such samples are exposed is closed
be securely left in properly covered metal receptacles.

(2) Any person who fails to comply in any respect with subsection (1) shall
be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty
dollars.

(3) Nothing contained in this section shall apply to safety matches.

6 of 1969.

Provisions
relating to the
custody of
matches or
fireworks.

Power to inspect
premises.
6 of 1969.

Power to remit
rate in certain
cases.
40 of 1963.
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22.-(1) The Minister may make to any member of a fire brigade who is re-
ported by the Fire Chief as having been an efficient member of the fire brigade
for ten consecutive years a free grant of not more than twenty acres of land,
subject to such conditions as to cultivation or improvement as the Minister
may seem fit to impose:

Provided that-

(a) if any member of the fire brigade established in Belize City
becomes unfit for service, such unfitness being due to services
rendered in the Fire Brigade, the Minister may make a grant
of land notwithstanding that such member may not have served
as an efficient member of the fire brigade for ten consecutive
years; and

(b) in the case of a member of the fire brigade established in Belize
City who has attained the age of forty years, or has retired on
account of ill-health, having served as an efficient member of
such Brigade during the preceding fifteen years for any number
of years not less than ten, the Minister may make a grant of
land notwithstanding that such member may not have been an
efficient member for ten consecutive years.

(2) If during the lifetime of a member of a fire brigade he transfers, lets or
endeavours to transfer or let the land comprised in any such grant without the
permission in writing of the Minister, or if such land becomes liable to be taken
in execution under any order of a court, the Minister may declare it forfeited to
the Crown, and such land shall be forfeited accordingly and the Minister may
grant it to any person or persons dependent on the original grantee thereof or
otherwise dispose of it as he thinks fit.

23. All penalties recovered under any regulations made pursuant to this
Act as well as any gratuities given to a fire brigade shall be paid to the Accoun-
tant General for the credit of a fund to be called the “Fire Brigade Reward

Application of
penalties for
breaches of
regulations.

40 of 1963.
40 of 1963.

Power to make free
grants of land to
members of fire
brigades.
40 of 1963.
6 of 1969.
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Fund” for that brigade, and the fund shall be applied for the payment of such
allowances, gratuities and rewards as the Minister on the recommendation of
the Fire Chief may from time to time direct to be paid to any member of that fire
brigade, or for application in such other manner for the general benefit of the
fire brigade as the Minister may direct.

24. The money standing to the credit of a Fire Brigade Reward Fund may
from time to time be invested in the names of such persons and in such manner
as may from time to time be directed by the Minister and the interest and
dividends if any, may be applied from time to time by order of the Minister to
the purposes to which the said fund is appropriated by this Act.

 Offences and Penalties

25.-(1) Any person who, with respect to the power of inspecting premises
conferred by section 20-

(a) prevents or attempts to prevent or aids or assists in preventing
or attempting to prevent any officer from visiting or inspecting
any premises; or

(b) molests, hinders or obstructs any officer when visiting or
inspecting any premises; or

(c) neglects or refuses to comply with any directions given by the
Fire Chief or a fire superintendent under section 20,

shall be guilty of an offence and be liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred
and fifty dollars.

(2) In this section “premises” includes any house, building or yard.

Penalty for
frustrating
inspection of
premises.

Investment of
moneys of Fire
Brigade Reward
Fund.
40 of 1963.
40 of 1963.

6 of 1969.

S.I. 17 of 1964.
40 of 1963.

6 of 1969.
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26. Any person who negligently or wilfully burns any candle, or lamp or
strikes any match or otherwise procures or makes use of fire so as to cause
reasonable fear of a conflagration shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.

27. Any person who-

(a) between the hours of eight of the clock in the evening and five
of the clock in the morning, causes or permits any fire not
sufficiently guarded to burn on board of any schooner, sloop,
boat or dorey lying at or near any wharf or landing place; or

(b) at any time, has any lamp or candle burning on board any
such schooner, sloop, boat or dorey without sufficiently
guarding it by a glass or metal shade or screen,

shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred
dollars.

28. Any person who-

(a) neglects or refuses to give passage to any engine, appliance
or appurtenance of a fire brigade when being taken to a fire,
or being removed or worked in the vicinity of any fire; or

(b) suffers any vehicle or animal in which he is in charge to
obstruct or delay any engine, appliance or appurtenance
when being taken to a fire, or being removed or worked in
the vicinity of any fire,

shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred and
fifty dollars.

6 of 1969.

Penalty for
obstructing fire
engine, etc.

6 of 1969.

Penalty for
negligent use of
lights or fire.

Penalty for not
protecting boat,
etc., from fire.

6 of 1969.
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29. Any person who orders and directs the destruction of any house, building
or other property, or who wilfully destroys or assists in destroying it, without
the order or sanction of one of the persons authorised by sections 10 and 11 to
order the destruction of such house, building or other property, shall be guilty of
an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months.

30. All penalties imposed for any offence committed in the several towns
mentioned in section 2 shall be recoverable on summary conviction, and when
recovered shall be paid into the Treasury to the credit of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund.

Penalties
recoverable on
summary
conviction.
6 of 1969.

Penalty for
unauthorised
destruction of
buildings.
6 of 1969.


